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PREFACE 


A fleeting glimpse of one, called from the ranks, 
chosen of God, to do a great work in the field of evan- 
gelism in a manner individual and unique, is all that 
shall be given concerning the man, Evangelist Orville 
C. Rutledge. 

This publication, undertaken at the request of 
men of prominence in this church and elsewhere, is 
to deal more specifically with the two years of work 
in the North Ohio Conference of the United Breth- 
ren Church; slight references being made to work ac- 
complished in the six years preceding, at which time 
Evangelist Rutledge became affiliated with the United 
Brethren organization. This leaves untouched the fer- 
tile field and accomplishments of a youthful career 
and we may only conjecture what may be between 
this and the call to eternal rest. 

The soul-searching sermons together with the 
methods and plans for evangelism which form a 
large portion of the book are messages direct from 
the Evangelist. The entire edition is one which deals 
in a plain straightforward sympathetic manner with 
the subject and the work as viewed from an unbiased 
angle. We wish to acknowledge the assistance of 
various pastors and church workers in securing data 
for the edition. 
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To those who are special workers in the vineyard 
of our Lord, to those who form the great bulwark 
of Christ’s church, the laity, and to those who are 
yet strangers to redeeming Grace, we trust these 
lines shall continue such messages as may benefit the 
individual needs. Such is our desire and ambition. 


Lewis A. Regnier, Compiler. 
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CHAPTER I 


CALLED TO SERVICE 


“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of 
a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest.” Joshua 1: 9. 


The great Commander-in-chief spoke this 
message to a soldier who was to assume the leader- 
ship of His chosen race, a great and mighty people. 
This man believed God and obeyed, and in perform- 
ing his task became a hero of all time. The greatest 
asset of a successful soldier is implicit obedience, and 
leadership is born out of experience in the ranks; 
thus when God desires a leader for the people he 
must first receive discipline in God’s school. In the 
twentieth century it may be in a seminary, it may be 
in college halls, or in a great university but to many 
it comes by constant self application and a fellowship 
established with the Holy Spirit through the door- 
way of prayer. 

This same command as was given to Joshua has 
come through the ages, this same promise has rung 
its clarion tones of power and assurance and men 
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have heeded and have likewise remained unmoved 
but there is work still remaining. A state of indiff- 
erence has so corroded the hearts and minds of 
modern men until it is a miracle to the world when 
a man is called of God and obeys the summons. 
Every person receives a pitcher and a candle so to 
speak but not every man sees to it that his candle 
is lighted and that it is uncovered at the proper time. 

Science, so called, modernism in all its hideous 
and subtle forms, present day worldly amusements, 
and the present trend toward a shallow religion with 
a form of godliness but denying the power thereof, 
all tend to hinder if not banish entirely the ministry 
holding up the standard of a spirit filled life and a 
belief in the knowledge of a personal salvation. 

God has needed men at all times. Men of daunt- 
less courage, unflinching in purpose, spirit filled, with 
a burning zeal for lost humanity. In all ages God 
has found the right man for the right place so when 
He laid His hand upon a son of the broad western 
prairies and commanded, “‘Go work in my vineyard,” 
it was the plan of the Divine; He was selecting a 
leader for a special field and surely God has rescued 
many a snared sinner through the consecrated labors 
of His servant—Orville C. Rutledge. 

The art of soul winning is very little understood 
in this time of unrest and there is still less of seeking 
to become proficient in this the work of all works. 
Men are seeking secular knowledge and wisdom as 
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never before but the spiritual field is being lightly 
passed by. Grade schools, high schools, colleges, vo- 
cational schools, seminaries and universities are in 
every part of our fair land and the standard of edu- 
cation is being placed on a higher plane continually 
but it is becoming more and more difficult to persuade 
men to measure up to God’s definition of a wise 
man,—‘‘He that winneth souls is wise.’ Physiology, 
psychology and biology are taking the place of an- 
thropology, theology and ‘“‘kneeology.” Many persons 
are more interested in trying to discover or else create 
a link with a back shank showing relationship be- 
tween the human family and some great-grandfather 
baboon than to reestablish an eternal relationship 
with the living God through the atonement made by 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The marvelous progress made in the last quar- 
ter century in the line of invention has been made 
possible by God that the human family might better 
serve Him, but instead what do we find? A spirit of 
self-indulgence and _ selfishness characterizes our 
stewardship. Great inventive genii direct their en- 
tire energies to create weapons of destruction to be 
used in slaying their fellowman, moneyed interests 
scheme and figure for greater returns regardless of 
the cost to humanity in general, and the social life 
of America is being fed and entertained on the com- 
mercial rot of hell’s anteroom. Is it any wonder 
that the need is being realized everwhere and the 
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cry is coming from every quarter for those who be- 
lieve and will teach and preach the Bible and not 
only proclaim the message of the mercy of God and 
His Gospel will not drop a little T. N. T. where 
needed. 

Many churches of today instead of following the 
steps of Jesus see how near they can be like the 
world and still be known as religious institutions and 
their test of Christianity is church membership. God 
help us! His word commands us; ‘‘Have no fellow- 
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness” and, 
“Cry aloud and spare not,” and where a saint of God 
chooses to abide by these commands it means there 
will be a stir in the ranks of the enemy. 

To successfully marshal the forces of righteous- 
ness at his command, to be able to carefully construct 
a barrage that will protect the soldiers from false doc- 
trines, to skillfully plan an assault on the enemy and 
bring it to a successful execution, to be willing to 
carry a real soul burden and then understand how to 
best deal with the deluded sin bound soul in leading 
him to the light of a glorious freedom in Christ is the 
great work of an evangelist. 

To be able to wisely understand and justly ap- 
preciate the labors and the situations confronting 
the ministry, the men with whom he is to be a con- 
stant co-worker, Evangelist Rutledge chose to labor 
for a time as a pastor after entering the United 
Brethren organization although he had labored in the | 
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ministry for several years previously. In the fall of 
1917 the Rutledges were stationed as pastors of the 
First United Brethren church at Sabetha, Kansas, by 
the annual conference and at the conclusion of the 
year’s work two petitions were presented to the an- 
nual conference, one from this church, the other from 
seventy leading men of the city with the result that 
Sabetha secured their return. Under their ministry 
the church enjoyed a wider influence and_ greater 
prestige than at any previous time since its beginning. 
A Junior Endeavor was organized which is still in 
operation (1925), a strong young people’s department 
was built up, the Sunday school and church services 
increased more than fifty per cent in attendance and 
church finances were added to by one-third. Con- 
ference hoped that other fields might receive a sim- 
ilar benefit from their experiences and accordingly 
transferred them at the end of the second year to the 
Clifton circuit but the Rutledges feeling the work 
of evangelism was their special field of activity, re- 
signed the pastorate and launched into the scope of 
broader activities. 3 

It was while serving at Sabetha as pastor the 
first year that Evangelist Rutledge took his first 
trip to the east the occasion necessitating this being 
a Sunday school and Christian Endeavor convention 
held at Huntington College, Huntington, Indiana. 
The Evangelist was to deliver an address to the con- 
vention the subject being, ‘‘Christian Endeavorers as 
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Soul Winners.” At the conclusion of its delivery Rev. 
Harold Mason, chairman of the convention, arose 
and said: “Friends it seems to me we have come to 
that place, and a very appropriate one, under the in- 





MR. LEWIS A. REGNIER, CLYDE, KANSAS 
A member of the Rutledge Party. 


fluence of this message and the Spirit to unite in a 
consecration prayer and ask the Lord to help us to be 
soul winners,’ and a prayer service marked by 
special power and unction followed. | 
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Returning to Kansas the Rutledges were instru- 
mental in formulating plans and organizing a_ con- 
ference Sunday school and Christian Endeavor con- 
vention, Evangelist Rutledge serving as_ president 
during the first two years of its existence. He be- 
lieves in thorough organization and whether he is 
serving as pastor of a local church or in the great 
field of evangelism he has a goal and lays plans by 
which he hopes to attain the desire of his ambitions. 
The great trouble with religious work and workers 
of today is the careless, indifferent attitude mani- 
fested. How can we hope to win if unbelief in the 
work is shown by our efforts. If we really believe, 
we will work and it will not be an aimless, scattered 
work either. At the climax in Paul’s life he was able 
to say, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith.”” No half-hearted 
worker could leave such a testimony and no aimless 
muddled mind could leave a finished work. 

As a result of his eastern visit Evangelist Rut- 
ledge received calls to conduct meetings in various 
sections and among those accepted were the North 
Michigan conference camp meeting, Carson City, 
Michigan, a union campaign at Crystal Lake, Michi- 
gan, the Auglaize conference campmeeting, Van Wert, 
Ohio, and the North Ohio conference campmeeting 
held at the Rothfuss Assembly Park Camp, Hillsdale, 
Michigan. These including several other campaigns 
were very successful and yielded a rich harvest of 
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souls. The last named meeting resulted in the Evan- 
gelist receiving a call from the North Ohio Confer- 
ence coordinating committee to serve as conference 
evangelist in that conference for the year 1923-24 
which led to further work and reengagement for the 
year following. The Evangelist still goes forward 
obeying the command, ‘Be strong and of a_ good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed,” 
which gives him a right to believe, ‘“The Lord is with 
thee whithersoever thou goest.”’ 
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To REVEREND RUTLEDGE 


O! Friend who started us t’ward God; 
Our burdens we can easily bear, 

For God our feet shall always tread, 
He has answered all our prayers. 


We took your lines of argument; 
Your texts and creed so very strong; 
These to our tempter we'll present, 
Our Band will win ’gainst wrong. 


Although our hearts are young and weak; 
We trust in Him for all our needs, 
We'll strive to help Him by our speech, 

So pray for us and help, we plead. 


And though some of the people thought, 
That by a great and wondrous plan | 

They’d change our lives—They never can, ~ 
God’s power only, changes man. 


Sin keeps a face turned toward the ground; 
Heart filled with woe, crushed to the sod 

Poor sin-sick soul why still be bound? 
Why grieve a loving God? 
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We praise His justice; even such, 
He is pitying us we deem; 

They seek a king; If Him, they’d touch 
A robe that hath no seam. 


We see the wrong which overbroods 

This great cruel world of pain and loss; 
We hear our Lord’s Beatitudes, 

The prayer upon the cross. 


Our pastor’s kind work hand in hand; 
With us in all that’s being done, 

We'll keep that spirit with the Band, 
Our work has just begun. 


In this beautiful home village, 
We are working in its midst, 
And we never can go downward; 

If the tempter we resist. 


—Edna B. Lester. 


Presented to Reverend O. C. Rutledge May 7, 
1922, by the Gideon Band of Carson City. 
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CHAPTER II 


Hupson, INDIANA 


Evangelist and Mrs. Rutledge held the Rothfuss 
Assembly Camp at Hillsdale, Michigan, in August, 
1923. It was here that the co-ordinating committee 
met and arranged for the Rutledges to work in 
the North Ohio District of the United Brethren for 
the coming year. 

The Evangelist and wife with their young son 
Don, then only a year and a half old, made the trip 
to Adrian Michigan where the Evangelist rededicated 
the Adrian church. From here they drove to Hud- 
son, Indiana to begin their first meeting in the dis- 
trict. 

Rev. Elmer Stucker was the pastor in charge on 
the Hudson circuit. He was ready for his part and 
surely did all in his power to make the revival a 
success. The meeting seemed to start off slowly, al- 
though the interest was good. All the forces were 
nut into action. Mrs. Rutledge organized a senior 
and junior choir for the revival. Hudson had some 
real singers in both of the choirs and the ‘song ‘sér,, | 
vice became one of the outstanding*features in the 
revival. | 

After a few nights of hard work ‘the workets\be+ 
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gan to sense a need in the services. Some were com- 
ing to the altar, but there was no real soul burden 
or prevailing prayer. Day prayer meetings were 
called, and the evangelist tried to lead the church in- 
to deeper concern for souls and for each other. The 
prayer meetings were good but not of the free pre- 
vailing type, which stirs the church to greater activ- 
ity and awakens sinners to their need of . Christ. 
There were some difficulties in the way of the spirit 
and yet the Lord was working as best He could 
under the prevailing conditions. 

One afternoon in the prayer service, after the 
Evangelist had spent more than five hours in prayer 
and the church had been praying under the burden the 
Spirit of the Lord came in power. Restitutions were 
made and wrongs were made right and the church 
arose in her might and God answered prayer. A real 
revival broke out in Hudson. That night was a new 
era in the revival. A wonderful spirit prevailed 
throughout the service and when the Evangelist made 
the plea for sinners to seek the Lord a number came 
down the aisles of the church, to the altar and gave 
God their hearts. The revival continued to grow in 
interest, souls were made to see their lost condition 
without Christ. Dati 

More than fifty were converted, and about forty 
joined the church. All who worked in the campaign 
felt that it paid to tarry and wait upon the Lord, 
Who does answer prayer. 
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CHAPTER III 
IN THE FicHtT; MONTGOMERY, MICHIGAN 


The second campaign to which the Evangelistic 
Party was called was at Montgomery, Michigan. 
Rev. Ralph Morse was the pastor in charge at this 
place. Rev. Morse showed deep concern for the 
revival even weeks before its beginning and drove a 
number of miles several different times to consult 
with the Evangelist concerning the plans and methods 
which were to be used on his field. 

As the meeting at Hudson did not close on sched- 
uled time the Evangelist and wife were delayed in 
their part of the beginning at Montgomery but the 
faithful pastor had begun the campaign and the work 
was nicely started when the Party arrived. Brother 
and Sister Rutledge with their son Baby Don made 
their home at the parsonage upon their arrival at 
Montgomery and began at once to lay the founda- 
tion for a soul winning revival. 

The next day after their arrival the Evangelist 
with the pastor visited the business men of the town 
pressing the claims of the church and Christian ser- 
vice upon those who because of their standing in the 
community would have a wide influence for good if 
they would step into active service for God. 
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The first act of Mrs. Rutledge was to organize 
a senior choir and a junior choir both of which ren- 
dered efficient service in the campaign. You have 
heard of a vaudeville troupe, a fighting troop or a 
praying troop but Montgomery had a singing Throop 
(troop) a male quartet composed of four brothers, 
and these men were living consecrated witnesses for 
God. 

Spiritualizing the forces of righteousness was 
the work accomplished during the greater part of th 
first week. Nothing is more delightful to a true fol- 
lower of God than to be led into plain paths and ex- 
plore new territory in the spiritual realm of our God 
and the unfolding of the old yet ever new truths by 
the Evangelist helped to establish many in a firmer 
relationship with the Divine. ) 

Soon unsaved souls became anxious concerning 
their salvation and the despairing cries of the lost 
were speedily turned to rejoicing as they beheld the 
pardoning welcome of the Savior. The stormy 
weather and rough roads were not sufficient barriers 
to keep the people away from the services and in 
almost every service souls found their way to an 
altar of prayer. 

Montgomery is on the map for God and right- 
eousness and purposes to keep the ensign of King 
Immanuel far above any other. 
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CHAPTER IV 


FORWARD STEPS;ADRIAN, MICHIGAN. 


A sense of gratitude and appreciation enters in- 
to the report for the excellent work done on the 
Adrian field of labor by Evangelist O. C. Rutledge 
and Mrs. Cora H. Rutledge, director of music. His 
work as an evangelist was well accepted and com- 
manded the interest and attention of large crowds of 
people. His preaching was effectual and contained 
no uncertain sound as to the truth; his ability to reach 
men by the gospel method is unexcelled. Mrs. Rut- 
ledge is an accomplished choir leader and _ soloist. 
Her selections are rich in character, being gospel 
songs exclusively. Her messages in song are highly 
spoken of by all, and find their way into the hearts 
of the people. Her work with the Juniors is of the 
highest quality and of unmeasured value. 

Evangelist Rutledge first visited Adrian during 
the month of February 1923, the meeting beginning 
January 31 and closing February 28. This first vis- 
it was made by the Evangelist alone, Mrs. Rutledge 
not being with him on this eastern trip. During this 
meeting opportunity was sought to carry the gospel 
message to the laboring people and nine factories 
were visited and the gospel presented in a very force- 
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SENIOR AND JUNIOR CHOIRS, ADRIAN, MICHIGAN 


These choirs under the direction of Mrs. Cora Rutledge did the singing 

for the Campaign where 180 persons were seekers at the Altar of prayer 

during a four weeks’ meeting, and for the dedication of the retuilt and 
strictly modern church. 


ful manner. Our visits were welcomed and the atten- 
dance and interest splendid. In this way the gospel 
message was brought to four hundred fifty persons 
who were in attendance at the services. ‘These meet- 
ings gave the campaign publicity and many persons 
from the various factories found their way to the 
evening services and later found the Lord as their per- 
sonal Saviour. . | 

During the campaign, prayer meetings were held 
four afternoons each week, when the church, bur- 
dened for lost souls would gather for prayer and med- 
itation before God. Nearly all of these meetings 
were led by the Evangelist who brought such mes- 
sages as would encourage the church to go forward. 
Group leaders were appointed and after prayer at 
the church they formed in groups under the direc- 
tion of these leaders and went into the homes for 
prayer. During these short services in the various 
homes several yielded their lives to the Lord. 

Many nights during this campaign, great crowds 
of people eager to hear the gospel would fill the 
church to its capacity and some nights the room 
proved insufficient and people were turned away. 
Many found their way to an altar of prayer in these 
services. The Sunday morning services were high 
marks during the campaign. The second Sunday, 
the entire congregation was moved to tears because 
of the mighty melting power of the Holy Spirit and 
nine persons bowed at the altar of prayer. The third 
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Sunday twenty-one sought and obtained salvation, 
and the fourth Sunday fourteen knelt at the altar in 
a special consecration service. Another splendid 
feature of the campaign was the Sunday afternoon 
services which were held for the young people and the 
converts of the meeting, the attendance reaching two 
hundred. Other special services were, “Father and 
Son” night, “Mother and Daughter” night, ““Family” 
night and “Young People” night, which added greatly 
to the success of the revival. During the cam- 
paign there were one hundred seventeen that bowed 
at an altar of prayer seeking pardon for their sin 
and fourteen in special consecration for the Lord’s 
work. 

At the close of the revival a get-acquainted meet- 
ing was held at the home of Mrs. Leli Lenardson, 
convert of the meeting, with eighty-five in attendance. 
A short program was enjoyed by all, which included 
several short addresses, after which light refresh- 
ments were served. | 

The success of this revival cannot be measured 
by the visible results but the church enjoys a greater 
prestige in the community than ever before. The 
church was greatly strengthened as a result of the 
revival; sixty were taken into the church and_ the 
attendance at the regular services was greatly in- 
creased. The Sunday school netted a large gain, the 
Christian Endeavor received new members and a 
greater inspiration, the prayer meeting showed 
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a substantial increase in ~ attendance, and _ the 
spiritual life of the church was more pronounced. A 
young people’s prayer meeting was started, following 
the revival which was well attended and proved a 
great help to the young converts. 

The increased attendance at the various services 
made necessary the adding of more room to the church 
building to accomodate and make possible for a great- 
er future. Plans were immediately made for the re- 
modeling of the building and the work began. about 
April 1, 1923. An addition, sixteen feet square, was 
added to the old building giving space for three Sun- 
day school rooms, a large balcony to accommodate 
two classes, a large choir loft and a library room. 
A new belfry was built with steps inside, and a room 
above, that may be finished when needed, also a. la- 
dies rest room was added to the basement. Modern- 
izing the church building was accomplished at a to- 
tal cost of $6,832.46. When the building was nearly 
completed, arrangements were made for Evangelist 
Rutledge and wife to come and dedicate the building. 
The dedicatory service was held October 28, 1923, 
special services beginning on Thursday preceding. A 
splendid opening service was enjoyed and services 
were held on Friday and Saturday evenings with a 
very fitting service on Sunday. A large. congrega- 
tion was present in the morning service with two hun- 
dred seventy-five in Sunday school, and in the eve- 
ning service the house was filled to its capacity. . The 
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fullamount of the indebtedness was raised by cash 
and subscription. 

The second visit to Adrain was during the month 
of January 1924, beginning January 9, and closing 
February 6. The factories were again visited and 
Evangelist Rutledge addressed four hundred thirty 
eight men. These noon services in the factories 
proved a great benefit to the evening services because 
of the publicity and interest added. Prayer meetings 
were held in the afternoon and group leaders took 
charge of the district work. 

Mrs. Rutledge gave valuable service in the music 
department. A large senior choir of: young people 
gave inspiration to the services. Also a large junior 
choir was organized and brought special messages 
in song each evening. Her work with the senior and 
junior choirs was of the highest in efficiency and 
greatly enjoyed by all. Local talent was selected 
and trained by Mrs. Rutledge and many selections 
were rendered by some of the home folks. The gos- 
pel in song brought by Mrs. Rutledge each evening 
was a spiritual uplift to the services. By her splendid 
selections and the pleasing way in which she sang, 
the message found its way into the hearts of the peo- 
ple and many times the congregation was brought to 
tears. 

The crowds were large throughout the campaign 
and the added room was a real necessity. One room 
was used for a prayer room which proved to be a 
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great help in the meeting. The personal workers 
would take seekers to this room where instruction 
might be given without interruption, thus adding 
greatly to the efficiency of the altar work. Some of 
the most precious meetings, when the Holy Spirit 
would come down in melting power, were held in this 
room. Seekers felt free to earnestly seek the Lord 
and workers exercised greater power with the Lord 
in prayer. The special evenings during the campaign 
were a great success and on “Family” night there 
were eighty families present, including one family of 
twelve. 

During the campaign one hundred thirty-seven 
bowed at the altar of prayer seeking pardon for their 
sins, forty-three reconsecrated their lives to the Lord’s 
work and sixty-three were added to the church mem- 
bership. The Sunday school and Christian Endeavor 
each received an added number to their membership. 

During both these series of meetings special of- 
ferings were taken to care for the expenses of the 
campaigns and remunerate the evangelist and wife 
for their services, the total for both meetings amount- 
ing to nearly $1000.00. At the close of the revival 
a get acquainted meeting was held at the home of 
Elwood Rinehart, convert of the campaign, with one 
hundred fifty-two in attendance. A fine program 
was rendered, light refreshments were served and an 
enjoyable evening was spent by all present. 

These two revivals have meant much to the prog- 
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ress of the church in Adrian. The principles of the 
church and its real purpose, hold greater respect in 
the city than ever before. To say that these meetings 
were a success, is making it very mild and the _ in- 
fluence is still being realized in bringing results to the 
church. We feel that seed has been sown that will 
yet bring a harvest. May the Lord continue to bless 
Evangelist and Mrs. Rutledge in the great work they 
are doing for the kingdom and give them souls for 
their hire, is our prayer. ‘He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” 
Psalms 126: 6. 
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CHAPTER V 
Tue RuTLEDGE CAMPAIGN AT BLISSFIELD 


For nearly a year the people of Blissfield looked 
forward for the day to arrive when the revival meet- 
ing should open with Brother and Sister Rutledge 
leading. So on Wednesday eve, February 13, 1924, 
the hour came and the work began. 

The pastor introduced Mrs. Rutledge who led in 
song service using some of the old gospel songs which 
seemed to have a new meaning and under the artistic 
touch of a master song leader led the congregation to 
see new things in song service. After a half hour of 
song, Brother Rutledge was introduced, and in a very 
pleasing manner made himself acquainted with his 
audience by sparring for place with one class of his 
auditors with wit, then to another class with humor, 
then with challenge for the critic, and soon led to the 
subject of the evening which was the key of the cam- 
paign and a challenge to every sinner and Christian 
in town, “Come Ye, Go Ye.” 

1. The man; He is a man with a passion for men. 
A man who has known sin, and senses its crimson 
here, with its eternal effect of suffering, shame, and 
death. Aman with the sense of appreciation for what 
the Savior has done for him and hundreds of others 
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whom he has seen saved. A man with the living mes- 
sage of a living Christ to dying men. A man witha 
vision of the smallness of men but with a vision of the 
bigness of the Christ. A man with a program and 
executive ability to put it across, a program subject 
to the Holy Spirit. A man who believes the Bible 
from cover to cover. A man who believes in men for 
what God intended them to be. A man who believes 
that God will win by the power of truth. A man who 
has no fear for the success of the cause he advocates, 
if given a chance. A man who believes in the church 
of his choice, for her principles are founded on the 
word of God. A man who believes in prayer as the 
greatest element of success in church or individual 
life. A man who is ready for sacrifice or service. A 
man with a mission to young and old. A man of con- 
victions and the courage to express them. A man 
whose honesty is easily noticed, in his straightforward 
dealing with men in relation to the truth. A man who 
found out that men were willing to follow the man 
who knew. He knows God, the Bible and the Holy 
Spirit. 

2. The Man’s Message; His key from it, ‘‘As I 
was with Moses so I will be with thee.”’ Rev. Rut- 
ledge believes this so literally that it is to him the 
present God of power. His message is one of hopeful- 
ness, big with divine possibilities for a lost world. 
His large experience in the evangelistic work furnishes 
him with hundreds of incidents in which the practical 
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saving truth and power of the gospel has been demon- 
strated. These incidents have been stored in memory 
and are called for at will and enrich the message out 
of first hand knowledge. The message is also vivified 
by the ability of the speaker to make things live by 
keen imagination. He sees what he describes, and 
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lives in the presence of the thing written in the Bible, 
to him it lives, it walks, it talks, it is true, it is the 
power of God in the word vitalized, living. 

His descriptive power is keen with original wit, 
and practical humor. One outstanding fact is ever 
apparent, namely that he believes God, and no mat- 
ter what man may say, God is true if it makes every 
man a liar. But yet, withal, there is always the love 
for the man to whom the message is sent, and the pur- 
pose of the messenger is always to righly impress men 
that God, whatever his grief or his insult, is to extend 
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mercy to the salvation of every sinner. What a royal 
ambassador he is. How he stands true as the repre- 
sentative of his God and the Christ; yet what plead- 
ings with, and for, the erring to be reconciled to God. 
His is preeminantly an evangelist of men. He ad- 
mires them. He loves them and his message is an ap- 
peal to their manhood backed by blood red convic- 
tions. To be a man with him is admirable but to be 
God’s man is adorable. So his message to men is 
ever to call out from them their best, to answer their 
conscience, their call from the upper, God’s call. No 
night would be too dark or road too long to hinder 
him from going with his gospel message of truth, love, 
and mercy to a needy or dying sinner. No effort is 
too much or hour too weary to hinder him from sens- 
ing a need or answering a call for help in spiritual 
things. His sense of honor for the word of God is as 
true as the needle of the compass to the pole. He has 
seen the power of the gospel so often manifest as “‘the 
power of God unto salvation” that there is no doubt 
in his mind. His message is so direct in application 
and kind in its enforcement that men by these powers 
are convicted of their sins at once. The Bible, it’s 
doctrines and stories never become common to him 
by their oft being repeated, because they are fresh- 
ened by the “Showing” of the Holy Spirit to his spirit, 
and things new and old are ever recurring to his mind. 
So as a messenger of God he stands among us as one 
equipped with many of the best gifts of the Spirit can 
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endow a man with. Some of which are, a passion for 
souls, a trained prayer life, a tested faith, a vision for 
big things, a courage to preach his convictions, a sen- 
sitive ear to hear the voice of God, a knowledge of the 
signs of the Spirits working. 

3. His Methods; There are different methods by 
which men conduct their evangelistic meetings, yet 
there are a few things which must characterize every 
successful one; and a man’s knowledge of these and 
the working of these things will bring success. Rev. 
Rutledge’s methods may not be summed up in this 
writing, but notice shall be taken of some of them. 
The first and chief task of the Evangelist in our town 
this year, and there have been three of them, has been 
to sufficiently get the attention of unsaved people to 
have them attend the services. His method was to 
call on all business men in their places of business the 
first days of the meeting. Then it was the business 
of his song leader, Mrs. Rutledge, to have a program 
in music by the choir and trained Juniors to interest 
an audience for from 40 to 50 minutes. The special 
songs by Mrs. Rutledge or the quartet or a duet or 
solo was always introduced and as far as possible con- 
tained a thought or expressed the theme of the even- 
ing. But always the speaker emphasized the song ser- 
vice or the special songs by introduction, or endose- 
mentby hearty amens. The old hymns of gospel truths 
are his favorites. He carries his own books; has none 
to sell, but tries to have enough so that all people may 
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be supplied. His custom is to keep his audience in 
expectation by the announcement of his subjects well 
in advance. He observes special nights, such as 
“Father and Sons” night, ‘“Mother and Daughters” 
night, ‘““High School” night, and the ‘Sunday School 
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Decision Day.”’ On the morning when this was held 
there were twenty-six at the altar. The week of these 
special services was the second week of the meeting, 
when handbills were spread over the town by visitors 
from the congregation calling at doors and personally 
invited, especially the unsaved,*to the meeting. By 
the end of this second week we were having all the 
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people we could seat in our church. The third week 
we beganby praying bands, of three to five, going into 
the homes of the unsaved with singing, scripture read- 
ing, and prayer, leaving a cordial invitation to attend 
the meeting and seek the Lord. Up to the close of 
the second week the preaching is usually to the church 
by which time some are sure there is a golden wedge 
among the stuff. But no one is allowed to make the 
assault unless they are ready to forgive. No one is 
spared from attack against their sins and the catalog 
is usually complete enough so that it is an extraor- 
dinary good church member who does not get called 
for something. The unsaved are usually in high 
glee to see the church get what they think has been 
long due. But when the preaching turns to sinners 
in the light of the law of God, in the present oppor- 
tunity in the light of gospel truth, amid offered mercy, 
in the history of past judgments and the results of 
lost opportunities, rejected love and mercies together 
with willful despite to the spirit of grace, sinners 
change their minds and many weep their way to God, 
glad to have a chance to be called to the mercy seat 
and be in such a meeting. The altar call if properly 
supported by a praying church, would be irresistable 
to any congregation of sinners. The perfect under- 
standing between Evangelist Rutledge and his wife 
in the altar call makes this part of the service very 
effective. She never stops singing until the spirit of 
appeal is exhausted. The altar work seems to be 
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most thorough; no one is allowed to get away from 
the altar until they can say they believe and are con- 
vinced that a change is wrought in their hearts. The 
revival at Blissfield is one that is being talked of for 
many miles around. It drew from every church, 
from every community, town and hamlet for ten 
miles. A mighty work was started toward the evan- 
gelization of this part of the country. Should the 
Rutledges have the privilege of repeating their visit 
to this town and have the cooperation they deserve 
from the Christian people, they should be able to 
lead hundreds to God. To this end we devoutly pray. 
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CHAPTER VI 
THE COoRUNNA CAMPAIGN 


Everyone was looking forward to their coming. 
Posters had been placed in conspicuous places and 
people were talking of the approaching meeting. 
Evangelist and Mrs. Rutledge and Baby Don arrived 
Saturday, March, twenty-third, and were taken to 
their new home for their four-week stay. They were 
located near the church with good people, where they 
could rest, study, and do as they wished for the suc- 
cess of the revival campaign. 

Evangelist Rutledge consulted with the pastor as 
to conditions on the field, and it did not take long 
to see that he knew evangelism. Several questions 
were asked necessary to know conditions so as to 
do successful work; plans were laid to meet the need 
of existing conditions and a working program was 
launched that enlisted every child of God for active 
service. The Evangelist sought to know the leadings 
of the Spirit in the formulating of plans that a suc- 
cessful conclusion might be reached in the work un- 
dertaken. 

Sunday morning, following Sunday school, Mrs. 
Rutledge was introduced and immediately began her 
work as song leader. The song service better pre- 
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pared the people for the gospel message of truth and 
power and a deep spiritual atmosphere permeated the 
service. At times some of the people were laughing, 
at other times tears were flowing, and often people 
were saying, “Amen,” to what was being said. Just 
as a farmer must know the kind of soil in order to best 
know how to till it, so the speaker was using his 
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first sermon to find the nature of the people he had 
to work with so as to do effective work. He sounded 
every field and knew how to deal with conditions ac- 
cordingly. A knowledge of men and of human nature 
helps the Evangelist to accomplish the work in a 
short time that would take many others a great length 
of time to even sense its presence. 

At the evening service, the church was nearly 
filled and the sermon was given in such a way as to 
draw the curiosity of the people so that they would 


(43) 


be present at other services. Evangelist Rutledge was 
still studying his audience in order to find out what 
methods would prove most effective in getting people 
to line up for Christ. It seemed just like a surgeon 
studying his patient so that he might find the ailment 
in order to affect a cure. At this service there were 
several church members that held up their hands for 
prayer and had they come to the altar and reconse- 
crated, it would have been one of the best happenings 
to start the revival. You who shall read these lines, 
whenever an opportunity is given to come to the al- 
tar and you are not quite right, for the success of the 
meeting, take the right stand. Because people failed 
to come forward at that service was one of the re- 
grettable incidents of the revival. When the fallow 
ground is broken, then will surely be a harvest. 

Several days following the first Sunday’s work one 
might have seen the wisdom of the methods used. 
The business district was canvassed and it was a 
pleasure to be with the Evangelist in this canvass. 
In one store the proprietor heard the practical side of 
being a Christian. A word of advice was given to 
one man; at other places, where several were gathered, 
he told them something that gripped their hearts. 
“Witnessing for Christ” would be a proper term. The 
work was done so tactfully that everyone knew the 
benefits of being a Christian. 

At this time afternoon prayer meetings were held 
in the church. This proved to be one of the strong 
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features of the work. No one could picture just how 
close the Lord sometimes came. People began to 
work from house to house. There was a real concern 
for the meetings and people began to pray in earnest. 
The Evangelist had an apt way of getting other peo- 
ple to bear the burdens of the lost and to do the work 
necessary to win them for Christ. 
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Following the afternoon prayer service, Mrs. 
Rutledge gathered the Juniors at the church and 
trained them for their part of the evening services. 
It was delightful to sit for awhile and watch her with 
the Juniors. It was such training as will benefit them 
throughout life. The schools were visited to encour- 
age the children and young people to choose the right 
way of living and in many cases the students became 
regular attendants of the revival and a number be- 
came members of the junior choir. 
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Splendid work was also done in the high school 
and the other schools of the community. The talks 
were adapted to the grades the pupils represented. 
When we were at the high school one boy was loung- 
ing in his seat, and the Evangelist told a story that de- 
scribed him exactly. The boy looked around care- 
fully to see if any one saw him, while the speaker be- 
gan smiling, and then the entire school began laugh- 
ing. The boy then sat up straight, of course. The 
talk was given in such a way that they will not for- 
get the gospel message it contained. 

The services were now taking form for intensive 
work. Christians saw the need of more effort, and 
sinners were showing their sense of guilt. When the 
altar calls were given, men and women showed deep 
concern. Had all come to the altar and found Christ 
that were under conviction there would have been a 
great multitude of people saved. Christians could see 
the effect of their prayers when sinners began to 
think seriously. Some of Corunna’s vilest sinners 
were at the services, but a number rejected the 
Savior, choosing to barter their souls for the trifling 
frivolities of earth. 

In a revival there are always certain outstanding 
services. Let us mention two or three in this cam- 
paign. On a Saturday evening a man for whom our 
hearts had been burdened was personally invited to 
become a Christian. He came to the altar and 
kneeled down. Then his wife found her way to his 
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side. The husband with a prayer on his lips for his 
sin burdened soul, put his arm about his wife and to- 
gether they prayed for salvation. Then Brother Rut- 
ledge began praying, and Oh! what a prayer, Heaven 
actually became a reality. We have never seen great- 
er spiritual power manifested than at this time. The 
Divine was sensibly near. The man rose to his feet 
having Christ and began to exhort his wife. 

At another time on a Sunday morning when the 
two Sunday schools with their classes were present 
and a chance was given to invite the unsaved to the 
altar, twelve persons responded to the invitations 
given, and what a service this was. There was weep- 
ing; there was rejoicing. Prayer was on the hearts of 
these sinners as they cried to God for deliverance from 
sin. Victory came as God has promised. Praise His 
name. We would be glad if we might live anew these 
blessed experiences. 

The last day of the eiival was also a great day. 
One of the most sacred services was when a fine num- 
ber joined the church. The sermon on “Blessed 
Hope,” was one that lifted people higher in their 
spiritual life. Then the song Mrs. Rutledge sang, 
“When They Ring Those Golden Bells For You and 
Me,” was wonderful. Following this an offering of 
two hundred dollars was secured in a very short time. 

The evening service will not soon be forgotten; 
it being the farewell service. The church would not 
seat all the people. After preaching and an altar call 
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Evangelist Rutledge spoke the closing words of ex- 
hortation and farewell, and then Mrs. Rutledge 
spoke, making special mention relative to the two 
choirs and their work. Many people throughout the 
house were weeping and the tie that binds was indeed 
a tender tie. After the benediction people came to 
the front of the church without being asked to do so, 
and shook hands for the last time with the Evangelist 
and his wife. Sinners came, showing their respect: 
those who had been saved likewise manifested their 
gratitude, and church workers were saying good-bye. 
So closed the campaign at eventide with the saved and 
unsaved bidding Godspeed to the man and woman 
whom God had used for their help. 

It was the private life of the Evangelist and Mrs. 
Rutledge that showed the greatest power. In con- 
versation one sees deeper into the heart life. No one 
may know the burdens they had for the people of 
Corunna. The scars of the hard battle seemed deep- 
est when they were hid away from the public; the 
glory of the Lord in their lives shone brighter, it 
was all for Christ, their lives were of Christ. 

This battle has been fought and victory is on the 
Lord’s side. The Saviour is indeed precious and how 
marvellous are his works to the children of men. As 
the Party travel their onward way and as this people 
work in the home field the Holy Spirit will be the nev- 
er failing Guide to lead those who will follow, safely 
through life’s devious paths to the Haven.of Rest. 
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CHAPTER VII 


‘““ALVORDTON, A ONE HUNDRED PER CENT INCREASE.” 


Keeping an account, financial or otherwise,  re- 
veals the true condition of affairs and perusal of 
this chapter reveals the position of Alvordton United 
Brethren church previous to, and immediately fol- 
lowing the Rutledge revival campaigns. In 1923 the 
membership was thirty with an average attendance 
of forty-five at Sunday school. The spiritual tide 
was low and not much work was being done, discour- 
agement seemed uppermost in the thoughts of the 
people. Most of the members were elderly. people 
and the grip upon the hearts and lives of the young 
people was negligible. The Christian Endeavor 
was composed mostly of associate members the aver- 
age attendance of the active members being three. 

Reverend H. B. Peter became pastor of this 
charge in 1923 and he, with the faithful ones of the 
church, felt a great burden and had a deep desire to 
bring the lost of the community to God. There was 
much prayer on the part of God’s people and plans 
were discussed relative to securing an evangelist. The 
desire was to secure Evangelist Rutledge and partv 
and through earnest prayer and the active efforts of 
Christian workers this-desire was realized. A few 
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members were anxious because of finance but work 
accomplished for God brings more prayers and pay- 
ers and fewer kickers, knockers, buckers and runa- 
ways and when folks mind God. His cause never 
suffers. 

In February, previous to the aerial which was 
held in May, the Christian Endeavor society held a 
consecration meeting under the leadership of the pas- 
tor and regular services for the Endeavor were re- 
sumed once more with a renewed interest and an in- 
crease in attendance. Special prayer metings were 
held for one week previous-to the beginning of the 
revival campaign and a survey of the community was 
taken showing that seventy-seven families preferred 
the United Brethren church. 

Evangelist and Mrs. Rutledge sce revival ser- 
vices April 27, 1924, Mr. Regnier entering the ser- 
vices one week later: The Evangelist delivered 
stirring messages to the church during the first week 
and then the heavy artillery was turned upon the 
ranks of the enemy. As a means of reaching out for 
men and interesting them in the cause of Christ and 
their personal salvation the business men of the town 
were visited and also the unsaved of the community 
round about. The pastor spent a great deal of time 
in active service on this sea in the interest of the 
revival. 

Under the direction of Mrs. Rutledge the music 
was a strong attraction of the campaign. Mr. Reg- 
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nier assisted and the local talent was very faithful in 
rendering their services. Mrs. Rutledge has a rich 
soprano voice and her interpretation of the well . 
chosen selections in solo work adds power and charm 
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These singers were faithful, efficient and willing. 


that wins her audiences immediately. With the aid 
of the Holy Spirit sinners are often made to tremble 
because of their lost condition revealed so _ clearly 
through the message in song. The duet and quartet 
selections were appreciated also and these messages 
were blessed of God. The junior choir was a distinc- 
tive feature in the work at Alvordton. Between thir- 
ty and forty voices were enlisted to sing praises to 
God and no doubt many an older person was brought 
closer to Jesus through the activities of these Juniors, 
and many of the Juniors were saved also. 


(51) 


Attendance at Sunday school increased during 
the revival and the record attendance was on Moth- 
er’s Day, with one hundred thirty-two present. Ten 
members were added to the Christian Endeavor roll 
and others joined later. Seventy-one sought and 
found pardon for sin and there were fifteen accessions 
to the church. Spiritually, the church was much 
benefited and courage was everywhere in evidence. 
Finances for the campaign were easily secured with- 
out hardship to anyone. 

At the close of the campaign it was evident to the 
members that a larger church building was necessary 
if the organization was to grow and prosper. Ac- 
cordingly plans were made to enlarge the church with 
a basement underneath. In connection with these 
plans it was decided to hold another revival and the 
Rutledge Party was again secured. The rededicatory 
service of the church building was to be in charge of 
Evangelist Rutledge also. 

The dimensions of the old church building were 
twenty-six by forty feet. The dimensions of the 
remodeled structure are: the main chapel, twenty- 
six by fifty-two feet; class room addition, sixteen 
by thirty-two feet; the vestibule, eight by eight feet 
and the basement, sixteen by thirty-two feet. The 
church trustees, the building committee, which was 
appointed by the church trustees, the finance board, 
and the pastor worker faithfully and in rata ih) for 
the success of the undertaking. 
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The Christian Endeavor society assumed respon- 
sibility for providing the funds necessary to place 
windows of stained art glass in the building. Three 
windows were sold for memorial windows, the Wo- 
man’s Missionary Association purchased one, and 
the True Blue Sunday school class of young people 
purchased another. The remaining windows were 
paid for by the Endeavor society, the total amount 
paid out by the Endeavorers for this purpose being 
one hundred thirty-seven dollars and twenty-eight 
cents. 

The second revival campaign under the direction 
of the Rutledges was held during the month of Jan- 
uary 1925. Not only did the Evangelist bring won- 
derful gospel messages but he did much _ personal 
work and also planned for and helped to secure mon- 
ey for the rededication of the church. The searching 
and appealing messages and invitations from the 
pulpit were freighted with divine power and unction. 
The messenger was fearless in proclaiming the truth 
in its entirety and the soul burden which he carried 
was proof of his sincerity. The unsaved were great- 
ly wrought upon but some, even against their own 
enlightened and better judgment, refused to crown 
Jesus as Lord of all in their lives. However fifty-one 
yielded to the Savior and twenty-five joined the 
church. 

Personal work was a strong feature of this cam- 
paign and many were saved as a direct result of vis- 
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its made by the evangelist, pastor, and other workers 
in the revival. One day a party of workers drove in- 
to a farmyard and the father of the home was at 
the well getting a bucket of water. A few words 
were spoken in the name of the Master and _ the 
workers passed on to other places. Within three 
nights the entire family was won to Christ and in a 
personal testimony the man declared that the per- 
sonal visit won him for God. At a cottage prayer 
meeting three elderly men, one past seventy years 
of age, and also one young man prayed through and 
what a time of rejoicing! 

The junior choir was much in evidence in. this 
campaign, the new songs brought by Mrs. Rutledge 
added to the already splendid collection proved a 
source of never ending inspiration to the singers as 
well as the listeners. The success of “Junior night” 
was a credit to those who sang and especially to the 
director. The congregational singing brought spir- 
itual food to many hungry hearts and the chorus 
selections rendered by the senior choir brought the 
gospel message of peace and salvation in harmony 
with the preaching of the word. 

A service unique and blessed was the dedicatory 
service of the life size picture of “The Good Shep- 
herd” showing the Savior with a lamb in his arms and 
four sheep standing close by. Twenty coats of 
French zinc paint were used in painting the picture 
and the artist spent twenty-eight working days be- 


(54) 


side parts of days and odd moments in its comple- 
tion. This picture which is with Evangelist and Mrs. 
Rutledge in all their campaigns was presented to them 
by the artist, Mr. Edwin D. Cary, to be used in evan- 
gelistic work. It was a time of sacredness when this 
beautiful work of art so descriptive of the Master’s 
life was dedicated to His service. Hearts were melted 
and tears flowed freely as men beheld the Christ por- 
trayed on canvas. 

There were many special seasons of refreshing 
during this time of harvest and the revival closed with 
the Church far stronger numerically, financially and 
spiritually than ever before. Comparison of the 
following statistics with those in the fore part of the 
chapter show a substantial gain in every department. 
Church membership, seventy-five; Sunday school 
enrollment, one hundred thirty-five; average Sunday 
school attendance, eighty-five; record attendance at 
Sunday school (1925) one hundred forty-five. Chris- 
tian Endeavor enrollment, active members twenty- 
nine; associate members, five; average attendance, 
twenty-eight. 

Various organizations of the church and Sunday 
school made pledges to the church at the rededicatory 
service. During the day two thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars was subscribed, and more than one-half 
the amount was paid in cash, 

The rededicatory service was beautiful and im- 
pressive in its simplicity. Special features of the 
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ceremony were the rendition of the sacred solo “Open 
The Gates of The Temple” by Mrs. Rutledge and 
the sermon by the Evangelist who used the subject 
“Forward Ye Church.” The Holy Spirit was gracious- 
ly near and it was truly a time of rejoicing for the 
Alvordton United Brethren church folks. 

The program for the dedicatory service was car- 
ried out with one or two exceptions caused by ab- 
sences. 

_ For all the gracious benefits received from God 
this people may surely say “I was glad when they 
said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord.” 
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CHAPTER VIII 
BATTLES AND VICTORIES; HOPEWELL, INDIANA 


Truly we do not know but what God in His all 
wise providence may have directed in a much stronger 
way than even suspected, the plans for the spread of 
the Gospel and the further establishment of His king- 
dom in this place. 

Hopewell, like many another country church, had 
been on the decline for several years but there are 
always those upon whom God can depend to remain 
faithful and carry on His work and here was no ex- 
ception. 

Evangelist Rutledge and Mr. Regnier arrived at 
the church on a Saturday evening so as to be present 
for the opening of the campaign Sunday morning, but 
upon their arrival they learned that the pastor, in an- 
ticipation of the revival, had planned a prayer service 
for the evening and thus the party was pressed into 
immediate service. Mrs. Rutledge and baby Don re- 
mained in Hillsdale for a few days rest and came the 
following Thursday. 

The first week of the meeting brought its harvest 
but the progress of the Gospel train was impeded 
somewhat because of long standing grievances, petty 
jealousies, and: discord among the brethren. How 
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many times Satan uses these means to ensnare us and 
draw us away from the narrow path. God help you, 
reader friend, to keep your eyes fixed upon Jesus 
and not upon others or upon self. Ina spiritual way 
Brother Rutledge is both physician and surgeon and 
he skillfully applied the art of both. The task of get- 
ting the church into efficient working order was be- 
gun and the old gospel plumb line certainly sounded 
the depths of men and womens’ lives. Church mem- 
bers felt the need of a closer walk with God and in 
the afternoon prayer services the Holy Spirit was 
graciously outpoured as seekers sought earnestly and 
definitely for the help and power desired. Confes- 
sions were made, long standing grudges were settled, 
and personal grievances were laid aside as the search- 
ing truths of the scriptures were so forcefully and 
powerfully brought to bear upon the community and 
individual life. 

A fitting climax to these services came when 
Brother Romine, a man who has worked in the church 
for years, publicly confessed to his indifference and 
coldness toward the services of God’s house and he 
expressed a determination that, let come what may, 
he would be true tothe cause. This last year has 
proved the sincerity of his statement. 

A calling program was launched whereby it was 
determined to come in personal contact with every 
person within a radius of two miles of the church. 
Rev. Lewis Rigelman, pastor, Evangelist Rutledge 
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and Mr. Regnier carried out the plans of this program 
which created a very favorable impression in the com- 
munity toward the interest in the revival. 





CONVERTS OF THE HOPEWELL REVIVAL 
This picture represents a part of the results of the revival. 


Twenty-seven souls found peace with the Savior, 
the church took higher ground spiritually, and the en- 
tire community was stirred. Hopewell Church cer- 
tainly wields a greater influence in the community be- 
cause of the revival and the closing day came with 
many expressing a desire that the meeting might con- 
tinue. The closing day was a great day. Three ser- 
vices, with a basket dinner on the grounds, had been 
announced and the people came prepared. to spend 
the day. The finance for the campaign was to be 
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raised during these services and in the morning and 
afternoon services the people responded liberally. 
Because of a severe rain storm only a small company 
gathered for the evening service, otherwise the finance 
would have been fully met but the church did nobly 
during the day and we gladly submit to the wisdom of 
our Heavenly Father. ; 

The effect of the meeting did not close with the 
last service for conviction remained with the sinners 
and one dear old gentleman, Mr. John Carnahan, who 
is past seventy years of age, was so wrought upon that 
three days later he told his faithful Christian wife to 
call for their daughter and son-in-law, who had been 
converted in the meeting, and together they had a 
wonderful prayer service and Mr. Carnahan found 
peace with God. 

The junior choir conducted by Mrs. Rutledge was 
a feature of the services much appreciated by the 
community and the Juniors were very faithful in their 
part of the services. The song services and the work 
done by the senior choir was appreciated by all and 
the musical workers truly shared a part in the success 
of the campaign. 

The party was entertained in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Gerig, loyal consecrated workers in God’s 
service. Not only did these people entertain but they 
supported the cause in every other way. The party 
was present in many homes of the community during 
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the short stay and thus the bonds of Christian friend- 
ship were greatly strengthened. 

It was the esteemed privilege of the Rutledge 
Party to hold a second series of meetings at the Hope- 
well church, during the month of June, 1925. 





HOPEWELL CHOIRS 
Although in the country the Senior and Junior choirs were very faithful 
and did good work. 


Evangelist Rutledge and his song leader, Mr. 
Regnier, motored to the place from Kansas, leaving 
Mrs. Rutledge and Baby Don to remain in Kansas for 
a short rest. Their presence through the services was 
greatly missed by the congregation and friends. 

The Evangelistic workers entered into the services 
in such a manner as to prove to the world that our 
God was not only a soul-saver but a sustainer of body 
also. The meeting held gave evidence of the faith 
of our fathers living still, that the old time revival 
was not a thing of the past but a real need for per- 
petuating the life of the church in this twentieth cen- 
tury. God graciously poured out His Spirit upon His 
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children in their efforts to rescue lost souls, especially 
in the daily prayer-meetings where as many as thirty- 
five in number were in attendance. 

Those who sought the Lord included four hus- 
bands, six wives, four children, and nineteen young 
people. All gave testimony of the saving power of 
our. Lord Jesus Christ; a wonderful evidence that he 
stands anxiously waiting to receive all who will turn 
from the error of their way and accept His offered 
mercy. It is also evidence of the hungry hearts there 
are in the world today which Christ alone can 
satisfy and without Him, however cultivated the life 
may be, however beautiful its surroundings are, there 
is still a lack of joy and peace which the world has 
not the power to give nor thank God;—take away, 
when the soul yields all to Him. 

The Evangelistic workers not only manifested 
interest in soul saving but cooperated in every pos- 
sible way with each department of the church pro- 
gram. In the Mother’s Day service, home ties were 
strengthened, a greater responsibility to the home 
sensed, motherhood honored, and gratitude to God 
expressed for the praying mothers and what their lives 
mean to the world. Much interest in childhood and 
youth was manifest in the Decision Day service for 
the Sunday school. The presence of the Holy Spirit 
made these outstanding services to many. The Sun- 
day School worship period of Daughters Day and 
the call for life-service recruits were services which 


(62) 


also seemed especially blessed. However the special 
services were not the only times of refreshing for the 
Spirit’s presence was divinely manifest in every ser- 
vice. | | 

The young converts felt that the church still is 
interested in them because of the presentation of the 
book, ‘‘First Words to Young Christians,” by a mem- 
ber of the local church; the prayers offered in their 
behalf by the church and friends, and because of the 
follow-up letters from the Rutledge Revival Party 
urging them to continue in the Jesus Way of living, 
admonishing them to daily habits of prayer, Bible 
reading, and meditation, also the giving of them- 
selves in service to God and others. 

This campaign was very similar in results to the 
one held slightly less than a year previous, by the 
Rutledge Party. 

While approximately half of the converts go to 
other neighboring churches yet this church feels the 
effort well worth while. New laborers now share the 
responsibility of carrying on the Master’s work in the 
community and throughout the church. We feel 
that the times we met together were truly times of 
refreshing and encouragement from the presence of 
the Lord, that the church has a higher standing in the 
community, and to do Christian work is easier now 
as a result of these efforts. We also feel that the 
Rutledge Party are true to the cause they represent, 
their highest aim, to win souls for Christ and to have 
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those souls be true soldiers of the cross for our King. 

May God’s richest blessing rest upon them and 
may their efforts to win souls ever be fruitful for the 
Master’s sake. 
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CHAPTER IX 
TOLEDO AND ITS OPPORTUNITIES 


On the day of the Lorrain, Ohio disaster by tor- 
nado the Rutledge Party was motoring toward a 
new scene of battle, Toledo, Ohio. White they es- 
caped the direct path of the storm the wind biew 
strong and the rain fell in torrents in the section 
they traversed but it so happened that while the 
storm was at its height, they drove into a small vil- 
lage and secured shelter until the worst had passed 
over. 

Arriving in Toledo at the church location the 
Party expected to see a tent erected at some near 
by place but upon meeting Rev. Woodard, the pastor, 
they were informed that no suitable location could 
be secured which meant a campaign in the church 
building in July. The situation summed up meant 
this: Only those actually interested was going to 
spend the warm evening time in a church building 
listening to the Gospel, so to secure an interest was 
the first work to do. 

The church building was located in a suburb of 
the city which at the time contained about six thou- 
sand population and there was only one other church 
in this section with perhaps one or two missions so 
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this section was not over-churched. However many 
of the people worked in the factories and machine 
shops of the city, and a number of the men worked 
in the foundry so when evening came an hour or two 
at the park, or motoring, or at the lake shore, in the 
swimming pool, or boating appealed very strongly 
to the physical, and only a real spiritual awakening 
could hope to overcome. 

Notices were printed in the daily papers, the 
pastor had several hundred bills struck off and the 
Evangelist and Mr. Regnier reached more than a 
hundred homes one forenoon in a calling program be- 
sides work done by the pastor. Mrs. Rutledge 
busied herself with the organization of a junior choir 
which contained in quality that which was lacking 
in quantity. 

Each of these contributed to the interest and suc- 
cess of the meeting but other factors were large con- 
tributors also. The messages in sermon and song 
were living messages for live men and women, boys 
and girls. The Evangelist aside from delivering ser- 
mons is an adept personal worker and nothing de- 
lights him more than to win recruits to the Chris- 
tian cause from the ranks of the enemy, and through 
this method he was instrumental in leading several 
young men into the better way. 

‘While the church organization consisted of a mere 
handful, so to speak, a more loyal people could not 
be found for every call found them ready to respond 
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and they did so in’ such acheerful and _ whole- 
hearted manner asto prove their sincerity. The 
finances of the campaign reached the “Over 
the top” mark soeasily and the work in every 
way showed such interest and_ succéss_ that 
we feel sure that whichhas been done is only 
a good foundation work for what may be accom- 
plished in Toledo for the United Brethren church if 
the conference lends encouragement in concrete form 
as well as in a moral way. 

The church was greatly strengthened and the 
working force increased by the accessions, and the 
converts, which numbered about thirty will only 
serve as an incentive to accomplish greater things in 
the far distant future. The Rutledge Party will 
long be remembered in Toledo for their faithful and 
consecrated service. May a forward program be 
extended throughout the borders of the church and 
success crown the efforts of God’s children in their 
worthy efforts to spread the Gospel and turn men to 
the way of salvation. 
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CHAPTER X 


A Ricu Harvest; HILispALE, MICHIGAN 


The Hillsdale campaign began under auspicious 
circumstances. For nearly two years the Evangelistic 
Party had considered Hillsdale their temporary home, 
and place of rest between campaigns. They had of- 
ten conducted services in the First United Brethren 
Church at the invitation of the pastor, Rev. E. M. 
Hodgeboom. During the revival conducted by the 
pastor in January 1924, the party took charge of a 
Sunday evening service. Mrs. Rutledge sang the 
song ‘‘Jesus Remembers When the World Forgets” 
and her message reached the hearts of her hearers. 
Evangelist Rutledge brought the message in his usual 
forceful manner, and he was greatly helped by the 
Holy Spirit. The invitation and personal work re- 
sulted in thirteen persons bowing at the altar. One 
young man who, with his wife was saved that night, 
said, ““The song ‘Jesus Remembers When the World 
Forgets’ touched my heart and led me to repentance.” 
He staggered up the aisle, supported by the man who 
had asked him to come. This man was helped into 
the light by singing the song “I’m Going Through.” 
He had the privilege of leading to the Lord a brother, 
and his father, who had long remained away from 
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religious services. Theirs is a happy Christian home, 
and a call to special Christian work is resting upon 
this young man. He is one of the group that later 
consecrated for life service. 

Having thus labored among the people of Hills- 
dale in revival services, attending the midweek prayer 
services, meeting them in a social way, and being 
closely associated with them in the annual camp meet- 
ings held at the Rothfuss Assembly Park, near Hills- 
dale, the party needed no introduction to pastor or 
people. A week of prayer preceded the campaign 
which began November 23 and continued until 
December 14. In an evening service two weeks pre- 
vious to the beginning of the meeting, the Evangelist 
brought the message and three came to reconsecrate 
their lives to the service of the Master. | 

Good interest and large attendance was main- 
tained throughout the revival. The attendance was 
particularly good for special services, such as “Family 
night” and “Young People’s night.” The church is 
large and the congregation could be nicely cared for. 
Some from other churches of the city were very faith- 
ful in attendance and were helpful in many ways. 
Mrs. Rutledge found willing recruits for the choir 
among the young people, (Mr. Regnier being in 
school at the time of this campaign) and later organ- 
ized a junior choir. The work of the choir, and of 
those who gave special selections under the direction 
of Mrs. Rutledge was greatly appreciated. 
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‘The song leader won the love and cooperation 
of all who attended the services. The greatest in- 
terest was manifested during her solo numbers. Chil- 
dren adored, young people admired, and other peo- 
ple appreciated her work on the platform, and her 
personal work in the audience. Her life is beautiful, 
her faith contagious, and a permanent influence for 
God and for good is left upon the community where 
she resides for even a short time. 

Baby Don received a full share of admiration. He 
would gladly sit with Miss Lulu or Miss Mary (young 
ladies whose protege he was) while his mother was 
busy. His sweet, cheery disposition endeared him 
to the hearts of the people. 

The messages of Evangelist Rutledge are gospel 
truths backed up by prayer, an undying love for 
souls, and blessed with Divine unction of the Holy 
Spirit. Sometimes revealing sin, picturing its effect 
upon the heart and life; sometimes applying the 
balm to the bleeding heart; but the man, always op- 
timistic and full of faith was ever ready to counsel 
with others, desiring to cooperate and push the work 
of every organization in the church. He is an excep- 
tional Christian worker; never spares himself in 
prayer or personal work and is ever ready to pray for 
the lost even at the midnight hour. He was ready 
to talk and advise with the troubled soul regardless 
of the station in life and his private life is that of 
constant devotion to God. He won the support of 
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the officials and members of the church, becoming a 
part of the local church while with us. His influence 
with the people of the various churches was excellent, 
and the business men always speak with great regard 
for the work and welfare of Evangelist Rutledge. — 

The evening preparatory services, for personal 
workers, and later for converts, were held in the 
Sunday school room of the church, and were pre- 
sided over by the Evangelist. A few verses of scrip- 
ture, a time of prayer, then advice and instruction 
concerning personal work was given. The workers 
were glad to profit -by the counsel of one who has 
had such wide experience in the field of soul winning. 

His work among those who were backsliders and 
those bitter against the church of Christ was greatly 
appreciated, especially by the pastor. He would 
meet them in their homes, tell them of their duty to 
God and the church, listen as they poured out in 
words the bitterness of their hearts, then lead them 
to see their sad condition. The season of prayer and 
the surrender to God brought balm to the wounded 
soul. Several were won to the church by the employ- 
ment of these methods. One elderly man, suffering 
with a broken limb, was visited, prayed with, and 
led into the Christian way. 

There were many times of real upheaval during 
the campaign. After an impressive appeal to the 
church one Sunday morning the altar was crowded 
with seekers. Men and women, young and old came. 
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Tears flowed freely: there came the notes of vic- 
tory and of praise. Grievances were forgotten and 
new victories won. The Holy Ghost was present in 
a mighty way and dealt with many hearts. 

Sunday School Day in the revival will long be re- 
membered. A number of boys and girls gave their 
hearts to the Lord. Men and women also found 
it a convenient time to pray through, and then gave 
God the glory. Members of the Party were great 
factors for success in personal work and in the altar 
services. Love, unlimited interest, and untiring effort 
was put into each service, that souls might be saved 
and the Lord glorified. Often this prayer sounded 
forth—“‘Save these souls, build up the church, and 
we will say the Lord did it all.”” One young man who 
had seemed to lack conviction was persuaded to come 
to the altar and pray; as a result he entertained a 
great deal of feeling. His smile was good to see— 
when prayer was answered and the victory won. 

On the last great day of the feast a memorable 
service was held in the interest of life work recruits. 
A call was made for those who would volunteer to 
serve wherever the Master might ask them to serve. 
The Evangelist preached with unction, and as the in- 
vitation song was announced the Holy Spirit de- 
scended in power. Soon they came down the aisle, 
one by one, the Cradle Roll Superintendent leading 
the way. Some had been rejecting the call to service, 
while others felt the call for the first time. Shining 
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faces in the congregation told of victories previously 
won; how others had already burned every bridge 
behind them and were now out and out for God and 
His work. Parents felt the tug at heart strings as 
sons and daughters pressed their way to an altar of 
prayer. A fine young man wanted to be saved and 
came also. He reported victory and later expressed 
a desire to do special work for the Lord. Another 
young man resisted the inner urge, the call of the 
Spirit, and afterward asked for prayer, that he might 
learn to say “yes” to God. There were fourteen per- 
sons who consecrated their lives to the work of the 
Lord in this one service. Wives followed their hus- 
bands to the altar in united consecration, while par- 
ents came to pray for their children. It was an event- 
ful morning to the church, and a time of victory for 
those who were obeying the Lord. Prayers are being 
offered by the Hillsdale congregation, that these men 
and women may maintain their consecration, help 
to make and keep the home base strong, and then 
go out into Christian service as God may lead. Any 
way, any time, anywhere—this is all involved in a 
perfect consecration. Added zeal and spiritual power, 
new recruits for common tasks, and a willingness to 
undertake great things by faith; these are some of the 
results that accrue to the home church, following a 
real consecration service. They will serve—some at 
home, some by going to Huntington College for 
preparation to work more efficiently. After leaving 
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Hillsdale for other fields of labor the Evangelistic 
Party sent the following letter to those who had thus 
consecrated their lives. 


Dear Friend in Christ: 


Greeting in the Savior’s Name:— 
We want this letter to serve as a personal exortation 
to you, since you have been led to make a personal 
consecration to the Lord and His church to advance 
the Kingdom of God among men. 

The blessing of the Lord on the service was proof 
of Divine approval. May you ever be true to the call 
whatever it may be, and wait upon the Lord for 
Divine guidance in this matter and we feel sure the 
Holy Spirit will lead you to the proper task and ser- 
vice and make possible for you to carry out your 
convictions and the Divine plan. 

Our Lord called the disciples and ordained the 
ministry that His plans might be carried out, His will 
be made known to all people, and His message of 
love and salvation be carried to all the earth. 

Have faith in God! Be true to your calling. Read 
the Bible and be often in prayer with regular atten- 
dance to all the means of grace. Be kindly disposed 
toward all Christian workers wherever found. 


We are yours for the salvation of the lost, 
Rutledge Revival Party. 


The pastor and people were truly grateful for the 
life and work ‘of the Party in Hillsdale. Souls were 
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saved, lives were consecrated, the weary were re- 
freshed. Jesus and His salvation were thoroughly ad- 
vertised by the Party and the local workers. Eternity 
alone will reveal the extent of the work done and the 
good accomplished by this revival. 
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CHAPTER XI 


“SouTH ReEapINGc, A COMMUNITY ON FIRE For Gop” 


Seemingly almost by chance but really through 
the providential dealing of God and the willingness of 
Evangelist O. C. Rutledge to mind God the little 
countryside chapel of South Reading became tthe 
scene for special activities in the battle for right 
against wrong and as a result it stands out more 
prominently as a beacon light upon a_ hill flashing 
. incessantly to a darkened sin benighted world and 
as a guide post to the city of our God. 

December 15, 1924 the campaign opened with 
Evangelist Rutledge leading the forces of  right- 
eousness. Mrs. Rutledge was unable to be present 
because of the illness of Baby Don and the music was 
in charge of Lewis A. Regnier. 

How differently from our plans does God allow 
seasons of refreshing along Time’s pathway. We 
would always ask for fair weather, splendid crops, 
good roads and perfect health when perhaps the very 
opposite will be necessary to bring the results we 
so much desire. A terrific sleet storm followed by 
intense cold came just as the revival spirit was be- 
ginning to burn and it seemed that the meeting must 
close but God seemed to will otherwise and we learned 
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it was best for the men could do no work because 
of weather conditions and thus they came to the 
revival. Nights when it was zero weather and trav- 
eling was extremely dangerous because of the ice the 
church would be filled with those hungry for the 
gospel message. Evangelist Rutledge drove the round 
trip of thirty-two miles from South Reading to Hills- 
dale every other day that he might be with Baby 
Don who was ill. God answered prayer for his res- 
toration to health but not in time for Mrs. Rutledge 
to be in the services and her presence was greatly 
missed. 

A strong factor for the success of this meeting was 
the daily prayer meetings. God’s presence was mani- 
fested there as at no other time and a number of 
souls were saved in these services; in one case a whole 
family, and at another time a father and his son. The 
prayer meeting is a permanent institution at South 
Reading and not merely in existence during the 
time of revival for six months after the close of the 
special revival services there were thirty present at 
the mid-week prayer meeting. 

Thirty-four souls sought pardon for sin during the 
campaign and twenty-five united in church fellowship. 
These incidents are forward steps in the life of anv 
community the results of which can never be known 
until the judgment day. Reverend Ralph Morse and 
wife were efficient and energetic workers in the 
program work and their lives are an incentive for 
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good to all who come in personal contact with them. 

The messages brought by the Evangelist were 
inspirational, powerful, searching and soul cheering. 
His manifest interest and deep soul burden was a 
practical demonstration to careless sinners that some- 
one cares for their souls. Constant intercessory 
prayer coupled with honest earnest effort if followed 
persistently will sconer or later open the door to 
every heart and pave the way for other opportunities. 
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CHAPTER XII 


SPIRITUAL AWAKENING; STRYKER, OHIO 


For the second time within three years Evangel- 
ist Rutledge conducted a revival campaign in the 
Radical United Brethren Church at Stryker, Ohio, 
the first time unaccompanied, but the second time 
with Mrs. Rutledge and Baby Don and Lewis Reg- 
nier as a song leader. 

The meeting was started with the thought of com- 
pleting it within three weeks and every Christian was 
enlisted in the firing line from the very beginning. 
In the first two or three services a few people were 
converted and then Satan ordered his hosts to as- 
sault. Little sinners, big sinners, old sinners, young 
sinners, deep dyed sinners, white lie sinners, back- 
sliders outside the churches and backsliders inside the 
churches did their bit. But gossip only helps spread 
the story so the desired effect was not all that had 
been hoped for by the instigators. God’s people had 
not been lying idly by, but had been faithful in pray- 
er and supplication. Some fasted and many were the 
midnight petitions heard at the Father’s throne. A 
number of friends from the surrounding towns and 
communities began attending the services, the junior 
choir gave selections at least every other evening, 
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the Evangelist preached the gospel, upholding the 
Christ-like life and hitting sin when the sinners were 
within hearing distance, but best of all the Holy 
Spirit answered prayers and convicted sinners until 
they were glad to yield their lives to Christ and the 
church. 





CONVERTS OF STRYKER, OHIO 
This picture represents only a part of the results of the Rutledge Revival 
Party in their second meeting in this town. 


For the three weeks the battle waged and a num- 
ber of souls were saved while the opposition and re- 
bellious spirit died away because sin sick souls were 
hungering to know the Gospel truths as they were 
being presented to them. ‘Glad tidings of great 
joy” for those redeemed and the Gospel of ‘‘Good 
news” for the sinner was the heart of the themes 
presented from night to night by the Evangelist as 
he sought to bring the Gospel in its simplicity and in 
its entirety to the large and appreciative audiences. 

The greatest thing in any life is to be in the right 
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relationship with the Divine. Among other great 
assets are these: a desire to study and serve human 
nature, an intimate belief in the success of the un- 
dertaking in which you may be engaged and confi- 
dence in yourself to see the task through, a pleasing 
personality and ability to make friends. Couple with 
these the love, the fiery zeal, yes, the passion for 
lost souls that God imparts to a soul wholly surren- 
dered to Him and His service and the reason for the 
degree of success in Evangelist Rutledge’s life is 
apparent. God blesses and is pleased with whole 
hearted service and “To him that hath shall be 
given.” 

- Messages of truth, wisdom, pardon, peace, and 
love sanctioned by a corps of sincere Christian work- 
ers cannot fail to have effect and the humblest child 
of God sought to serve by working to the great end, 
bringing souls to Christ. It is a well known fact that 
a great majority of those brought to Christ are 
brought through the efforts of some personal workers, 
sO, possessing this knowledge and following the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, Christian men and women, 
boys and girls gave the personal touch. 

Of those things necessary to make a revival meet- 
ing successful good music is not the least and the 
place assigned this part of the services was amply 
taken care of. Mrs. Rutledge believes that nobody 
can sing quite as well as the Juniors and they never 
seem to disappoint her. Stryker Juniors really sang 
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for Jesus’ sake and many of them were converted. 
Neither did their influence stop there for some of 
them were successful in leading their parents to Je- 
sus. To Mrs. Rutledge that is real junior work and 
her life is a constant inspiration to those who come 





SENIOR CHOIR, STRYKER, OHIO 
The congregation at Stryker is blessed with a good efficient and willing 
singers. 


under her supervision to enter active Christian ser- 
vice. Converted while she was of the junior age she 
is positive in her knowledge of the loving care and 
tenderness of the Savior for the children. 

The solo work of Mrs. Rutledge was another at- 
tractive feature of the campaign and the repeated 
requests for the repetition of various numbers only 
goes to further prove her ability in reaching her au- 
dience through song. Likewise the work of the Stry- 
ker Male Quartet was thoroughly appreciated. 
Messrs. Ehrmin. Bretthauer, Mignery, and Chappius 
are men of Christian character and worth and aside 
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from singing the praises of God in a commendable 
way each of them at the time of the revival occupied 
trusted positions in the local church organization. 
Others furnished special music on various occassions 
and the senior choir presented sereval chorus _selec- 
tions as evidence of their interest in the cause 2 which 
were creditably received. | 

So great was the interest at the end of the third 
week that it was considered best to announce services 
for two nights at least. Monday night proved the 
wisdom of the decision for three souls who had been 
prayed for by many during these series of meetings 
bowed at the altar of prayer and took Christ as their 
Saviour and Friend. Services continued throughout 
the week and a number of souls made the right choice 
almost as many being saved as in the three weeks 
previously. 

Forty-three persons accepted Christ as_ their 
Saviour, sixteen joined the local church, others 
affiliated themselves with other churches of the 
town. No estimate can be made as_ to the bene- 
fit the Christian people derived from the services in 
a spiritual way and only eternity will reveal the seed 
that was sown only to reach fruition at some later 
time. | 

For the Stryker church and its loyal pastor, Rev. 
Townsend, we pray God’s richest blessing and hope 
for continuous success in the Christian service as they 
march toward the City whose Builder and Ruler is 
God. Ae 7 , 
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CHAPTER XIII 


A SUCCESSFUL REVIVAL; MONTPELIER, OHIO 


The revival meeting at the Central United Breth- 
ren.Church, Montpelier, Ohio began March 8, 1925 
with the Rutledge Revival Party in charge, the Evan- 
gelist having been engaged for some previous time, 
to conduct the campaign. 

Evangelist Rutledge and Mr. Regnier drove from 
Stryker, Ohio, Sunday morning for the opening ser- 
vice, Mrs. Rutledge remaining in Stryker to conduct 
the singing and help carry on the work there, as the 
revival could not very well close at that time. . Rev. 
U. S. Wertenberger, presiding elder, conducted the 
service at Stryker on Sunday morning, it being the 
regular quarterly meeting appointment. The pastor, 
Rev. Townsend, reported almost all the converts 
testified and took communion in the morning service. 

The Evangelist opened the battle in Montpelier 
with the subject, ‘““Power of Grace,” showing in the 
discourse that the power of grace was the key to 
success in Christian efforts to save the lost. He said, 
“Christ himself taught the disciples concerning his 
work, without me ye can do nothing.” Quoting the 
apostle Paul, the speaker continued, “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengtheneth me.” The 
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Holy Spirit was present in power. Some seemed a 
little puzzled at the Evangelist’s strong beginning, 
others were weeping and one lady was made to shout 
as she received added strength and courage for the 
battle. The entire church seemed to experience new 
life. 





JUNIOR CHOIR, MONTPELIER, OHIO 
Trained by Mrs. Cora Rutledge. They were willing and efficient. 


It being necessary for the Evangelist to return to 
Stryker to complete the work there, the pastor, Rev. 
Clark Mason secured Rev. Maxwell of the Free 
Methodist to preach Sunday and Monday evenings, 
and Rev. J. H. Townsend of Stryker brought the 
gospel message Tuesday evening. 

Evangelist Rutledge and his party came on 
Wednesday and assumed charge of the campaign. 
The Evangelist soon learned his people and their 
needs and spared neither time nor means to supply 
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that need. Rev. Mason, the pastor, began at 
once to arrange for visits to the factories and shops 
of the city and also to the schools. Arrangements 
were easily made and a hard hitting program was 
soon under way for Rev. Rutledge loses no time while 
in the battle but constantly charges forward striving 
for success and victory. 

In the first service some seemed to be ready and 
waiting for the altar call to be given. There were 
three converted, a husband, his wife and another 
lady. From the beginning of the meeting interest grew 
and conviction settled on the people but although 
the interest was good there were no other conversions 
until Friday evening, March 20, when the power of 
the Spirit gripped the hearts of the unsaved in a way 
not often experienced. At the beginning of the altar 
call the Evangelist asked the church to kneel and pray 
while the invitation was being given and truly the 
gospel net had been let down on the right side for 
fifteen souls came to Christ. The prayer service 
about the altar was easy: faith was strong and the 
church went home feeling that it was good to be 
there. 

Large crowds continued to attend the services and 
deep conviction rested upon the unsaved. Another 
visitation by the Holy Spirit came Sunday morning, 
March 22. The Evangelist spoke on the subject, 
“Decide for Christ,” making a strong plea for the 
youth of the community by showing the value of 
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coming to Christ while young, thus laying the right 
foundation for life. At the altar call fourteen people 
decided for Christ. This was indeed a good time for 
the church. Teachers in the Sunday school, fathers 
and mothers, together with the pastor were made to 
rejoice as the seekers came kneeling about the altar 
of prayer. The Evangelistic party seemed to be at 
their best. Both preacher and singers manifested a 
deep concern for the revival and evinced a soul win- 
ning spirit. The Evangelist truly made plain to the 
people of Montpelier the only true way. 

The house was filled for the evening service fol- 
lowing this wonderful victory of the morning and peo- 
ple were standing in the aisles and along the side 
walls; anywhere that room could be found in the 
building. The speaker called attention to the 
crowded house and to the fact that there was another 
revival in town just two blocks away from there and 
stated that if anyone would prefer going there rather 
than to stand during the service no misconstructed 
thought would be given their leaving but no one left; 
every one stayed and listened intently to the message. 
A railroad man and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Gray were 
happily saved and took a very active interest in soul 
winning during the remainder of the meeting. 

One of these special services when the Holy Spirit 
helps until all are conscious of His presence and sin- 
ners are made to think of a judgment day and a com- 
ing eternity that will never end, was the Monday 
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evening service of March 23. At the close of the 
sermon, during the altar call seven young women 
came to the altar. The meeting was deep and search- 
ing; the church worked hard and prayed earnestly: 

Afternoon prayer services were held at the church 
and a short address was given by the Evangelist. 
Mr. Regnier, choir director, was usually seen wher- 





SENIOR CHOIR, MONTPELIER, OHIO 
This choir was directed by Mr. Lewis Regnier during the revival. 


ever the Evangelist was; whether at the factory or in 
a street meeting. The work of the Rutledge Party 
consisted of three services each day at the church: 
afternoon lecture and prayer meeting, the junior 
work with Mrs. Rutledge in charge, and the evangel- 
istic service in the evening. Besides these there were 
at various times shop meetings and gospel parades. 
A gospel meeting was held in the salesroom of 
the Ford garage, the evening of March 27, preceed- 
ing the evangelistic service at the church. A very 
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large crowd gathered for the service which consisted 
of a short address by the Evangelist, song by the con- 
gregation led by Mr. Regnier, prayer by the Rever- 
ends Townsend and Mason pastors of the Stryker 
and Montpelier United Brethren churches respect- 
ively and a song by the Stryker Male Quartet. Large 
banners had been prepared which were used in the 
parade. Starting from the Ford garage on West 
Main street the company paraded east for two blocks 
then south to Central United Brethren church. The 
parade was headed by Evangelist Rutledge, Mr. Reg- 
nier and the pastor Rev. Clark Mason. Just 
back of these men was the Montpelier banner and 
then the marchers. Rev. J. H. Townsend and about 
forty-five of his congregation were present to march 
in the parade. Many of these people were converts 
of the last campaign. The Stryker delegation had al- 
so prepared a banner for this service and the banner 
carried by Mr. Annette, a barber, and recent convert, 
headed the company. There were two hundred people 
in the parade and as they marched they sang the old 
song, ““We’re Marching to Zion.” At the close of this 
song Mr. Ehrmin’s voice was heard leading in the 
song, Dare to be a Daniel, it was the male quartet 
sending forth a message of courage. If you want to 
know who is on the Lord’s side have a Gospel parade. 

The musical part of the services was greatly ap- 
preciated and was a winning factor in the campaign. 
Many of the old songs which were used took on new 
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meaning as new thoughts were presented. The sen- 
ior choir rendered a number of chorus selections. The 
first half hour of each service was made a blessing 
by the well chosen selections used and the blessing 
of God being manifest as Divine approval. 

Perhaps one of the things which created the most 
favorable comment, was the junior choir and the 
fine work done by the Juniors under the skilled 
leadership of Mrs. Rutledge. Mrs. Rutledge knows 
how to deal with Juniors in such a way as to win them 
and hold them in church work, and while Montpelier 
could not claim the honor of having the largest jun- 
ior choir in North Ohio conference, had you been 
present on “Junior Night” you would have been thor- 
oughly convinced that each Junior was willing to 
go “Over The Top” for Jesus and that other truths 
in song were living realities to those who sang. 

Two mixed quartets furnished splendid music as 
did a ladies quartet which is an established organiza- 
tion of the Montpelier church. The male quartet 
from Stryker also rendered excellent service on two 
or three occasions. Mrs. Rutledge’s solo work, as 
is the case wherever the Rutledges go, won a way to 
the hearts of both saint and sinner. Her voice, ded- 
icated to the service of God, is a great power for 
good and a strong factor in every campaign. Sev- 
eral of her solos, upon request from a number of peo- 
ple, were repeated during the series of meetings. 

‘Fear Not Little Flock” was the subject chosen 
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by the Evangelist for the Sunday morning service of 
March 29. It was a message of trust and courage 
urging the church to a closer walk with God. What 
the message of the morning did to unify and encour- 
age the church, the message of the evening did to 
disquiet and shatter the morale of those enlisted 
under the banner of the soul’s eternal enemy. The 
sword of the Spirit hewed right and left and _ five 
souls were liberated from the power of darkness, some 
of whom were being rapidly dragged into the whirl- 
pool of passion and crime. The one question, “Is 
it well with thy soul?” is enough to bring the most 
hardened sinner to himself and eventually to God if 
he will but ponder the question. 

The following week witnessed a ete of mar- 
vellous victories for God and righteousness, especial- 
ly Tuesday night, when twelve children and young 
people surrendered to the entreaties of the Holy Spir- 
it and acknowledged the legal claims God has upon 
them for His service. How easy it is for those not 
calloused by sin and evil to yield to the Spirit and 
what a reward will come to those hearts who are will- 
ing to seek the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness. The one thing so noticeable and withal so pleas- 
ing in this campaign, was the large group of young 
people numbered among the converts, and not only 
did they receive but immediately they became in- 
terested in imparting the blessing to others. When 
young converts accept this attitude, and so long as 
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the spirit dominates their lives there is no danger of 
backsliding. | et | 
Another service especially worthy of mention was 
that of April 7. For the church it was a time of 
agonizing before God in prayer and then a time of 





CONVERTS, MONTPELIER, OHIO 
The Evangelistic Party, and people of Montpelier will not soon forget 
precious times spent together while gathering these persons for Christ 
and the church, and some of them are preparing for work in the larger 
fields. 


glorious victory. For the sinners it was a time of 
deep conviction, a time when God’s call must receive 
consideration. A railroad man and his wife, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lister, both of whom had known the Lord 
in the forgiveness of sins, heard the voice of the Shep- 
herd that night as he called to His lost ones. Not on- 
ly did they hear but they heeded. Thank God for 
the remembrance of that service. God: has a greater 
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and nobler work for Brother Lister for the command, 
“Go work in my vineyard,” has come to him and al- 
ready (three months after being reclaimed) the mes- 
sage of salvation has gone forth from his lips as he 
stood behind the sacred desk. Such incidents are tru- 
ly great happenings in the life of any soul and Evan- 
gelist Rutledge has seen great numbers consecrate 
their lives for service to the Master. 

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismay’d, 

For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to 
stand, 
Upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand,” 

Go forward dear consecrated hearts; the prize 
lies at the end of the race. 

| Other young people were converted in the few 
remaining services, new territory was taken for God, 
and new zeal inspired the hearts of the faithful. The 
closing night came all too soon, for it seemed there 
was much yet to be accomplished for our God but 
there is a work for those who remain at the home 
base, and a constant urging call comes for the special 
workers and thus the work goes on. 

Twenty-one joined the church at Montpelier 
class during the campaign and a number of others 
joined at various places and churches. There were 
eighty one converted or reclaimed, and others con- 
secrated for special service. Add to this the gra- 
cious outpouring of God’s blessings upon the church, 
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and the mighty influence set in motion for truth and 
right and some conception of what was done may be 
gained, but the fruitage will never be known until 
“That Glad Sweet Day” of final redemption. 
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CHAPTER XIV 


FIGHTING SIN—WALDRON, MICHIGAN 


Having worked in two campaigns with Rev. H. B. 
Peter as the pastor in charge, the Rutledge Party 
were glad to again have the privilege of working with 
this faithful man of God this time for the United 
Brethren Class at Waldron, Michigan. The Evange- 
list and Mr. Regnier arrived for the opening service, 
Mrs. Rutledge joined them one week later. 

Waldron is a small country village with three 
churches and every sinner old and young has had 
ample opportunity to make peace with God, but as 
is the case everywhere Satan has succeeded only too 
well in blinding their eyes to the awfulness of sin and 
the danger of delay in accepting salvation. A 
great many people were trying to hide behind church 
membership and as a consequence they lost? some of 
their religion? before they attended services many 
nights, but, for those who were honest seekers after 
God’s truth there was a reward such as only the 
hope of eternal life can bring. 

Sin in its most subtle forms and under every 
guise was exposed by the Evangelist and the fear- 
lessness of the attacks served to stir the village of 
Waldron as it perhaps had not been stirred for years. 
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Various church people of the town and community 
cooperated nicely and a spirit of unity and harmony 
prevailed among the children of God. 





REV. BERT PETER 
Rev. Bert Peter of Waldron, Michigan is a person- 
al friend of the Rutledges and a strong believer in 
revivals. The Evangelist has held three meetings and - 
dedicated one church for Mr. Peter. 


There was a fight for every inch of territory taken, 
but men and women really prayed through. One 
gentleman came to the service one night, but re- 
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mained on the outside of the tent. The next day 
conviction became so strong he left his work and 
went to the home of his father for prayer. Not be- 
ing satisfied he came back to the evening service and 
this time came forward for a season of prayer yet 
he was not satisfied, but left the service promising to 
continue in the spirit of prayer. The next evening 
as he walked under the tabernacle the light of vic- 
tory was upon his countenance. The old account 
was settled. 


Twenty-five souls accepted the Lord as_ their 
Savior and started on the Christian journey and 
Satan was mightily stirred. A battle from start to 
finish, victory was won only to the degree that God’s 
people who willing to work and pray. Sin in its 
monster hideousness seeks to terrorize and demor- 
alize the forces of righteousness and only prayer and 
real intercession with Heaven gives Christians the 
holy boldness to go out in aggressive warfare for the 
salvation of souls. May the church every where re- 
member this and Mage close to Jesus. for He leads 
the way. — | 

A number of people from over the North Ohio 
district were present during the services, several of 
whom had found their way to the Lord in special ser- 
vices held by the Rutledge Party and it only added a 
deeper interest to the meeting to see these living wit- 
nesses of God’s redeeming power. 
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The messages of salvation in sermon and song 
presented the Gospel in no uncertain terms and many 
persons are encouraged today because of the “Junior 
War Song,” “My Friend,” and others. We must all 
do our best if we are to reign eternally with Jesus. 
God help us every one. 
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CHAPTER XV 


ONE WEEK SPECIAL FoR Kincpom Work; 


Mr. PLEASANT, INDIANA 


The statement, ‘(Our God is the same yesterday 
today and forever,” is proved in no better way than 
by an actual demonstration in a revival of one week’s 
duration. Mt. Pleasant Church near Metz, Indiana 
experienced a little touch of God’s goodness under the 
leadership of the Rutledge Revival Party. 

July Fourth is always associated with the thought 
of freedom and the membership of Mt. Pleasant 
Church experience the true freedom—Christian liv- 
ing. The annual celebration of the nation’s natal 
day, by this church, is by worshipping the Author of 
this freedom in special services. This year plans were 
made to extend the services for the week following in 
a special revival effort and this certainly proved an 
opportune time in accomplishing work for God. 

This time of the year is always a busy season 
especially for those engaged in agriculture but God 
says, “They that honor me, I will honor,” and when 
Mt. Pleasant folk obeyed His Word and put it to the 
test He poured out a blessing which scarce could be 
contained. These times of refreshing are easier ex- 
perienced than told. 
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The morning of July Fourth dawned bright and 
clear, a nice rain having fallen during the night, and 
at 9:30 o’clock people were gathering for the open- 
ing service. The pastor, Rev. Frank DeGroff, in- 
troduced the Party in a pleasing manner and the work 
began. Evangelist Rutledge brought the message from 
the text, ‘Fear not little flock; for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom,” in such a 
way as to instill in every Christian heart an earnest 
desire to see the kingdom of God go forward now. The 
spiritual atmosphere of the morning service was good. 
The special songs were in harmony with the message 
in sermon. Mrs. Rutledge sang, “His Eye is on the 
Sparrow,” and Mr. Regnier sang, “Only Believe.” 

It would be unfair to the providers and consum- 
ers not to make mention of the splendid basket din- 
ner. At the noon hour the table, three feet in width 
and fifty feet in length, which stands in the shade of 
the fine spreading trees of the church yard, was 
spread with delicious viands that would fully satisfy 
any congregation of folks who had fasted for four or 
five hours. Mt. Pleasant Church—the name is en- 
tirely fitting—is a beautiful edifice in the country- 
side located on the peak of a small knoll with a 
silent city to its immediate right and extending to the 
rear. To the left is a group of splendid shade trees 
with a carpet of verdant green nestling at their feet. 
Truly the site is ideal for the assembling of God’s 
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children in worship and adoration to the Heavenly 
Parent. 

Three services had been announced for the day 
and the afternoon service was in charge of Rev. N. J. 
Clay, a former pastor, who brought a telling message 
using the texts, ‘‘And ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free,” and, “If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall. be free indeed.” 
National freedom is certainly God sent but as much 
so, and more to be desired, is the personal freedom 
from sin in Christ Jesus. At the conclusion of the 
sermon a testimony meeting was held led by Rev. De- 
Groff and the messages given were such that no one 
present, regardless of his state in sin, could doubt the 
power, wisdom, mercy, and love of our gracious Heav- 
enly Father. From a few months to fifty-one years 
of service in God’s cause were some of the declarations 
made and none were sorry but all expressed a de- 
termination to see the end of the Christian race. It 
is such meetings as this that gives courage for many 
a hard battle and causes the Christian’s joy to flow 
as a river. 

In the evening service Evangelist Rutledge again 
had charge and the message brought was to the 
church. The spiritual atmosphere was good. Owing 
to the busy season of the year, for the farmers and 
those of the rural communities, it was deemed inad- 
visable to hold, mid-week day services, but personal 
work and visiting was done by the Evangelistic Party, 
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the pastor, and others. Not every one may attract 
and win the multitude for Christ but like Andrew we 
may win the one we become interested in and if we 





PARENTS AND BROTHER OF THE EVANGELIST 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Rutledge, father and mother 

of the Evangelist, and Lewis Jr., his brother, whose 
home at this time is Dallas, Oregon. 


are true followers of God we will always be interested 
in someone. Asa result of the labors during the Sab- 
bath day, four souls found Jesus. Several persons 
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who were former members and some who were mem: 
bers but living at a distance were present at these ser- 
vices. One family motored from California to enjoy 
the blessings of the day at the “Home” church. 
“Such as I have give I thee,” was the basis for the 
message of Monday evening. To those desiring to 
live a life of carelessness, indifference, and sin, was 
shown the utter folly of expecting to wield an in- 
fluence for justice and right for no person may im- 
part to others that which they do not possess. One 
young lady reconsecrated to the Lord. 

The next evening a testimony and prayer service 
was held just preceding the sermon and the Evange- 
list asked for an expression from those who would 
pledge themselves to special prayer for the revival 
and the response was gratifying. Not every night is 
an easy night to accomplish work in the spiritual field 
and Wednesday night was such but God’s people were 
faithful in prayer and the service following yielded 
its harvest. “The Heavenly Vision”, as the subject 
of the evening became a living reality to three souls. 

Singing of the gospel songs was a pleasing feature 
of the campaign and next to reading the Bible the 
gospel can be told in no better way. Because of the 
busy season and the brevity of time it was impossible 
to train a Junior choir but splendid talent was in 
evidence. The chorus selections rendered by the 
senior choir brought to the listeners not only the 
beauty and charm of song but showed the effect of 
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gospel song when the approval of the Divine-is upon 
the service. The solo work was greatly appreciated; 
especially the selections brought by Mrs. ate ee 
in connection with the sermons. ees 

There were no visible results again until the Sun- 
day morning service. The Saturday evening service 
was dispensed with because of a terrific rain storm at 
the hour appointed for worship and because _ the 
electric lights failed to work, but the Church did not 
forget to pray. When the altar call was given after 
the stirring message of the morning, “Decide for 
Christ,” thirteen souls made that Sunday morning the 
time for their decision. What a blessed privilege to 
see young men and young women, boys and girls, 
yielding their lives to God in the plastic age when 
habits and character is being moulded and fashioned. 
The Holy Spirit was present in great power:and 
demonstration and sinners who would not surrender 
were made to weep because of their undone condition. 
Oh, that every person might obey their honest, God 
given convictions at such a time as this and not hard- 
en their hearts to the call of the Spirit. 

‘“‘Peace”’ was the theme of the afternoon message 
and a call for consecration to special work brought a 
response from five willing hearts. The deep sweet 
peace that comes by giving all will never be realized 
or understood except by those who make the sur- 
render. Two of these people were converted in the 
campaign at Waldron, Michigan, held just previously 
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to this one. Truly God leads if we will but follow. 

Finances for the campaign were raised in the 
evening service. Every one responded liberally and 
a good offering was received. No one accepted the in- 
vitation to seek pardon for sin but a deep spiritual 
atmosphere characterized the meeting and at the close 
many expressed a desire that the services might con- 
tinue, but work at other places demanded the pres- 
ence of the Revival Party. Visible results of this 
short campaign were; one accession to the church, 
twenty-one converted or reclaimed, and five conse- 
crations for special work. To God be all the praise 
and glory and may you who read these pages not 
think lightly of the time God has given you but may 
you redeem the time because the days are evil. God 
will do a gracious work even in one week if His peo- 
ple are ready to do their part. 
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CHAPTER XVI 


Tue CLosING CAMPAIGN; ELKHART, INDIANA 


Closing the campaign at Mt. Pleasant July 
twelfth, the Revival Party spent the following day 
and the next forenoon at Clear Lake, Indiana, en- 
joying a short rest and visiting with relatives from 
Missouri, then motored to Elkhart in time to take 
charge of the evening service. The beginning of this 
campaign marked the closing campaign of the confer- 
ence year and the final effort in the two years work 
of Brother and Sister Rutledge as Evangelists of the 
North Ohio conference. 

The Elkhart campaign had been postponed from 
an earlier date until this time, but the need for a 
spiritual awakening was as great as ever. The devil 
works overtime to start dissention in any church and 
then collects double pay from the church for ruining 
the machinery but a revival of religion is the quick- 
est and surest way to dump the rubbish overboard 
and make the right adjustments in church work that 
we know of and our God is a God of love and power 
and will call the necessary recruits if the faithful will 
but remain so. 

Evangelist Rutledge, while a man for the multi- 
tude, is just as capable and efficient in working with 
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the few and his consecration is deep enough that he 
is willing to work in the small places that the church 
and God’s cause may be advanced. The opening ser- 
mon touched a responsive chord in the audience for 
three hands were raised for prayer. Special thought 
and attention was given to the church and stress was 
laid upon those things necessary to bring a real re- 
vival. After sensing conditions to an extent at least, 
the work was so planned as to be a real foundation 
work. It was the thought of the Evangelist to first 
encourage and build in spiritual faith those of the 
fold and then to reach as many of the lost as possible. 
As one of our modern poets expresses the sentiment 
in these words, “It takes a heap o’ livin’ to make a 
home,” and that applies to a church home as well as 
to family life and as a result of this revival we feel 
sure that Grace United Brethren Church of Elkhart 
will witness real Christian living by the members who 
participated in the meeting and followed the leadings 
of the Spirit. 

The third night three souls bowed at an altar of 
prayer, seeking for power and grace to exemplify the 
subject of the discourse, “Walking as He Walked”’ 
in their daily life before men. Absolute honesty with 
God is what counts in the foundation work for a re- 
vival and if the church feels a need, the opening ser- 
vices is the time in which to supply that need. The 
first Sunday morning of the campaign the Evange- 
list preached a discourse on “Fruit Bearing,” and the 
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— 


Holy Spirit made plain to each person present his 
standing before God. At the altar call three young 


people sought to be grafted into the Living Vine that 


they might bear fruit for the Master. 





Picture No. 25. 
This picture was painted and presented to Rev. and Mrs. Rutledge, by 
Ervin D. Cary artist of Hillsdale, Michigan. This picture has been shipped 
from state to state in revival work and made lasting impressions on 
people. ¢ 


The evening of July twenty-first is a time Evan- 
gelist and Mrs. Rutledge will not soon forget. Mrs. 
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Rutledge’s brother Coleman, who has attended Hunt- 
ington College the past four years, and known as one 
of the best all-round athletes of that institution, made 
a run for the ‘“Home” base and renewed his covenant 
with the Lord. It was a time of rejoicing on earth 
as well asin Heaven. Our God and the United Breth- 
ren Church needs young men and young women with 
a broad vision of life and an outlook that pierces 
the dark mysteries of the future and sees the church, 
founded upon the Eternal Rock, as the only hope for 
the home, the state, and nation and then be will- 
ing to live that vision in their lives. | 
Discouraged hearts took new courage, hope be- 
came stronger, faith was made firmer and there was a 
real revival of interest within the church during the 
remaining days, also several souls were saved but the 
crowning service of the campaign was that of the last 
Sunday morning. In the opening service six persons 
including the pastor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. Masters, 
the Sunday school superintendent and wife united 
with the local church by transfer. This was en- 
couraging to the faithful ones bearing the burden of 
the work and two nights previous two young ladies 
joined in church fellowship. Following the opening 
service the subject ‘Peace’ was presented. The 
power of the Holy Spirit was graciously manifested 
and His presence keenly sensed. In the call which 
followed the discourse, for consecrated lives ten per- 
sons, some young converts,. others older in the way, 
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vowed to God in a sacred covenant that their lives 
and service were, from henceforth, to be wholly His. 
Showers of blessing surely fell that morning but thank 
God the supply is not exhausted. 

Throughout the meeting there was sean convic- 
tion resting upon sinners, and complete harmony 
reigned among those faithful to the church. The re- 
markable feature of the campaign was the staunch 
loyalty of the young people to the church and to God 
in spite of great hindrances and obstacles that causes 
many that are older in the faith to stumble and fall. 
Oh! Christian people, professed followers of Jesus 
Christ, let us become established; not in man or man- 
made doctrines, not in mere ambition for self, but 
in Christ the hope of glory. Peter enumerates a 
list of virtues belonging to Christians and concludes 
with this statement, a sounding line for the Christian 
life: “For if these things be in you, and abound, they 
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor un- 
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
II Peter 1: 8. 

Four young people united with the church in the 
closing service of the campaign, making a total of 
twelve accessions, and thirteen persons were con- 
verted or reclaimed. Many of the weaker places 
confront the church with perplexing problems but 
once more let us turn to the Word of God and to this 
passage: “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong 
and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 


(111) 


dismayed; for the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest,” and our God, the Rock of Ages, 
blest Pilot of the soul, will lead us to that perfect 
day when things transitory shall pass away and 
glories eternal shall reign supreme. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


CAMPAIGNING TOWARD HOME 


CELINA, OHIO 


While Evangelist and Mrs. Rutledge were work- 
ing in the North Ohio District in the year of 1924, 
they received a call to Celina, Ohio to conduct the all 
day services of the gathering of that circuit in the 
Auglaize conference. _ 

These services were held on the fair ground in 
Celina. It was a great day for the people and all 
the churches who participated in this service. Truly 
the name of the Lord was glorified. At the close of 
the evening service, arrangements were made for 
the Rutledges to conduct a similar service the fol- 
lowing year. 

On a Sunday in August 1925, the Rutledge Party, 
this time with Mr. Regnier the third member of the 
party, again arrived at Celina, this time to conduct 
a two weeks meeting. This meeting was held out in 
the country near one of the churches of the Twelve 
Mile Circuit. Rev. Sherer was pastor of this charge. 
The other three churches of his field cooperated, and 
when all of these forces met together in the tent, 
in which the revival was being conducted, a great 
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spirit of love and unity prevailed, and was felt by 
all present. 

Mr. Regnier had charge of the senior choir and 
congregational singing during the first week, then he 
was called away to sing for the annual Camp of Kan- 
sas Conference, held at Lecompton, Kansas. His 





MEN OF STRYKER, OHIO 


These men are converts of the revival held in Stryker, Ohio during the 
month of February, 1925. 


absence was keenly felt by all, as he had surely won 
his way into the hearts of the people. The work done 
by the large senior choir of about sixty voices, under 
his leadership, was an Basanti in all of the ser-, 
vices. . 
The junior choir under the direction. of Mrs: 
Rutledge also added greatly to the services. After 
Mr. Regnier left she took full charge of the music.. 

Three services were held each Sunday and they. 
were all honored with the presence of God. . The 
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outpouring of the Holy Spirit was the outstanding 
feature of these Sunday services. | 

The messages brought by the Evangelist during 
this two weeks meeting, were freighted with the pow- 
er of God, and a great feeling of need came over the 
audience, both saved and unsaved as they listened 
to God’s word. 

The Evangelist had a wide hearing from all the 
surrounding churches. People came for miles to hear 
the earnest messages that were intended to inspire 
righteousness in the lives of men and women and 
condemn sin on every hand. 

One service which we feel should be given men- 
tion, in this meeting, was the last Sunday evening 
service. Long before time for the service began the 
tent was packed. Chairs were placed in the aisles 
and everywhere that any room could be found. The 
large platform was filled with. singers and a number 
of visiting ministers. People were standing all around 
on the outside of the tent and it was reported that 
aS many were on the outside as were in the tent. 

The singing in this service will never be forgotten. 
When Mrs. Rutledge began the old song ‘“‘Love Lifted 
Me,” it seemed that the entire audience opened their 
hearts and gave praise to God through the singing 
of this song and as the last note died away on the 
evening air, a silent hush came over the congrega- 
tion and we realized that God was there. 

Souls were saved and Christians reconsecrated 
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their lives during this campaign. Seed was sown 
that some day will bring a harvest, as God’s word 
has promised. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 


MILLTOWN SouTH DAKOTA 


After the meeting at Celina, Ohio, the party im- 
mediately left for their next meeting which was to 
be held at Milltown, South Dakota. They toured 
through by auto stopping over one night in Elkhart, 
Indiana to visit with Mrs. Rutledge’s brother Cole- 
man, who was working there at that time. 

When the party arrived at Milltown the Rutledge 
tent was up, ready for the opening service of the 
campaign. Rev. Fred Wild was the pastor at this 
charge. Rev. Wild had met the Evangelist six years 
previous to this time at a Sunday school and Chris- 
tian Endeavor convention held at Huntington, 
Indiana where the Evangelist had been one of the 
speakers and at Adrain, Michigan, in the year 1925. 

This revival had been planned for some time and 
the pastor had the work well planned and adver- 
tised so the revival had a good beginning. A large 
choir was immediately organized and work was be- 
_ gun with the juniors. The meeting started with an 
impetus and closed with victory on God’s side. 

One young woman came to the altar on the first 
Monday evening and the influence of this young 
woman’s devotion was a wonderful factor in the win- 
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ning of the many other young people to Christ in the 
revival. 

The news spread rapidly all over the community 
that a real old time revival was being held in Muill- 
town and people began to come for miles. The in- 
terest was good from the very beginning but it grew 





This picture was taken during the revival at Milltown, S. D. This is 
the Junior choir and very faithful to the task assigned them. 


as people began to come to Christ. At the close of 
the first week twenty-seven had found Christ as their 
personal Savior. The second week of the revival did 
not lessen interest nor decrease the harvest that God 
gave. Many of the converts were men, and heads of 
homes. 


On the last Sunday of the two weeks revival a 
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baptismal service was held in which the Evangelist 
baptized twenty. During the two weeks, more than 
fifty found Christ, a number reconsecrated their 
lives to the cause of Christ, five dedicated themselves 
to the service of God and twenty-seven joined the 
church at Milltown. Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow. 
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CHAPTER XIX 


SUTTON, NEBRASKA 


The Party left Milltown, South Dakota for Sut- 
ton Nebraska the scene of their next meeting which 
was to be held for Rev. P. E. Henry. The Rutledges 
had worked with Rev. Henry on the Ashcreek cir- 
cuit, Esbon, Kansas a few years previous to the time 
and they found it a pleasure to be called upon to 
work again with this worthy servant of God. 

One of the disappointing things the Party found 
when they reached Sutton was that the tent had not 
yet arrived. So the first week’s services were con- 
ducted in the church. The attendance was quite 
small at first; people were disappointed because of 
the tent and than the inclemency of the weather hin- 
dered the progress of the revival also. It was the 
time of the year for Home Coming days, Reunions, 
County fairs and such like, but in spite of these 
things there was some real work done for the church. 
Some of the outstanding things in this meeting was 
the interest created among the young people. Some 
were reclaimed others saved, and too we would not 
forget the one who came to Christ after 70 years 
of sinful living and he manifested the new life and 
interest in the cause of Christ. 
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A much deeper interest was shown during the 
second week as the tent had arrived and was set up 
immediately. The crowds were larger and souls were 
yielding their lives to Christ. The church felt a great 
need of more power to render service to God and 
their fellow men. 

The Sutton choir rendered good service in the 
revival and was very faithful in the preparation for 
special work through the campaign. The junior 
choir also rendered good service and created a good 
interest among the parents and all those who heard 
them sing. Miss Mable Shultz, a returned mission- 
ary, was present at many of the services and her 
work was appreciated among her friends and the 
workers of the meeting. 

The Nebraska Conference was to be held at the 
church here, so the last few days of the revival were 
busy ones for the pastor, his family, and his people. 
The Evangelist preached the first two nights of the 
conference, then the party left for their next meeting 
The Evangelist and wife felt it a great privilege to 
hear Bishop Hoskins, as he gave his opening address 
to the Nebraska Conference. They were also glad to 
meet new ministers and friends from this conference 
whom they had never met before. 

The Lord rewarded his people at Sutton for their 
faithfulness and gave them souls, and the church 
was made stronger to meet the demands made upon 
it as God’s representative. 


(121) 


CHAPTER XX 


MILTONVALE, KANSAS 


The meeting held at the Tabor church of the 
Miltonvale Circuit, Kansas Conference, was one that 
caused a great deal of concern on the part of the 
Evangelist and wife. This was their home commun- 
ity, Mrs. Rutledge having grown to womanhood in 
this community. This was the church of her father 
and mother, her brothers and sisters and many of her 
relatives lived here also. 

Rev. and Mrs. Rutledge and Don arrived at the 
home of Mrs. Rutledge’s parents on Saturday from 
Sutton, Nebraska and began the revival at the home 
church on Sunday morning October 4. These work- 
ers felt this first service keenly, but they found a 
good interest among the church and the unsaved. 
They found willing workers and those who were will- 
ing to be led out in a more definite manner in do- 
ing work for the revival. 

The pastor, Rev. A. E. Ritchie, was called away 
on the second day of the revival for reasons that could 
not be prevented, and was only able to be present 
at the Saturday and Sunday services. Rev. Ritchie 
had great confidence in the workers, as Evangelist 
Rutledge had held five revivals for him prior to this. 
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The pastor had a splendid working force in his young 
people of this field and from the beginning of the re- 
vival they began to push every part of the work that 
they could assist in. 

The responsibility of this campaign fell very 
heavily upon the Evangelist and wife because of the 
absence of the pastor. But the entire community 
responded to the calls of the Evangelist and rallied 
to his needs in every way and soon the revival spir- 
it was seeking out those who needed a deeper conse- 
crated life and those who needed to find Christ as 
their Savior. 

One night, which will be a memorable night in 
the minds of many who witnessed this service, six- 
teen came to the altar and gave their lives to Christ. 
For several days and nights the meeting seemed to 
be at a stand-still. Great was the concern shown 
and many were the petitions that went up to. the 
Heavenly Father, for his aid and assistance. Then 
a real landslide came from Glory and the church felt 
that truly the Lord does answer prayer. Cars were 
sent out in the community to gather the juniors to- 
gether for rehearsals for their part in the song ser- 
vices and in this way a good junior choir was organ- 
ized. The part the juniors played in the revival 
was not a small one, and when annual conference con- 
vened at this church at the close of the revival they 
were able to render good service. The senior choir 
did splendid work, especially some of the chorus 
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work which they credibly presented at the different 
services. 

The second Sunday of this revival, twelve persons 
drove from Sutton, Nebraska, a distance of one hun- 
dred five miles, to attend the services. This shows 
that the interest had not yet died at Sutton. The 
Evangelist and wife were very deeply moved upon 
when they realized these friends had come from such 
a distance to be in the services. 

The ladies of the community served dinner each 
Sunday of the revival as there were three services 
held each Sunday. Friends came from the different 
fields and towns near by, some driving as far as thirty 
and forty miles to attend the Sunday services. 

The last week of the revival was a busy one to 
all who participated in the campaign as the Kansas 
conference was to be held at the Tabor church and 
arrangements for entertainment and various other 
arrangements had to be made. ; 

It meant extra effort on the part of the church 
and the Evangelist to keep the revival spirit aglow 
but the interest in the community was such that, that 
spirit did not die down but instead increased and 
when the conference convened, several were converted 
in the evening services. 

During the last few evenings of the meeting Mr. 
Regnier was present and again the Rutledge Party 
worked together. It was a great pleasure to all mem- 
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bers of the party to be able to be together again in 
the service of God. 

The results of this meeting were very gratifying. 
A goodly number were saved and 20 united with 
the church. | 
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CHAPTER XXI 


LETTERS TO CONVERTS 


60 West St., North, 
Hillsdale, Michigan. 


Dear Friend and Young Convert: 


Greetings in Jesus’ Name:—In the recent revival 
campaign held in your community, we were made to 
rejoice because of your decision to accept Christ as 
your Savior, and your avowed determination to see 
the end of the Christian race. 

To that end the church, Christian workers and 
friends, the pastor and the evangelistic party have 
worked and prayed. When you enlisted in the cause 
of right it was a decisive step and your whole outlook 
of life was changed, your determination was to be a 
true soldier of the Cross. 

Really that is what true Christianity is, carrying 
my cross for Jesus’ sake daily. ‘Except a man take 
up his cross daily and follow me, he cannot be my dis- 
ciple,” are the words of Christ. The joy of living 
comes from serving others, and in true Christian ser- 
vice others constantly receiving benefits from our 
life. 
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You made a brave start in this life, we trust your 
joy is daily growing greater. What we see, do, and 
think, gradually becomes a part of us, and, in the end, 
really is us. So daily prayer, Bible reading, and med- 
itation on God’s word should be a fixed habit and joy 
in our life if we are to make successful soldiers. Who 
would forsake the standard of our blessed Christ? 

The words of Psalmist, David, “Thy word have I 
hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee,” 
are an admonition to us. | 

The poet gives us these words of encouragement: 

‘Not to the strong is the battle, 
Not to the swift is the race 
But to the true and the faithful, 
- Vict’ry is promised through grace.” 

We are interested in you, the church needs you 
and you need the church, and God’s cause would suf- 
fer if we should do anything short He our: tah for 
Christ. | 

_ Though we may meet but few times in life, or 
possibly never again, our prayers are with you and we 
always want to’hear that you are true to Christ and 
the cause and some happy day we will clasp hands on 
eternity’s shore. 3 

If we can ever be of any assistance to you in the 
Christian life, let us hear from you.’ May God bless 
you abundantly. . 

, } Your friends, 
The Rutledge Party. 
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60 West St. North 
Hillsdale, Michigan. 


Dear Friend: 


Since you last heard from us you have had time to 
get nicely started in Christian service and in the work 
of the church and we trust you have availed yourself 
of these wonderful opportunities. 

The Christian life opens a great field of oppor- 
tunities for service to our Master who has done so 
much for us. Do you ever in your own mind make 
a comparison of your life as you are now living and | 
what it might have been had you continued in the 
world? You cannot fail to recognize the goodness of 
God which calls for praise and adoration from the 
depths of your heart. That is one of the means of 
Christian service, bearing testimony for Christ. ‘Ye 
are my witnesses saith the Lord.” Show your colors 
at every opportunity. 

Then, as it is with all Christians, you have had 
and will have times of trial and temptation and we 
trust that in the language of the great apostle you 
have found the great source of help and strength in 
overcoming, for he said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Thou alone hast the words of eternal life.” What a 
privilege and blessing to go to our loving Savior in 
prayer. 

“In winter, in summer, in sunshine and rain 

His love and affection are ever the same.” 
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Make much of prayer, talk to your Savior often, 
cultivate His frtendship. He will hold you steady 
when adverse circumstances arise and the hope of 
meeting Him some day face to face will serve as an 
incentive to do your best. 

Would you be more Christlike, would you know 
how He walked and talked among men? In the word 
of God we have sufficient instruction and encourage- 
ment telling us how we may be victorious soldiers and 
minute descriptions as to how we may escape the 
snares and pitfalls set for us by the enemy. The 
word of God is an anchor safe and sure. 2 Timothy 
2:15 reads thus, ‘Study to show thyself approved un- 
to God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” There are 32,- 
000 promises in the word of God for you and in order 
to claim a promise you must know the promise and 
its conditions. Make the Bible your daily com- 
panion. Claim the promise God made to Joshua as 
your promise also. See Joshua 1:5, 9. 

Also remember in servng God we serve man, for 
He said, “As oft as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”’ 

May God bless you and make your Christian life 
one of fruitfulness. 


Yours in His service, 


The Rutledge Party. 
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PLATFORM SHOTS FROM THE EVANGELIST 


Some people spend their alloted time on earth and 
never learn how to live. . | 

There are lots of folks in the twentieth century 
going to hell so fast that about all you can see of 
them is their dust, and the reason some of them don’t 
stop and turn back is because they won’t face the 
dust. 

If some of you men will hook up your lives “et 
your belief concerning the Gospel and Christianity, 
you will live differently for some of you believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God and you believe the 
Christian life is the only life yet you go on rejecting 
the mercy of the Lord. Don’t tell me what you be- 
lieve; tell me how you live for it is the life you live 
that counts with God. 

It is a good thing to know the truth and ae and 
preach it to others, but better still to obey it yourself 
for he that knoweth the right and doeth it not be- 
comes a sinner. No wonder there are so many sin- 
ners in the world. | 

Sowing is not so bad no matter what the seed may 
be but it is the harvest that makes you sweat. I can 
hear the harvester coming down the line for some 
people for methinks their harvest time is here. 

If you let your children play on the devil’s play- 
ground they are sure to learn his games. 

Say you old backsliders! Fall in line and move 
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on there. Can’t you see that “No Parking” sign God 
hung up back there? 

The religious life is like riding a bicycle—the 
faster you go the easier it is to keep going, but when 
you stop, you fall off. Too many people have tried 
it already; profit by the other fellow’s experience and 
keep going. 

The razor strop is all right in its place but that 
alone cannot make good children. Try a little ex- 
ample out of your own life and see if that won’t help. 

Yes God owns this highway and He don’t want a 
lot of church pouters parking on it either. If you have 
had a break down and need repairs go to the repair 
shop. But don’t try to patch up with a lot of jobbing 
house stuff just because it is cheap, it won’t last. 

Stop fighting with God, He is your friend. Get 
acquainted with Him and you will see the trouble has 
all been with yourself. 

Sleep is alright in the right place but wrong in 
place of duty. Some people better wake up and get 
some of the Lord’s work done before they have to 
join the foolish virgin gang and be knocking at a 
closed door. 

When you hear some chap stalking about life say- 
ing there is nothing for him to live for and he would 
just as soon be dead, take it from me, there is some- 
thing wrong with his dome. 

Say, preacher, if you make a muss on your field 
don’t go to conference and ask for a change of fields 
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and leave it for some one else to clean up. Go home 
and ask God to change you, get hold of the Gospel 
mop stick and clean it yourself. 

Don’t cut a fellow’s head off unless you have a 
‘better one to put on him. And remember, this is a 
delicate operation. Are you capable of perform- 
ing it? If not, lay your knife down and try some- 
thing else. 

It is all right to stir up the devil but be sure you 
can cast him out and don’t leave him for some other 
fellow to fight. 

It costs less to convert juniors than it does to con- 
vict criminals. Where ought we spend our money? 

Some men and women will find it very unpleasant 
to meet God after they have let the boys and girls 
from their homes go to the devil because they were 
too busy to lead them to Christ and the Church. 

I know men who are putting more time in setting 
corner posts, tightening wire fences and cleaning out 
barns on the Lord’s day than they are in trying to get 
their boys and girls to Sunday school and church that 
they may receive Christian instruction. 

Some women run to the afternoon club, the even- 
ing card party, and Saturday night dance, then tell 
the pastor they are too right down tired to come to 
church Sunday morning. Why don’t you tell him 
what you have been doing? 

There are too many two-by-four, lick-split, toot- 
my-own-horn, dress parade, street flappers in the 
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world today to lower the number of divorces or raise 
the standard of morals——Unless we have a nation- 
wide revival or wait on a lot of the old bell sheep to 
die off. 

Some women would rather belong to a ten-cent 
society club, lead a poodle dog around, play cards. 
two-step, fox trot, and cake walk, than to serve the 
Lord and be a Christian. 

I would rather be a little man any old time than 
to be a great big pouty boy. Let us grow up and be 
men; the world needs us. 

Some mens’ homes are just a place to board and 
get their mending done. Otherwise it is a war de- 
partment. : 

Men, be men, real men. You don’t want to be 
pieces of driftwood on the sea of life or human mum- 
mies to be set about by the wills of others. Remem- 
ber, Daniel went down through the king’s court say- 
ing, ““Excuse me, excuse me,” for he had his mind 
made up not to step aside to the temptations found 
there. He purposed in his heart to be a man. 

When God’s six o’clock whistle blows I want my 
day’s work done. No overtime for me. 

If you work for the Lord he will pay you. If you 
work for the devil he will pay you. Whose pay rol! 
are youon? Better look at your checks. 
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CHAPTER XXII 


THE CALL To THE MINISTRY 


“I am ready to preach the _ gospel.’”—Apostle 
Paul. 

I believe it is the will of God that the minister 
shall first experience the Gospel in his own life; that 
he shall practice what he preaches or cease to preach. 
—Evangelist Rutledge. 

At the conclusion of this statement I can hear 
ten thousand voices cry out, “Amen, Amen,” I can 
see a new expression on the face, a new sparkle in 
the eye, and realize a new and stirring emotion in the 
soul thus interested in the cause of right. Souls have 
been turned out of the way, church doors closed, and 
conferences have been torn to pieces because of the 
lack of intelligent living among the leaders of Chris- 
tian work and the careless way in which some min- 
isters fill their sacred office. The most destructive 
criticism that can come to the church and ministry 
of today is that pointing to the deception practiced 
among leaders of Christianity and the church work- 
ers in religious circles. The disinterested way and 
manner in which some of the ministry enter this most 
responsible field would lead an observer to think it 
the same as a professional life of the secular sort, 
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merely a means of respectable livelihood. Some we 
fear have never been converted to God, their hearts 
have never been regenerated by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the foundation for Gospel ministry 








EVANGELIST ORVILLE C. RUTLEDGE 
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The Ministry 

The minister must be a converted man. Though 
he may have known sin in its crimson stain, he must 
know Christ in his cleansing and saving power. Be- 
ing saved from sin, his life will.be a changed life, 
changed from darkness to light and from the power 
of satan to God. Christ could say to his hearers 
while he was here among men, ‘“‘He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.” Now we cannot be Christ 
among men but we can be Christ-like among men, 
and as his representatives we can only represent him 
as we ought by living as he lived for he is our exam- 
ple. We must know the Christ by experiencing his 
redemptive power and be able to say with one of 
old, “I know whereas I was blind now I see.” Be- 
fore we can help others to see the way we must have 
our spiritual eyes opened. - 


~The Cail. 


Is there a special call to the gospel ministry? 

How is the call certified to the individual? 

In answer to the first question we would say more 
hinges upon its disposal than at first appears. Not 
only one’s view of the ministry, but his fitness and 
his efficiency for the vocation can largely be deter- 
mined by the view he takes concerning the call to 
this sacred office. If we hold that the call to the 
ministry is through and only through an infallible 
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church whose voice is always and everywhere consid- 
ered as God’s voice then we have a ministry of priest- 
hood whose power comes alone from the authority 
of laying on of hands and that given by organiza- 
tion. Then we are swung to the extreme of sacredo- 
tal dogma. Or if we hold that the call is not, either 
in. kind or degree, different from God’s agency with 
reference to any other occupation then we have a 
ministry that can be entered and left at individual 
will, and if this be true we are swung to the opposite 
extreme which leads to simple license and puree 
materialism. | | ) 
What Saith the Word? 

In proof of the Divine call we turn to the scrip- 
tures. They plainly teach that which is here set 
forth. God did not assign to the mass of his people 
their several occupations, but he did distinctly call 
and set apart certain persons for a certain spiritual 
work in the upbuilding of his kingdom. 

It was ‘the Word of the Lord,” that came so 
plain to the prophets of Old, making known the will 
of the Lord. From Samuel to Malachi; they spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost: The minis- 
try of Christ’s Gospel must be Divinely chosen and 
God called. Hebrews 5: 14 expressly declares, ‘No 
man taketh this honor unto himself but he that is 
called of God as was Aaron.” : 

When Jesus Christ lived, walked, and_ talked 
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among men in the interest of the church and king- 
dom he abolished the priesthood and established the 
ministry. He personally selected and called individ- 
uals to fill special places in his field of labor and to 
prove that this evangelizing and teaching ministry 
was not simply apostolic we quote the two gospels, 
Matthew and Luke, using the words of Christ in 
his express command, “Pray ye the Lord of the har- 
vest that he will send forth workers into his vine- 
yard.” We are not to send them but we are com- 
manded of the Master to pray that they might be 
sent and He who understands and knows all things 
will commission those whom he desires shall be his 
messengers. 

The call must be of God, immediate, internal, 
and effectual. Aside from the apostles others of the 
early church were called of God. There is sufficient 
proof to satisfy any mind regarding the truth of this 
Statement. Let me here narrate the incidents of the 
call and appointment of the one who was to fill the 
place of Judas. The apostles took the necessary 
steps and selected the two most likely characters in 
the entire company of one hundred twenty, and, 
who no doubt possessed the most requisite qualifica- 
tions. It is very likely that these had been with the 
Lord, heard his teaching, watching his life and stayed 
by at his death and resurrection. After prayer to 
this risen Lord to know which was his chosen, the 
lot fell on Matthias. After the death of Judas and 
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until the choice of Matthias the apostles were called 
“the eleven,’ Matthew 28: 16; Mark 16: 14; 
Luke 24: 9. We will not take the time and space 
to give all three of these quotations but will submit 
the last mentioned in full. “And returned from the 
sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven 
and all the rest.’’ After the choice of Matthias, they 
were again called the twelve. We want you to notice 
for the sake of other things that might otherwise 
enter in, that this was before the conversion of Saul. 
Note these two references, Acts 2: 14; Acts 6: 2. 
These passages are proof that the apostles numbered 
twelve before the conversion of Saul nevertheless we 
know that his conversion and subsequent call to the 
ministry was ordained of God. 

Again, we have the record of the call of Saul and 
Barnabas with the inspired records to convince all 
of the truth of the argument. “‘As they ministered to 
the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, ‘Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 
have called them.’” Acts 13: 2. 

Again and again the scriptures record the fact 
that Saul was called of God, a chosen vessel, a special 
apostle to the Gentiles. This argument is proven by 
a conversation between the Lord and Ananias, when 
Ananias hesitated to go and pray for Saul because of 
his past life and conduct. Saul’s hands were red with 
the blood of the saints and at this very time he was 
on a journey to accomplish more destructive work 
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against the church. But now he is: “chosen”. and 
“God called.” “But the Lord said unto him, Go thy 
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children 
of Israel.”” Acts 9: 15. 


From the Nature of the Case 


We do not here produce this argument to support 
the scriptural argument but to show that the two 
are in perfect harmony. By sound reasoning and 
enlightened judgment on the subject we are brought 
to the same conclusion as we are by the word of God. 
The supreme head of every government appoints the 
person or persons that shall represent that nation at 
foreign courts. They are called according to their 
rank, ambassadors, ministers, or heralds.. They are 
to stand in the name of the nation that sent them. 
Their business is not their own; they represent not 
themselves or their own interest, but the interest of 
the nation whose citizen they are. 

Now is this not true with the preacher of the gos- 
pel? Omitting the idea of rank, he is designated in the 
scripture as an ambassador, an herald, a steward, a 
minister. But how can he rightly hold the titles here 
named without a commission or an appointment? 
And from whom could the power come but from 
_ Christ the head, the King of the Kingdom of God? 

This being true, supported by the scripture, sound 
reasoning, and the nature of the case, the apostle has 
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rightly said, ‘‘We preach not ourselves but Christ 
Jesus the Lord and ourselves your servants for Je- 
sus’ sake.” The ministry here set forth is God’s spir- 
‘itual agency and we believe God, by His Holy Spir- 
it, calls certain ones to this office. Outstanding char- 
acters of the past have had like convictions on this 
‘subject; some worthy of mention are noted at this 
place. 

The reformers of the church of England in ar- 
ranging the formula for ordination compelled each 
candidate to express his belief that he was ‘‘Inward- 
ly moved by the Holy Ghost” to take upon himself 
this holy office and Bishop Burnett (seventeenth 
century ) speaking on this subject, ‘The Call to the 
Ministry,” says, “Our church must be construed to 
mean by this that we are not to send, but only Christ 
that sends, and we are to accept that which Christ 
sends, and the bishops are only his ministers to pro- 
nounce his mission. Furthermore, if any candidate 
says, ‘I trust so’ that yet knows nothing of the in- 
ward moving of the Holy Spirit on his soul in calling 
him to this sacred office and enters this holy field, 
he lies to the Holy Ghost and makes his first ap- 
proach to the altar with a lie in his mouth; and that 
not to men but to God.” 

We hear Luther commenting on the call after 
this fashion. “Await God’s call, and in the meantime 
be satisfied.” 

The Wesleyan reformation sustained the doctrine 
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of a personal divine call to the gospel ministry. 

Whitfield, in addressing a number of young men 
in preparatory work for the ministry said,. “‘Before 
any man undertakes to preach he should be able to 
say, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he 
hath anointed me to preach the Gospel.’ ” 

Vient, of the French Protestant Church says, “To — 
fill this holy office we must be called of God; whether 
evidence of the call be internal or external, the call 
ought to be Divine.” 

The Presbyterian churches adhere to the West- 
minister confession of faith on this subject, declaring 
that the word of God shall be preached by those “‘duly 
approved and called to this sacred office.” 

The Methodist church requires every man enter- 
ing her ministry to declare that he is moved by the 
Holy Spirit to do so. 

History shows us that the churches holding faith- 
fully to this doctrine here set forth have had the 
purest and most Godly ministry, and just as far as 
this idea has been lost sight of just that far has cor- 
Tuption crept into the church through its leaders and 
the sacred office been disgraced. 


How Certified to the Individual and Church 


If there is a special call to the gospel ministry 
and the duty of this call be performed through the 
church, the question that now claims our attention 
is this; How is this special call certified to the indi- 
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vidual and to the officiary of the church to which the 
individual comes seeking a place to perform the du- 
ties of this gospel ministry? 

Let me say here that I feel this is a very delicate 
and sacred field for a man to tread in for it is indeed 
holy ground. 

Why are you seeking to enter the gospel min- 
istry, Is a question commonly asked by a bishop of 
of any church when someone presents himself as a 
candidate for the ministry, and there are two or three 
questions which I think ought to be considered at 
this point in connection with the one already men- 
tioned. : 

First. Why are you seeking to enter the gospel 
ministry ? | Dey 

Second. What field in the gospel ministry es- 
pecially appeals to you? 

Third. What kind of books and other literature 
have you been reading the past year? 

Fourth. Are you in debt at the present time? 
Have you any notes due, not paid? 

Now Brethren these questions are very searching 
and may at first seem too personal with seemingly 
no connection relative to the gospel ministry. Some 
may take exception to the stand I take at this junc- 
ture but I know personally several men that have 
been failures at almost every vocation they have 
ever entered. They have constantly shifted: from 
one line of work to another and have worse than 
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failed for they became involved in financial diffi- 
culties and could not and did not seemingly try to 
hold the respect and confidence of those who had 
trusted them but under the influence of some friend 
or some religious enthusiast decided these failures . 
were a call to preach and God used that method of 
getting them to accept. If some of the afore men- 
tioned questions had been asked and adhered to, the 
candidates dealt with more firmly and these men have 
been expected to clean up the slate, make wrongs 
right and show a Christian disposition toward these 
requests it would have served as a means of guarding 
the sacred office, the Church would have suffered less 
disgrace, the kingdom of God would be further ad- 
vanced and the ministry would be held in higher es- 
teem. pe 
. The ministry may be and no doubt is_ entered 
from various standpoints. One may be religiously 
inclined and see something in the ministry that just 
suits his or her tastes. A broad field for serious ac- 
tivity to those who enter this calling. One may be 
drawn to it because he likes public life, another be- 
cause. of his love for literature and he sees _ that 
phase of the ministry. Some enter the field because 
of the assurance of social standing and the contact 
with the social side of life. 
The thought of an easy life, less hard manual 
labor, fine chicken dinners and an easy chair, while 
others prepare and do the serving, make a strong 
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appeal to the ‘“‘bread and butter” class. Some men 
have the nerve to come before the officiary board, 
brave and brazen, with several hundred dollars in- 
debtedness, notes of long standing, past due, with 
interest not paid and other debts they have incurred 
and are not able to meet them. As you look over 
their past record all you can see is Failure! Failure! 
They make no apology for these conditions nor do 
they attempt to right the wrongs or straighten their 
crooked paths, and too often the church has let sym- 
pathy assume the place of judgment, has opened the 
sacred gate and licensed these human buzzards to 
this sacred field only to see the serious mistake when 
whole classes were torn to pieces, annual conferences 
put to shame, the church disgraced, the weak turned 
out of the way, the unsaved lose confidence in the 
ministry and the progress of the Kingdom of God 
hindered. 

Personally I have heard men say before a com- 
pany of church officiary or in private conversation 
how they were called to the gospel ministry. One 
man said he was chopping wood in the wood lot 
when he heard his mother call. At first he did not 
answer but he heard the call again and answered 
asking her why she called him. She said, “I did not 

call you.” Then he said, 

“That was several years ago but of late I have 
made up my mind that this was a call to the minis- 
try and I am ready for it,” and he spoke the latter 
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as if he felt perfectly capable of letting go the axe 
and stepping into the office of bishop. 

Another claimed he saw two large letters, P. C., 
in the sky and he said his mind was turned to the 
thought, preach Christ. 
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However some may come in all sincerity not 
knowing the teaching of the Scripture relative to 
this subject and being urged by certain elements of 
those already in the ministry, enter into this field 
without the manifestations of a divine call or the 
approval of the Holy Ghost on their lives. 

Brethren, ought any man take upon himself the 
vows of ordination who cannot make straight his 
past life, pay his debts or deal in a straightforward 
manner with his creditors and come to the Church 
with clean hands and a clean record with the assur- 
ance of the divine call in his own soul? And should 
he not be able to say with the Savior, “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me 
to preach the Gospel.?” 

The call to the ministry is best certified to the 
individual by the grip of the “Thus saith the Lord” 
on the mind and soul. In the beginning the convic- 
tion may not be so strong or the burden so heavy but 
the conviction should and will grow stronger, the 
burden for the lost become greater and a passion to 
point men to the Lamb of God will grip the soul. He 
will be led to seasons of prayer for the cause of 
Christ, for great revivals, and for the salvation of 
sinners. He will be tender, often made to weep over 
the condition of the church and ffor the careless 
around him. 

A true call to the ministry will be accompanied 
by a growing desire for personal holiness of heart 
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and a longing for fellowship and counsel with the 
most spiritual men of the church and instead of a 
dominating, selfish spirit he will possess a coopera- 
tive spirit with his brethren. 

Young men who confess your call to the gospel 
ministry; can the church see the mark of the Divine 
resting upon you? 

Are you clean in your habits? 

Are you willing to fill the little places in your 
local church while waiting for the open door or dur- 
ing the preparation period in making ready to enter 
this holy calling? 

Do you carry great burdens for the cause of 
righteousness or are you light spirited and gay? 

Listen to the words of Charles G. Finney; ‘“My 
soul was in utter agony. I spent the entire day in 
prayer in my stateroom, or walking the deck in in- 
tense agony. In fact, I felt crushed with the bur- 
den that was on my soul: it was the spirit of prayer 
that was upon me. I besought the Lord to go on 
with His work, to move the hindering causes out of 
the way and provide himself with such instrumental- 
ities aS were necessary.” 

Oh men, on Zion’s wall, do you possess_ these 
qualities that not only convince the church, but 
brings you closer to the foot of the cross and to suc-: 
cess for the cause we are seeking to serve. 

By this three-fold argument we have presented 
the ‘Call to the Gospel Ministry:” 
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The argument from the Scripture, 

The argument from the nature of the case, 

The argument from history. 

You may be as wise as Solomon or Daniel but 
unless thou art called of God as was Aaron and are 
led to this holy office by strong conviction from the 
Holy Ghost, avoid preaching as you would hell it- 
self. 

It is here made clear that he who enters the 
ministry should have the Divine commission rest- 
ing upon him. He is sent of God; a Divine sum- 
mons is before him, the “Go ye” of the Master is 
ringing in his soul. 

He is called of God, a divine conviction is within, 
moving upon the soul by the power of the Holy 
Ghost with the “Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel 
of Christ” ringing in his ear. 

Brother, if this be true, “Go,” and the success 
of the Lord will follow you. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 


EVANGELISM 


This is one of the Evangelist’s strong sermons and 
one frequently used in large campaigns. A strong 
believer in the evangelist being God’s special har- 
vester for special occasions, he displays his faith by 
his earnest efforts in proof of his conviction.—Some 
outstanding definitions for ‘“‘revival’’ used by the 
Evangelist. 

An evangelist is God-called and divinely anointed. 
When our Redeemer came to this world He had one 
purpose in view and one only; the redemption of the 
world and the salvation of souls. 

Christ called the disciples, ordained the ministry, 
and organized the Church that He might spread His 
gospel of love and mercy to all the world. His divine 
wisdom gave him the knowledge of the needs of the 
church and thus he was led to carry this message 
of life and salvation. 

When our Redeemer “ascended upon high” He 
gave special gifts unto men that each part of His 
vineyard might be supplied with special leaders and 
workers fitted for the place. “Some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers;” and each one of these divinely 
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called workers have a place to work, a duty to per- 
form: “for the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.” How long shall this work continue? “Untilwe 
all come in the unity of the faith unto a perfect man; 
unto the measure of the stature of Christ.” Thus we 
see the work was not to be done through one depart- 
ment of Christian labor, neither were different offi- 
cers to be merged into one but each was to remain 
and function in the way mapped out by the Divine 
Artist of the great plan for the redemption of man- 
kind. | 

There are some who would try to make the pastor 
fill all of these places at one and the same time and 
then are disappointed if success is not attained. When 
you try to make the pastor a prophet, teacher, apostle 
and evangelist you are only muddling the Lord’s plan 
and by so doing will only hinder the progress of His 
kingdom. It seems to be the distinct plan that each 
of these departments be filled by its own special 
workman, yet all working in perfect harmony and for 
the same end; the saving of souls and the perfecting 
of love in their lives. The Savior having established 
these different departments has always kept his seal 
of approbation on them and says to those who labor 
in each field, “Lo, I am with you alway even unto 
the end of the world.” 

For example, take a vacant lot and begin to build 
upon it and then after completion view the finished 
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structure. In the erection of a building, the first 
work is to dig the basement and lay the foundation. 
This is done by a specialist in his trade for the foun- 
dation is important. It must be according to the 
plan, and perfect, that the future work may harmon- 
ize and end in a complete structure. Spiritually, 
Christ performs this work. He says, “Other founda- 
tion can no man lay.” Another specialist comes, notes 
the basement, secures the measurements and proceeds 
with the building according to the foundation laid. 
After all skeleton and framework is completed the 
bricklayer comes. He builds the chimney. Then the 
furnace man comes; he installs the furnace and places 
the spouting, the plumber completes his work, the 
electrician wires the building and locates the fixtures; 
the plasterer comes to plaster the walls and ceilings 
and yet the work is not complete. The decorator is 
called to hang the paper and decorate, the woodwork 
is stained and varnished; then comes the landscape 
artist and plans the scenery of the yard according to 
perspective, and the work is complete. 

“Oh!” says the passer-by, ‘What a wonderful 
work of art that is. What harmony in the color 
scheme, decorations, and landscaping.” Then the 
stranger naturally asks, ‘““‘Who did such fine work? 
It must be the work of a great specialist.” 

But you tell him it is the work of several differ- 
ent specialists and he is surprised and asks, ‘(How 
can it be? How is such perfection produced?”’ 
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The answer is, Cooperation! 

The workmen all worked according to the plans 
of the chief architect who planned the structure. 

May I ask, is it not also true in the Church of 
the living God? Christ is the Great Architect who 
drew the plans and has laid the foundation for the 
building but so often the workers and builders in 
God’s kingdom do not cooperate. They are inclined 
to want every one else to look to their plan and if 
they cannot direct the whole affair they would rather 
see the work fail, and proceed to create dissention 
and discord if possible. Then the work slows down 
and the progress of the kingdom is at a standstill. 
Sometimes a “strike” among some of the church mem- 
bers ensues, some leave and the materials for build- 
ing are exposed to the weather and storms of the 
world, entailing a great loss in spiritual power. Souls 
may fail to be saved and workers become discouraged 
and turned out of the way. May we all, in the spir- 
it of the Master, pray for harmony. | 

If the specialists in these different departments 
of the Lord’s work would cooperate and work in har- 
mony with the great plan, those who pass by and 
look on would say, “Behold, what harmony. Be- 
hold what perfection; yes, behold how they love one 
another.” 3 

Christ said, ““And by this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples if ye have love one for the other.” 

Evangelists and revivals have their place in the 
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plan of redemption. The evangelist is God’s special- 
ist in promoting revivals and seasons of harvest. The 
church was born in a revival and had evangelists as 
her great leaders against sin from the beginning, and 
since the time of beginning it is still the same. When- 
ever the church and kingdom has made special ad- 
vancement it has been under the direction of these 
God-called and divinely anointed specialists of the 
evangelistic field. ‘The ambassadors for Christ and 
His kingdom that have hitherto become mighty har- 
vesters in the kingdom work have been men of prayer 
whose souls have been deeply stirred by the command 
of our Lord when he said, “‘Go Ye”. They may have 
differed in many respects but this one thing ruled 
their spirits; the passion for souls, the harvesting of 
the ripened fields. They differed in these several re- 
spects—physically, intellectually, temperamentally, 
and emotionally, and yet these giants of Israel have 
done great things for the Kingdom of God. They 
have had a wide hearing and have witnessed multi- 
plied victories in overcoming the enemies of right- 
eousness and in advancing the Kingdom work among 
men. dig 

All the great spiritual awakenings of the past in 
revivals of religion that reached and stirred men to 
repentance for sin and a turning to Christ for pardon 
have been under the leadership of the great spiritual 
workers of the kingdom who have been called of God 
as was Aaron. : 
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“What is a True Revival? 


1. “The act of reviving or state of being revived.” 

There is something about a revival that is vital. 
It is the awakening medium in church work; reviv- 
ing deadened souls to active life; an awakening 
period. 
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2. “Revived interest in religion after indifference 
and decline.”’ 


A revival is a place for the careless and indif- 
ferent to be helped before they cease entirely in the 
endeavor to live the Christian life. We have heard 
many say, ‘‘This revival came just in time to save 
me from going back into the world.” There is so 
much of this spiritual indifference in the world today 
that it is noticeable everywhere, in all churches; and 
many are the prayers offered by bishops, pastors, 
evangelists, and class leaders for a revived interest in 
the religious life of the people. Men never allow 
themselves to loose interest in their secular employ- 
ment. Prompt at all times, on duty at seven o’clock 
every morning, they rush home for dinner and are 
back to the office promptly at one o’clock. They are 
never indifferent regarding their property, taxes, or 
insurances, then why should we have these periods 
of declining interest in religious life? The churches 
are full of old grouchy backsliders and every one of 
them have what to them is a sufficient reason why 
they are in the state of indifference and decline. 
They themselves are never to blame, looking at it 


from their own view-point. Some of them will run 
to the picture show on prayer meeting night, play 
cards, and go to the summer resorts on the Sabbath 
and then wonder why they are not interested in the 
revival. Oh, for the time when we may see ourselves 
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as God sees us. The church needs soldiers brave and 
true, Spirit filled and Spirit led. 

3. A period of religious awakening. Special re- 
ligious interest. 

4. To return to life; to recover life; to live anew. 

5. A revival in the church is nothing less than a 
new beginning of obedience to God, with a place for 
repentance and a willingness to forsake the sin that 
robbed our lives of the Christian grace. 

Here my brethren is a good prayer for the luke- 
warm or backslidden church members of any church. 
“Return O Holy Dove return, sweet messenger of 
rest! I hate the sins that made thee mourn, And 
drove thee from my breast.” 


THREE REASONS FOR A REVIVAL 


I believe that every church ought to have a re- 
vival at least once a year for three reasons: 


1. To strengthen the forces of righteousness, to 
encourage the discouraged and bring back that which 
has gone astray. 


2. To convert sinners and lead them to Christ; 
that the church may reap the harvest of the year’s 
sowing, to constantly keep before the mind of all that 
the one and only mission of the church is to feed the 
lambs, bear the infirmities of the weak, fight sin and 
lead sinners to Christ, the Fountain of Life. 
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3. That the church might have a chance to enter 
into the field of soul winning and thus increase their 
own spiritual power in revival activity. 


HUMAN AND DIVINE ELEMENTS 


There are in all true revivals the human and the 
divine elements. These four factors enter into every 
revival: 3 

Minister 
Church 
- Sinners 
~ God 

A true revival is always preceded by a preparation 
period on the part of the church. 

As John came out of the wilderness of Judea pre- 
paring the way for Christ the Son of God, he said, 
“There cometh one mightier than I.” So the Church 
and her works today serve as a forerunner of revivals 
and spiritual awakenings. _ 

‘The “Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” ought to 
be obeyed today as much as ever in days past and 
gone, for we as a church like John can say, ‘There 
cometh one mightier than I.” Oh, Christian people, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.”” And here, let me say, is where we often 
fail in our endeavors to enlarge the Kingdom and in- 
crease our numbers. The program is often hindered 
not alone because of the rebellion of sinners to the 
Gospel of Christ, but because of the lack of intelli- 
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gent living among church members, professors of 
grace. . | 

While visiting with a certain pastor one evening 
just before going to the evening service, several peo- 
ple were passing by and I remarked, ‘““There goes some 
of the people who have been coming to the meeting.” 

The pastor then said, pointing to a certain gentle- 
man, “That man is the husband of the lady who is 
walking with those children.” 

This man had a big cigar in his mouth and the 
smoke was rolling up around his head as if he was 
afire. As this was his third or fourth night of atten- 
dance at the revival I said, ‘“‘I wish men could get a 
vision of real life, get to God, and be saved. I hope 
this man does before these meetings close for that is 
a poor example; a father going down the street like 
that.7 oa | 

‘“‘Why,” said the pastor, ‘““That man is a member 
of my church and class leader of my people.” 

When a man or woman announces to the world 
that he or she is going to be a Christian and help the 
Lord save the world we have a right to expect a dif- 
ference in their mode of future living. 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new 
creature, old things are passed away: behold all things 
are become new.” I Corinthians 5:17. 


HOW TO REACH MEN 
How to reach men has been the question of all 
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ages. Some one has said, “There is a way to every 
heart if we can but find it.” 

For several years we have been putting much 
stress on the social and reform side of church life. 
With well equipped churches, fine programs, worldly 
amusements, go to church days, and membership 
drives simply holding up the idea that every good 
honest citizen ought to be a member of some church. 
Now there is to me a vast difference between getting 
members into a church organization and getting men 
and women converted to God. True we are living in 
the days of great church equipment; educated minis- 
try, trained choirs and choir leaders, great evange- 
lists and plenty of church machinery but many times 
these are powerless when it comes to gripping: the 
hearts of the people with Bible conviction until they 
are made to feel their lost condition before Christ, 
cry to God for mercy and are willing to forsake sin 
and the world and follow Christ. 

We have been saying a great deal about religious 
education and the natural consequence of Christian 
training and reform, but the real need of the hour is 
to point the sinners of the twentieth century to the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world. 
Then, if the sinners will turn to the Lamb of God, 
their lives will be transformed by the power of grace 
and their wills will harmonize and conform with the 


will and plan of the Almighty. 


(161) 


SOME METHODS NOW BEING USED 


In the efforts to reach men and awaken an inter- 
est in the home and community for the church, Sun- 
day school, and revival, various methods are being: 
used. Some we fear are far from being God’s meth- 
ods. We have worked in places where some of the 
methods herein named had been used previously. to: 
our coming. One place they gave treats to all those 
who came and at the close of the service plates of can-. 
dy were passed by the evangelist and his party, one 
evening one kind and another evening some other 
kind. They were always planning something sen-. 
sational. One plan was to have the crowd come in 
at the three different doors of the building and book. 
agents were stationed at each door to sell books and 
vie with each other to secure the most sales and the 
prize. 


CARD SIGNING 


The hand shaking, card signing methods used by 
some evangelists who are in the field now asking sin- . 
ners to come to the front seat, shake hands with the. 
pastor and evangelist, sign their names on a card and 
give the church preference, amounts to the worth of 
the paper in the card. What the sinner needs to do 
is to ask the Lord to blot out his transgressions and 
create a clean heart within. 
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CHURCH JOINING NIGHT 


Another method used in a certain city about 
eighteen months before we were called there was to 
have church joining nights. A thorough canvass was 
made in the Sunday school and even in the high 
school to have all those without church affiliation 
come and join the church as classes. Church fellow- 
ship was extended by the evangelist calling for cer- 
tain classes at a time, either by name or number, 
without ever urging upon them the need of an altar 
service and a personal consecration which leads to a 
deeper sense of need and a spirit of Godly sorrow for 
sin. 

Such methods may be termed as prayerless, tear- 
less, burdenless and fruitless in so far as actual accom- 
plishment in the kingdom work for God; likely to be 
without vital effect to the one attempting to find the 
way of eternal life as set forth by the great Life 
Giver. 

We need preaching, praying, and altar calls in our 
revivals of religion that will lead the sinners of our 
audience to look from self to Christ, from the world 
to the church, that will lead them to seek pardon 
from sin and to become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
There is nothing more helpful to a revival than the 
unction of the Holy Spirit whether in preaching, tes- 
tifying, or singing and especially is the need impera- 
tive at an altar of prayer where the unsaved are seek- 
ing for pardon. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 


FISHING 


“And Jesus walking by the sea of Galilee, saw 
two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were 
fishers. 

And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4: 18, 19. 

When Jesus Christ was here among men in the 
earthly body, His business was to do the work of 
the Father who sent him and to establish His king- 
dom among men. How well He knew His work can 
be determined by how well He completed it. But 
that is not all, He knew the work, after He had fin- 
ished His part here below, must be carried on by the 
men of His kingdom who were not only willing to 
follow Him but were men of earnestness, patience, 
and perseverance; men who knew how to keep them- 
selves out of sight and lift up His gospel and king- 
dom among men. ! 

In search of men for the foundation of the estab- 
lishment of this spiritual kingdom ‘“‘He sets out early 
in the morning to see whom He may find willing to 
rise early in order to secure success and meet the 
requirements of His business. He was looking for 
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men who were willing to observe the best rules point- 
ing toward the desired results. God never calls men 
to the busy life of His kingdom work who are never 
seen until about ten o’clock in the forenoon and then 
the rest of the day are to be seen down at the pool 
hall, or in the smoke shop watching with sleepy eyes 
the checker game, or down under the shade trees at 
the park betting on a horse shoe game while the 
wife is home washing for a living, answering the 
door bell and saying to the milk man, the paper boy, 
and the land lord, “Just wait on me a day or two 
until I can find a few more washings and I'll pay 
you. My man (a piece of human putty) went down 
town to see about getting a job.” No! Christ wants 
men, real men. Men who are diligent in business 
no matter what their business may be. 

Why did Jesus Christ call these fishers? Because 
they were busy men. Because they were successful 
men. Because they studied the peculiarities of their 
business and obeyed the marked rules that brought 
SUCCESS. 

These men were exactly the kind of men Christ 
was looking for to be His followers and fish for men 
so we hear Him call to the Galilean fishermen, 
“Come follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.” To these men, fishing was a business and a 
means of livelihood so in many ways they were ready 
to enter the school of discipleship in studying the art 
of fishing for men. 
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To fish successfully it is necessary for one to study 
the peculiarities of the fish they wish to catch; as to 
the time of day they bite best, the location of their 
feeding grounds, and the kind of bait most palatable 
to the fish you are desirous of catching. 

To be sure it is no less true when you think of 
fishing for men with the Gospel of our Lord. How 
to reach men for Christ has been the problem of all 
ages and it is no less a problem to the leaders of 
church work today than in the past, but with preach- 
ing as with fishing there are some marked rules for 
success that must be adhered to by gospel fishers of 
men. One must know the characteristics of fish and 
must go to the fish. They will not come to you. 
Certain kind of fish play in certain kind of water; 
some in deep, some in shallow, some in the current, 
others in the still waters. You must go where the 
fish are. 

What a book can tell you about fishing is worth 
knowing, but it is little that a book can do toward 
making one a true fisherman. ‘You may well know 
what the book says,” said an old timer who knew 
how to fish, “If a man is going to fish for fish he 
must first become their scholar. Before he can be- 
come their master he must go to school in the brook 
as well as in the book. He must have applied knowl- 
edge. 

To fish for men you must learn their nature, their 
tendencies, their prejudices, their course in life. A 
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man who fishes for men must not only know their 
habits, but he must know their taste, their resorts, 
their sin and hiding places as far as possible, that he 
may best meet their need in coming with the Gospel 
to fish for their souls. He must handle them ac- 
cording to their different natures and adapt his ma- 
terial according to their peculiarities. For the cap- 
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ture of some he will provide a spear, for others a 
hook, a net for others, and bait for each one as he 
finds suitable to bring results. 

A man may sit on the deck and say to the fish, 
“Here is this bait and hook, I have bought my li- 
cense and paid for this place for the day; now you 
come and bite this bait and be caught or stay in the 
lake for here is the bait, the hook, the pole and here 
I sit.”” The long tedious hours go by. Others are 
catching fish, having a good time, while he sits and 
complains about the fish, the lake, and the money 
paid out for license. Some one says, “Change your 
bait, friend, and you will catch some fish.” But he 
declares that bait is bait and he will not change so 
continues to succeed in the line of failure. 

This is such an exposure of ignorance that it is 
almost too ridiculous to be in print even though it - 
does resemble in many ways the preaching and fish- 
ing methods employed by some workers who claim 
to be fishing from the gospel standpoint. 

The Gospel fisherman must find out what men are, 
where they are, and why they are there, then em- 
ploy such truth as will attract and lure them to be 
caught. Truth is truth wherever it may be found 
and should be regarded as such but fish bait is fish 
bait too and you must be wise enough to select from 
the many kinds of fish bait the one best suited to 
the time, place, and kind of fish you have to deal 
with. So it is with the truth and men. You must 
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be wise and select the truth best suited to the time, 
place, and person with whom you are dealing. Dr. 
Spurgeon once summed up the qualities of a true 
fisherman in these words; ‘‘A fisherman must be 
acquainted with the sea; he must know the locality 
in which he works. A fisherman must know how to 
lure fish. A fisherman of men must get the attention 
of men and lead them to think in terms with him- 
self for their interest, for, until you are able to get 
men to see their need of the Gospel and eternal life, 
you cannot persuade them to lay hold by faith. 

To fish for fish you must be endowed with pa- 
tience and perseverance. To fish for men you must 
still have more patience and preseverance and in 
addition be endowed with the spirit of the Master. 

Fishing is not always best on the great lakes or 
‘big waters. Fishing for men is not always success- 
ful where the big crowds are or where the Gospel 
reaches them often. Results are obtained manv 
times when fishing in out of the way places. Access 
to the haunts may be obtained by going up the moun- 
tain half a day’s journey over the rough path; down 
over the rock ledges and up the steep banks. Not 
easy, no, ‘tis a tiresome weary journey and watch 
the fisherman return. Hungry, weary, worn, and 
tired, but what of it? Look at the big string of fish; 
all he can carry. | 

Others have been sitting on the bank of a lake 
with a blanket under them and a sofa pillow to lean 
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on and an umbrella swinging over them saying at 
the same time “Not me, I’m not going on that rough, 
weary journey.. Why that is hard work,” but they 
are not successful and often become jealous of the 
tired, weary, worn fellow who traversed the long 
arduous paths and brought back the catch. 

Brethren! You can see this in church work among 
the fishers of men. Some are asleep on the job 
while others are fighting the good fight, defeating the 
enemy in every siege of battle. Then, when these 
star boarders do wake up they throw a mad fit of 
jealousy and say, ‘He had a better stream to fish out 
of than we did. He just struck it lucky this time. 
Wait until he goes to another place and he will see 
how it goes. If he had our field of labor he couldn’t 
do that.” 

Brother, don’t blame the other fellow because 
you are a failure as a fisherman of men, and be man 
enough to say ‘‘Amen” for the man that is succeed- 
ing. 

Say Boys! Change your bait. Take off that old 
stale bait; put ona fresh one. Some preachers preach 
the same sermon to the same audience the year round. 
QO, of course they will change the text but drift right 
into the same channel and rut every time. Men! 


That is just like changing the hook on the line and ~ 


then using the same old bait. 
Go ye therefore into the highway, is just as 
much needed today as ever before. Going out into 
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the highways is not an easy job. You will not find 
a rocking chair under every shade tree or a big 
chicken dinner waiting for you in every home you 
may call, but you will find the Lord there to help 
you in the big job of fishing for men and His prom- 
ise, ‘Lo, I am with you, alway.” 

Some no doubt will be inclined to criticize this 
theory for a working soul-winning program but it 
is exactly in line with what Mr. D. L. Moody said 
when asked ‘What is the best way to reach the 
masses with the Gospel?” “‘Go for them!” was the 
quaint and characteristic answer and it expresses the 
life principle of Mr. Moody. It ought to character- 
ize the Christian ministry of today more than it does. 
In all soul winning work we must remember it is 
Christ we are to exalt, ‘““For we preach not ourselves 
but Christ Jesus the Lord and ourselves your ser- 
vants for Jesus’ sake.” May we, for Christ’s sake, 
learn how to become fishers of men. 

While holding a revival in North Michigan, one 
day during the first week of the services while in the 
program work of house visitation we called at sever- 
al places. One place they were at home but failed to 
answer the door bell, another place they were too 
busy to stop and have prayer, others were glad to 
have us come and seemed to appreciate the singing 
and the prayers. Some of the party seemed a little 
discouraged or at least disappointed because of the 
attitude of their neighbors, but we, being acquainted 
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with such things pushed on and said, “Never mind, 
‘If God be for us who can be against us?’” and at 
the very next home visited the wife and mother 
wept and confessed that for some time she had felt 
the need of the Lord in her life and expressed a 
desire to be a Christian if she could only get her 
husband to yield also. We urged her to give her 
heart to Christ and then she would be better able 
to help her husband to the Lord. This she did and 
surely the Spirit of the Lord was there and where 
He is there is liberty. The Christian people went 
away happy and encouraged, singing the praises of 
God. Ina few nights the husband was saved and 
thus the home was won for Christ and the happy fish- 
ermen rejoiced because of their success. 


HELPS FOR FISHERMAN 


First of all lead the people you are dealing with 
to see their need of Christ, and that without Him 
they are lost. 

Second:—Convince them by your  straightfor- 
ward earnestness that you are interested in them 
for one reason alone all else—the salvation of their 
souls. Seek to help them out of darkness into light; 
from the kingdom of satan to God and righteous- 
ness. 

Third:—Then prove to them you are not selfish 
and seek for no glory of your own, that you are 
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willing to stay in the background and say, ‘The 
Lord did it all.” 

These familiar rules for fishing are by Mark Guy 
Pearse and are rules it would be well for all of us 
to keep in mind. | 

We were watching an old man trout-fishing one 
day. He was pulling out fish one right after an- 
other and stopping near him we said, “You man- 
age it.cleverly old friend. We have passed a good 
many below who don’t seem to be doing anything.” 

The old man straightened up stuck his fish rod 
in the ground and said, ‘“‘Well you see sir, there be 
three rules for trout fishing and ’tis no good trying 
if you don’t mind them. First one, keep yourself 
out of sight. Second one, keep yourself further out 
of sight, and the third one, keep yourself further 
still out of sight. Then you will catch ’em.”’ 

No doubt some of those whom Mr. Pearse had 
passed along the line were like some of our leaders 
in the Christian way fishing for men; they were more 
anxious to be seen and heard than to catch fish. 

We can just see them lined up along the bank, 
out on a rock or standing in the water’s edge in a 
regular dress parade bedecked in the latest model 
sport clothes. Look at the equipment. A new 
broad striped sweater shirt, a pair of light green 
striped knickers, rattlesnake hose, a large blue- 
topped yellow lined rain hat and a bobber on the 
fish line painted red, white, and blue to indicate pa- 
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triotism and a new extension fish pole with a windlass 
to aid in pulling out the big fish that is never caught. 
With all that paraphernalia this poor fellow is there 
to be seen. He cannot afford to stay hid but must 
stay in plain sight and stand in position so as to ap- 
pear handsome. But all he gets is a passing look from 
those going by and with Mr. Pearse they generally 
take note that such an one is not doing anything but 
standing at attention and pulling in nothing but 
the line. 

Let us on board the Gospel ship, posing as fish- 
ermen of men learn a lesson from the old gentleman 
upstream who kept everything out of sight but the 
bait with which he was trying to catch the fish. The 
bait for Gospel fishermen is God’s word. Preach the 
Word! Warn men. But like Paul, warn them in love. 
Try untried means if you will but don’t go out of the 
Gospel bounds to do it. In these days of worldliness 
let us not forget the words of the Master, ‘And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.” | 
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CHAPTER XXV 
A STRONG CHURCH 


“Put on thy strength, O Zion.” Bible. 

Put on thy strength, O ye Ministers, 

Put on thy strength, O ye Class Leaders. 

Put on thy strength, O ye Church Members. 

“Tam preaching for today; I am trying to meet 
the needs:of the church now; then I shall not be 
afraid to trust tomorrow in God’ s hands.”—Rutledge. 

Do you. want a strong church?: Ministers of the 
Gospel, do you want a strong church in which to la- 
bor? Do you desire that your church shall become a 
strong church? If so, preach the Gospel. Preach 
from the Bible. Take God’s word; study it. Pray 
over it, preach it, all of it. Preach the love side of the 
Gospel; preach the wrath side of the Gospel; turn the 
Gospel light on sin. Preach the Gospel Heaven. 
Many people will want to go there. Preach the Gos- 
pel Hell. Many people will not want to go there. 
Preach the Gospel reward for Righteousness; preach 
the Gospel penalty for Unrighteousness. Preach 
Preach! Preach! 

Do you desire that the church you preach to shall 
become stronger and stronger under your guidance? 
You may have it so. God’s word declares it and the 
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Bible tells you how it may be obtained. Some of the 
elements of church strength are here named and dis- 
cussed. 


LOYALTY TO THE TRUTH, GOD’S WORD 


Any church and ministry faithful to the truth as 
it is in God’s Word will be blessed by the truth, and 
see the success promised. Character and duty are the 
standards by which the church is to be governed in 
order to grow and succeed. 

That which helps to make the church so much 
different from organizations of a worldly nature is 
the character of the organization and the duties the 
members daily perform in harmony with the plan of 
the church. We fear that some of the ministry of 
today are missing the aim and the mark of a Gospel 
ministry, and are failing to show this loyalty to the 
Truth. When the ministry of this country begin to 
show a disloyal spirit toward the Thus Saith the Lord, 
then how are we going to secure loyalty among the 
laity of the church? Many places where we go the 
laity are crying for the Gospel and saying, “We have 
heard everything else, of late, but the Gospel and now 
we want a little Gospel, something to feed the spirit- 
ual life. 

Some ministers have made a hobby of Religious 
Education and Organization, some have become so 
enthused with the conflict between evolution and the 
Bible that they cannot preach a Gospel sermon with- 
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out saturating it with monkeys, whales and bull frogs. 
Some ministers are trying to get the people enlight- 
ened on the subjects they feel are so important. For 
instance; water baptism and the method of adminis- 
tration. So every sermon has a river of water baptism 
in it until almost every one in the church is drowned. 

We know of a man in the state of Michigan who 
has a large congregation under his care. He receives 
a salary of four thousand dollars per year and a doc- 
tor from that city said to us, “Our preacher has said 
more about the good of the lodge than he has about 
the Christ of the Bible. He told how many members 
he secured for the lodge during the three years he 
has been here and it outnumbered those who had 
joined the church.” 

We feel that the need of the hour is loyalty to the 
truth as it is in Christ Jesus. We have labored on 
many of the large camp grounds of this country for 
various churches and it would seem from the attitude 
assumed by some of the ministry that they think the 
camp ground is a place for them to settle personal 
differences, petty jealousies and promote their per- 
sonal opinions on some nonessential subject hinted at 
by some of the theologians of the country. My breth- 
ren, we can never have a strong church or a strong 
conference with this disloyalty to the sacred trust of 
the Gospel ministry and the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus. 


May the ministry who read these lines shake off 
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these hobbies and take a firm grip upon the Bible as 
the truth of God and see a lost world to be saved, a 
congregation of God’s little ones to be fed and 
trained that they may develop into strong men and 
women for Christ and His church. 

Preach the Word.. Preach the Word.. The Word. 
The Word of God, men. . 

If you want a strong church take God’s Word; 
preach it, believe it, live it, and you will have a strong 
church. The heart of the church is its ministry and 
the pulpit preaching and if the pulpit is strong with 
loyalty to the truth we will have better success in 
bringing about strong churches and in bringing loy- 
alty to the program of the church. 


INTELLIGENT CHRISTIAN LIVING 


If we are to have a strong church there must not 
only be loyalty among the ministry but there must 
be intelligent living among the members of our 
churches. Many of our hindering causes in the prog- 
ress of the church today is the lack of intelligent liv- 
ing among the Christian people and professors of 
grace rather than the buffetings of an outside world. 

Preaching and hearing are of supreme importance 
in saving the world but it is doing what we know to 
be our duty that affects the world most. It is not so 
much what we say but the way we live that inspires 
faith and brings conviction to the unsaved and makes 
your church strong for Christ and the Bible. There 
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are many belonging to the churches today that take 
but little or no responsibility in trying to live so that 
they will be a blessing to the organization and many 
whole churches of the twentieth century, from the 
minister to the janitor, ought to come out of church 
kitchens and social circles and from the whirlpools 
of pleasure that have gripped the hearts of profes- 
sors. From the card parties, theaters, picture shows, 
dress parades and the association of poodle dogs let 
them fall on their knees and cry out as did the apost- 
les, “Lord, teach us to pray,” and as the Psalmist, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me,” until as the beginning 
church of old, they are endued with power from on 
high having tarried until the Holy Ghost came bring- 
ing power to live right, power to love God and His 
cause better than the things of earth; power to cher- 
ish and read the Bible, and go to prayer meet- 
ing, power to stay for the church services and pray 
for the pastor while he preaches, power to work in the 
revival for souls and power to be Christlike in our 
lives. The church that lives true in their daily lives 
will become strong and succeed in the kingdom work 
for Christ. 


ACTIVITY IN THE CHURCH FOR CHRIST 


Any church becomes strong by practice and before 
you can have a strong church you must have a church 
active in service and active in the spiritual part of the 
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work. Not only active in going and paying but active 
in prayer, testimony, and the daily duties of a Chris- 
tian life. We have too many people in our churches 
of today who think that if they go to church, pay the 
preacher, help decorate the grave yard, sing in the 
choir or serve on some board that that is their part. 
We may be active in many or all of these departments 
and yet not have a strong church. A large Sunday 
school does not mean that you have a strong church. 
You may have great throngs at a social gathering of 
the church but just because there is a large crowd at 
the chicken pie social in the basement is not conclu- 
sive proof they are going to Heaven. Some of them 
may think more of the chicken pie social than they do 
of the Lord Jesus and His claim on their lives. The 
evidence of a strong church can be better judged by 
those who remain for the preaching of the Word, 
those who are hungering and thirsting after the Bread 
of Life. A chicken pie supper will make you strong 
physically, a social may teach you how to entertain 
people but it is the Word of God that makes strong 
the spiritual and awakens the soul to the greater pos- 
sibilities of getting closer to the Lord and Savior. It 
is the folk who love, and are present at the prayer 
meeting and class meeting that makes a strong 
church. The prayer meeting is the spiritual themom- 
eter for the church. It is the happy life, the cheerful 
testimony that helps the world to see new beauties 
in the Christian religion. 
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UNITY IN THE CHURCH 


“In unity there is strength,” one of our great men 
has said, “United we stand, divided we fall.” No 
church can hope to become strong that pays no at- 
tention to the power of unity. If worldly organiza- 
tions safeguard these points that they might be- 
come strong, why should we of the church of Christ, 
the greatest organization in the world, be careless of 
these vital points that make for success in the cause 
we seek to serve. 

There must be unity of purpose. Our aim in 
church work is always to be the salvation of souls. 
There should always be unity between the pastor 
and class leader and every other department of the 
work if the church is to be a strong church, a united 
church in every way. No matter who the pastor may 
be, a strong church will go ahead, live right and help 
forward the Cause. 

If you are a strong Christian no matter who the 
class leader may be you will go to prayer meeting, 
help boost the midweek meeting and pray for the 
cause you profess to love. We have been places to 
hold meetings where we found some half backslidden 
grouchy church members who had not been at the 
church services since conference just because con- 
ference did not send them the preacher they desired 
and when we asked them if the man conference did 
send was all right they said, “O yes, he is a good 
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man but we wanted the other preacher.” Others will 
be staying away from class meeting just because they 
could not elect the one whom they desired for class 
leader. Some others are not coming because they 
did not get the one for superintendent of the Sun- 
day school whom they wanted and thought should 
have had the office. Others will not come to the 
annual camp meeting because the evangelist in charge 
is not their choice. 

No church organization can ever hope to become 
strong with these conditions prevailing and until we 
all come in the unity of the Spirit and in faith, we 
will be hindered, burdened and will fail to succeed 
as we ought in the great mission of the Church. May 
the time come when the unity of the Spirit will be 
ours everywhere in all churches and the world will 
be able to say, ‘“‘Behold how they love one another.” 
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CHAPTER XXVI 


GLAD DISCIPLES 


“Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the 
Lord.” John 20: 20. 


The disciples had lost their Lord and mourned in 
darkness because of His absence. Tongue cannot 
tell their inexpressible joy at seeing him again. Al- 
though Christ had taught them from the beginning 
that this thing was going to happen, they did not seem 
to fully realize or understand why this should be. 
But now they have lost their Lord and the clouds of 
disappointment hang low. In the experiences of life 
they failed to understand the will of God in removing 
from them the One whom they had learned to trust 
and love, but ‘“‘God works in mysterious ways his won- 
ders to perform.” This was God’s plan of redeeming 
the world and of establishing the church but to them 
it was at the time a great loss with little or no profit 
at all for now it would seem as though all past sacri- 
fices had been made in vain and all efforts were now 
to be unrewarded. 3 


HIS TEACHING 


Jesus had been teaching the disciples that he was 
the light of the world, and they had been looking to 
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Him as the light, but now the Light is gone and who 
are they going to look to for light? | 

He had said to them, “I am the way,” and ie 
had followed Him as the way, and to do so they had 
left occupation, home and friends, but now that He 
has been taken away from them who will they follow? 
How can they find the way? 

He had declared himself to be the Truth and 
they had believed that he was the truth and they 
believed it with a conviction that was strong enough 
to accept every proposition made by the Savior and 
they expected the promise, “I will not leave you com- 
fortless,” to be fulfilled. To them the problem of 
how it is to come about is still unsolved. 

To them He had become the Light, the Truth, 
the Way. But now at this trying time and sad hour 
His life could not be seen any more among them as 
the Light and thus they were left in darkness. His 
voice could not be heard speaking forth the truth as 
it in Him alone could be found. His footprints could 
not be traced as the Way of Life and how easy it 
was to go astray unless the path was made plain by 
one who knew the way. He also had said, “‘Come fol- 
low me,” but here they are without a leader. 

Now the plan of God in establishing the kingdom 
was entirely different from the belief and hopes of the 
Jews for the prevailing idea of both the people and 
the disciples seemed to center on this thought; Jeru- 
salem would be the place where the kingdom was to 
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be established and it was to be an earthly kingdom 
in part at least with Christ as Ruler and Judge over 
them, ruling in their favor and causing discomfiture 
among their enemies. 


SPIRITUAL KINGDOM 


The Kingdom as God intended it to be and as 
Christ taught and established it, is to be the rule 
and reign of God in the hearts of men: a spiritual 
kingdom of joy and peace and the power of grace 
to help in obeying the will of God and almost without 
their knowing it, the dawn of a glorious day is at 
hand when their hopes will be brighter, their burdens 
lighter, their faith stronger. 

This must have been an inspiring time for these 
anxious followers of the Man of Galilee, to waken out 
of the few days of despair, doubt, and gloom to the 
realization that again the One they loved more than 
they loved their own lives, the One for whom they 
had been willing to forsake all else that they might 
learn of Him, is now here again as He had said. 

‘Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the 
Lord.” John 20: 20. 

Their sight was by means of the physical eye, 
ours is by the eye of faith yet our sight is no less 
real than was theirs. These seekers of truth and right 
went to the place where Christ promised to meet them 
and there they found Him as He had said, and the 
promise was fulfilled. 
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The sight of Christ made the diciples glad and it 
brings the same sense of gladness to our hearts as 
it did to theirs. No one can doubt that these dear 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord for the 
darkness had been great and the path of the last 
few days rough, and stormy, and the way had been 
hard to find. 

The sight of Christ brought peace to these dis- 
ciples for they had been with, and learned of Him be- 
fore and now they could neither live comfortably, 
walk the holy way, or die happily without seeing the 
Lord. 

The sight of Christ by faith brings peace to the 
backslider again for after we have once known the 
Lord we can never be satisfied without Him as an 
ever present friend and Savior. 

The sight of Christ by faith brings peace to the 
conscious stricken sinner. When we have tried to 
find peace in the world, and the pleasures of this life, 
and have only mocked ourselves in the search, we can 
always find peace in Christ. There is ever a war 
within between the flesh and the spirit, grace and 
nature, the Old Man and the New. The motions of 
sin in our members are ever warring against the holi- 
ness in our minds, but wicked natures of sin is like the 
troubled sea which cannot rest, it is constantly casting 
up mire and dirt. But when we come to Christ, re- 
pent of sin and turn our backs upon the evil of this 
world, we will see Christ by faith and find rest to our 
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souls for He hath made peace with God by His blood 
and He will make and keep peace in our souls by His 
presence. Without Christ our stubborn wills, and 
lusts of the flesh, leads in forbidden paths and reigns 
over our lives therefore we cannot help but be glad © 
when we see our Lord and realize His presence in our 
hearts and lives. 


SIGHT OF CHRIST DESTROYS FEAR 


The sight of Christ dispels our doubts, quells our 
fears and gives strength to the weary. Our poor 
hearts, seeing all manner of sin and evil around us on 
every side and the dreadful results in other lives, are 
often made to fear and sometimes doubt the power 
of Christ to save and keep. But O, when we see 
Christ by faith, our conscience is satisfied, our mind 
is divinely stayed on the truth of the promises, and 
we are assured that Christ hath redeemed us to God 
through His blood. Thus we are made to cry out, 
“This is our Beloved and our Friend in whom we 
have redemption, even the forgiveness of sin. 

This sight of Christ by faith gives victory not 
alone over sin, but victory over death. The sight of 
Christ made their faith stronger in the promised re- 
demption through their risen Lord for now the Holy 
Spirit could bring all things to their remembrance, 
whatsoever he had said unto them for He had lived 
among them and had taught them. They had fol- 
lowed Him for the three years past and though faith 
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becomes the power of reality to any soul, His very 
presence had been positive proof before them. 
The sight of Christ made hopes for the future 
brighter. If they had never seen their Lord again 
after he had been placed in the tomb and if they had 
not been convinced beyond all doubt that their Lord 
was risen from the dead and had triumphed over His 
enemies and over their enemies they would hardly 
have been able to have faced the gainsayers or have 
looked forward to the new mission with hopes of win- 
ning. But in spite of the enemies which were many, 
these glad disciples went to their task and the new 
field with faith strong and hopes bright. 

This sight of Christ made the disciples glad for 
now they could face the enemies of their Lord and 
their new faith and say, “He gave His life of His 
own free will to save the world as He said He would 
do.” ! 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep. John 10: 11. 

They with many others, are now convinced that 
since he had power to raise up his life no one could 
take it from him except as he had been willing to go 
the way of the cross and save his people from their 
sin, and neither was he taken before his time and he 
knew just when that time arrived for he said, “Be- 
hold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners,” and it was so but 
of his life, death, and crucifixion he plainly said, 
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“No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of my- 
self. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This commandment have I received 
of my Father,” John 10: 18. 

The sight of Christ and the remembrance of these 
things made the disciples glad, happy, and free for 
the whole outlook of the early church was changed 
and to those glad disciples it was a finished founda- 
tion that the gates of hell could not prevail against 
for they had actually seen the Lord. Their sight was 
through the physical eye; ours through the eye of 
faith. 

The sight of Christ by faith is the surest founda- 
tion any soul can have for a successful Christian race. 
These glad disciples actually saw their Lord with the 
physical eye. We see him by the eye of faith, yet our 
sight is no less real than was theirs and it opens the 
Kingdom of God to our view and helps us to see 
through the veil, some of the things Christ has pre- 
pared for those that love him and serve him here in 
this life. 

WILL WE BE GLAD DISCIPLES? 


Will we be glad disciples when we see our Lord 
again? Will we, like the disciples of old, be glad when 
we see our Lord face to face? As Christ had gone into 
the tomb then, he has now gone into heaven, but as 
he came back from the tomb, so he will come 
back again to the disciples of today. John 14: 1, 2, 
3,4. 
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Christ has disciples over all the world carrying 
the cross, working in the vineyard, running the Chris- 
tian race, fighting the good fight and they would be 
glad to see their Lord coming at any time. 

“Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing.” Matthew 24: 46. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 


PRE-EVANGELISTIC WORK 


Onward, forward, upward, has been the spirit of 
the church through all ages and her aim now must be, 
“Unselfish service to God and man.” 

God’s work has always been a work of organiza- 
tion and systematic methods, with a forward look to 
the field of opportunity. 

The church that tries to operate and progress in 
the twentieth century without an organized program 
will see no progress, and sooner or later cease to oper- 
ate. 

The forces of righteousness must be organized 
and have a definite aim in view. 

All true success accomplished for the church, the 
community, and the state, has its foundation in the 
home life and when speaking of the success in reli- 
gious life we must have a proper foundation to build 
on if success is to be secured. Some things necessary 
for a right foundation are these: 

A family altar in every home where there are 
Christians, where the family may come to a definite 
place and time to seek Divine favor and strength 
through daily prayer by the parents, or those ac- 
quainted with Christ, for the unsaved and for the 
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A program by the conference to reach and build 
up such fields as are not prospering as they ought. 
Special evangelistic services should be held by some 
one, secured by the conference or pastor, who under- 
stands real systematic program methods that we may 
bring back the careless and indifferent of our own 
church, save the unsaved of our audiences and thus 
enlarge our borders and increase our numbers. 

That each pastor put forth every possible effort 
to reach the unsaved and get them to attend our 
church services and thus influence them to become 
friendly to the church. Then when a revival cam- 
paign is launched they will be much easier reached 
for Christ and the church. 

A community survey to learn: 

(a) The total number of people in your parish, 
the territory that rightfully belongs to you and your 
church and that you feel thus responsible for. 

(b) How many are Christians and belong to 
your church. 

(c) How many belong to some other church. 

(d) How many unsaved people are there that 
should, come to your church because of location. 

(e) What church organization do the unsaved 
prefer. 

({) What percent of the unsaved people prefer | 
your church. : 

That the pastor after all this work has been done 
call together the church officiary and state the facts 
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as he found them. After prayer, discuss the matter 
and see if an agreement may not be reached to launch 
a revival campaign and begin at once to lay plans. 
Give sufficient time that special workers may be se- 
cured and if the conference has no program or a man 
in the field of evangelism, secure one who in your own 
judgment will best meet the needs and go forward. 
You are responsible to God for those souls in your 
parish and you must answer to Almighty God for 
your efforts to win them for His kingdom. 

A VISITING PROGRAM. Let the members of the 
church be divided into groups or divisions and have a 
captain or leader for each division. Have certain days 
set apart to do special work by visiting the homes of 
the community. Possibly three or four homes are 
all that may be reached by each division in one after- 
noon but it is work accomplished for God. Take a 
Bible and song books and in each home plan to spend 
about twenty minutes unless you are specially led 
otherwise. Let this time be spent in reading from the 
Bible, in song and prayer by members of the party. 
Boost for the coming revival, urge the people to come 
for the beginning; to be present at the first service, 
and if there are some of the church that have grown 
cold and are failing to show the proper interest in the 
coming revival and church work visit them. Urge 
them to come to the services and to begin praying 
for the revival and impress upon them the fact that 
unless they are present to carry their part of the bur- 
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den and perform their duties some one will be disap- 
pointed and hindered and the cause of Christ will 
suffer; souls may not be saved because some of the 
church have failed to go forward with their part of 
the work. 

Now after the revival has begun and the special 
workers are on the field it is best to extend the boos- 
ter program for the first several days of the revival. 
We have tried several methods, some of which will 
here be outlined for use and the one that seems the 
most likely to meet the needs in your community and 
bring results is the one to put in operation. 


POST CARD SHOWER 


Have a postal card shower on the entire commu- 
nity. Seta day apart for that purpose when the mem- 
bers of the church will shower the community of un- 
saved people with an urgent call to come to the re- 
vival. We offer the following as a suggestive message. 


Dear Friend: 


We believe in the church; so do you. You 
need the church and the church needs you. We have 
been planning and praying for a revival and the time 
has come when we can say, all things are now ready. 
The special workers are here. We invite you to come 
hear them and give your soul a chance during these 
services. | 

Yours in the Master’s cause. 
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TELEPHONE DAY 


Have a telephoning day. Call up all your neigh- 
bors; the unsaved, the disinterested church members. 
Keep the telephone busy with your conversation con- 
cernirg the revival and religion Many homes may 
be reached in this way with little effort and much 
good may be accomplished. If we were as free to 
talk for the church over the telephone as we are to 
talk about other things, we would be greater boos- 
ters for the church. The unsaved.are not at all back- 
ward when they want to advertise a dance, card 
party, or make plans for a trip on the Sabbath day 
to some base ball game. They call the ones they want 
to accompany them and converse freely on the sub- 
ject, whatever it may be. If the dance is the subject, 
they tell where it is to be, who are to attend, and what 
kind of music they are planning to have. The next 
day they call the same parties, tell how late they came 
home, what a good time they had and who were pres- 
ent. They discuss freely about the stranger whom 
they think is a graceful] dancer, but we are too often 
afraid of what some one will say and just hope for the 
best with not enough courage to put our convictions 
into action and go out to advertise for the cause we 
love and seek to serve. 7 

Pray for your church. Talk of your church to 
others. Tell of the good times you have together 
serving the Lord, and of the new members in the Sun- 
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day school. Let everybody know you as one who is 
not ashamed of the church and her mission in the 
world. Be a booster for your pastor, for your 
church program. The church has plenty of knockers. 
What we need most of all is boosters, when boosting 
for others you are helping your self. 


(197) 


CHAPTER XXVIII 


PLANNING For DECISION DAY 


In planning for Decision Day certain points must 
be carefully considered. Everything, both in plan- 
ning and execution should be done in absolute de- 
pendence upon the Holy Spirit. To know the mind 
of God, is the great key to success. Then the work- 
ers must be in such an attitude that the Holy Spirit 
can use them. There must be much prayer by 
those who expect to take part in this service and all 
workers should come to this place filled with the 
spirit; alive with interest for those whom they hope 
to reach in this service. 


WELL ADVERTIZED 


The time for the Decision Day service should 
be well announced. In public, special mention should 
be made several times until all will have the date, 
time, and nature of the service well in mind and this 
we believe will give the Holy Spirit a better field in 
which to work. By helping turn the attention of the 
ones you hope to reach in that direction they will 
be made to feel that we are truly interested in their 
souls. 

There should be cooperation in planning the 
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program and in praying for its success. By all means 
there should be perfect harmony and cooperation be- 
tween pastor, superintendent, teachers, and parents. 
Of course if the parents are not Christians, as is of- 
ten the case, then it is for the pastor and Sunday 
school officers to go forward with the work. We 
would suggest a few helps in organizing the forces: 


First: That there be a meeting of pastor and 
Sunday school forces and that much prayer be 
offered and a separate prayer list be made for each 
class. Mark the names of those in the class that 
are Christians with the letter C. after the name 
(Lewis Morris, C) and those who are not Christians 
with the letter S. (Carl Morris S) See that the super- 
intendent and pastor each have a list of the names 
of each class at least one week before the time set 
for the Decision Day service. 


Second. That an earnest effort be made by the 
teacher of each class to see those who are not Chris- 
tians at least once before the time of this special 
service and tell them of the desire felt by pastor and 
teacher for their spiritual welfare. 

Third: Just at the close of the lesson discussion 
and before dismissing the classes, let the teachers 
explain for the last time before the invitation to de- 
cide for Christ is given to the whole school, that this 
is the time set apart for that purpose; that much 
prayer has been offered in their behalf, and if pos- 
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sible close the lesson with a short definite prayer for 
the class. 


PERSONAL WORK IN DECISION DAY SERVICE 


Let much care be taken at this point for after 
a short discourse by pastor or evangelist, it is very 
important that there be good safe sane _ personal 
workers to deal with those who are touched by the 
Holy Spirit. Let this be a time for careful choice 
of words and be sure of the leadings of the Spirit. 
Do not ever, when working with children and young 
people of the early teen age, use the method of try- 
-ing to alarm or scare them by fire and _ brimstone 
illustrations, or tell them that the Lord may take 
their father and mother in death, leaving them or- 
phans as a means of punishment if they do not go 
to the altar. We have heard workers say in debat- 
ing with children and young people, “The devil will 
just take you some day when you are alone if you. 
do not become a Christian.” This is unjust to the 
child or young person, and you are not rightly repre- 
senting the Lord to their open minds. 

Let me say to all who attempt to do personal work 
in a service of this kind. Far better is it to pre- 
sent the love side of the Gospel and the loving invita- 
tion of the Savior and to show the advantages of 
beginning the Christian life while young, thus fixing 
the habits of life to harmonize with the gospel of 
Christ. Deal intelligently with them; be able to 


(200) 


quote appropriate verses of scripture to them as a 
means of influencing their decision for Christ. Then 
let those who instruct seeking souls at the altar be 
careful of their instruction. Be definite and sincere. 
It is the “Thus saith the Lord” that we want them 
to grasp as the reason for seeking the Savior; and a 
sure foundation for life’s race. 


THE ALTAR CALL 


Plan for the altar call as for any other part of 
the service, and then after all plans have been careful- 
ly laid for this sacred climax moment, trust the Holy 
Spirit and go forward always willing to yield to His 
leadership. 

At the close of the class period and just before 
the discourse have the classes to be seated as classes 
according to rank from primary to Bible class. Have 
the teachers to sit with their respective classes and 
in the opening service following this arrangement and 
just preceding the sermon, have a prayer service; the 
teachers leading in prayer. This, however, can be 
arranged for before hand by whoever has charge of 
the opening service. 

The altar call, or pulling in the net. This as pos- 
sibly no other part of the service should have our. 
most serious consideration and thoughtful prepara- 
tion. The call should be plain and simple, using 
terms and methods best understood by those you 
are working with. Here, possibly as in no other part 
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of the service, the teachers and parents can aid the 
minister in drawing the net successfully by watch- 
ing the moving of the Spirit upon the classes and 
helping the Lord to lead the one to first make the 
decision that will have the best effect and influence 
in encouraging others to come. 

Speaking of the junior age, we would not advise 
a loud, boisterous, stormy, cyclone style of altar 
call but rather that of calm, serious, loving, pleading. 
We, out of several years of experience and after 
making many calls for this class, have been more often 
led to the latter; and have reaped a greater harvest 
when so led. 

Simple faith in Christ is the sure foundation for 
the salvation of any class, whether young or old, but 
we believe it is especially so in the junior class for 
they have never experienced sin in their lives with 
its guilt, shame, and condemnation, as have some 
older people, and sin habits are not so firmly fixed 
in their lives; thus not so hard to turn away from. 

Make the service as short as will be safe after 
seekers are at the altar and be very careful what is 
said by way of instruction for at this period in life 
more than any other children are sensitive and very 
apt to take everything for granted just as you say it. 
A spirit-filled life, the leadership of the Holy Spirit, 
a soul bathed in prayer, and tact in dealing with 
child life are the winning factors in a Decision Day 
service. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 
JUNIOR WORK AND Its MIssIoNn 


One of the important features of the Rutledge 
Revivals, which should be given some consideration, 
is the work done among juniors. 

Both Evangelist and Mrs. Rutledge do not believe 
that the world can be won by beginning with the 
aged. It is a known fact that when Christ set out to 
choose and call his apostles, he chose young men, 
because these men were still in active service a gen- 
eration after our Christ was crucified. The aged men 
were more prejudiced and sated and it was easier 
for the younger men to accept the teachings and 
principles laid down by Christ. 

The churches of today are accepting the fact that 
the true way to win the world is through childhood. 
It is an evident fact that the boys and girls of today 
will be the men and women of tomorrow. Then is 
it not true that the church should strive to win the 
youth. Doctor Athearn says ‘‘The church that can- 
not win its own young people, cannot hope to win 
the world.” 

“Save the aged and you save a soul; save a child 
and you save a soul plus a life for Christ.” 
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Then how carefully should the church deal with 
the children and the youth. Love is the atmosphere in 
which the juniors find it easy to accept Christ. How 























MRS. CORA H. RUTLEDGE 


easy it is to love children into the kingdom. Christ 
bade them to come and he said to the older ones, 
“Except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
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dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
A church fuss or a quarrel, means the loss of a gen- 
eration of young people to the church. The lack 
of love in the home will soon force the children away 
from its portals. The lack of love and a spiritual 
atmosphere in the church will fail to win the youth. 

It is to attain this purpose that the Evangelist 
and Mrs. Rutledge work with the juniors. Mrs. 
Rutledge organizes a junior choir as quickly as a 
campaign begins. It is not a hard matter to get a 
junior choir organized and the interest never ebbs 
_ but instead, it increases to the close of the revival. 
Mrs. Rutledge meets the junior choir in the after- 
noons and during the school season she meets them 
_ immediately after school. After the first rehearsal 
the junior choir is able to do as many as three new 
numbers in the evening service. One junior choir in 
Ohio sang four new numbers from memory in the eve- 
ning service after having practiced only one afternoon. 
This shows how readily boys and girls at this age 
will grasp new thoughts and ideas. The mind trained 
for the other side of life is just as alert and Satan 
is on the job, he is ever busy trying to get his work 
in while the childish mind is in the process of develop- 
ment. Again how careful and prayerful should be the 
training given to the juniors. 

Mrs. Rutledge spends the greater part of the time 
in the afternoon rehearsal, training the junior choir 
for the evening song service, but there is always some 
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time devoted to prayer and short exhortations to the 
juniors about the Christian life and how to begin it. 
Christ is always held up as the only means of the 
spiritual birth, and as the only example by which 
the juniors are to pattern their lives. Some times 
Bible tests are given. Memorizing of certain pas- 
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Rev. Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Regnier, Clyde, Kansas, 
father and mother of Mrs. Cora Rutledge. Mr. 
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Conference of the United Brethren in Christ church. 


sages of scripture or chapters of the Bible are en- 
couraged, and, at the close of the campaign prizes are 
given to those who have learned the parts assigned 
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them. Mr. and Mrs. Rutledge always entertain the 
entire junior choir at the close of each revival. 

The musical part of one evening service, during 
the campaign is always given by the junior choir. 
This service usually comes one evening during the 
last week of the campaign. By this time the juniors 
are prepared to do real work and it is always a night 
of interest to the parents and grownups as well as the 
juniors. | 

Some of the numbers given are solos, duets or 
quartets but the real value of training is brought out 
when the entire junior chorus arises and sing such 
numbers as “Over The Top For Jesus,” The Junior 
War Song.” “The Fight is On.” etc. A number of the 
songs used are some of Mrs. Rutledge’s own compo- 
sitions. Mrs. Rutledge has her own junior books and 
uses them exclusively in this work. 7 

In teaching the juniors a new song Mrs. Rutledge 
always explains the meaning of the song, taking the 
different phases and paragraphs and showing them 
the thought that the author had in mind in the writ- 
ing of the song, so when the juniors sing a song about 
the Christian fight or warfare, they strive to express 
through song the spirit of a true soldier; or if the song 
of praise and adoration, a joyful expression is 
brought forth, if the song is a song of prayer and de- 
votion they are taught to sing it in a worshipful at- 
titude. Thus new thoughts and ideas are brought out 
to convey the true meaning of worship in song to the 
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juniors who sing as well as to the audience who hear. 

The Rutledge Revivals succeed in winning many 
of their juniors for Christ. In fact, in every meeting 
the greater majority of juniors who are not already 
Christian, are brought to a personal decision, in the 
fact that they present themselves to Christ. Each 
candidate is prayed with and given good common 
sense instruction by members of the party or the pas- 
tor in charge or other personal workers who are in- 
terested in the campaign. In one place more than 
forty juniors were on their knees at one time. Not 
all were there to be converted, as some were there 
with their friends. It was a beautiful sight to see. 
those boys and girls in this humble attitude before 
their Creator. 

The Rutledges do not feel that the great stress 
which they lay on the junior work in their campaigns 
is in vain, not only from the fact that many of these 
boys and girls are won to Christ but in that many of 
their parents are also won to the Christian life. No 
one is as enthusiastic as a junior, once he or she gets 
the vision of the possibilities of life in being a Chris- 
tian. They do not wait for folks to come to them, 
but they believe in going out in a straightforward 
manner and present Christ to their parents or friends. 

The slogan of true junior work in the campaigns 
is, “Win Them One By One.” 
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CHAPTER XXX 


HicuH Points IN Our REVIVAL 
FAMILY SAVED AT NOON HOUR 


In a revival meeting held in what is known as the 
Sommers’ grove on the Miltonvale circuit, Kansas 
conference, Evangelist M. Alice Durham was in 
charge of the camp. We planned to attend this 
camp meeting and be workers and boosters anywhere 
we could fit in and being strong believers in the 
“highway” methods we were out one day trying to 
boost along that line. There were five or six of us 
in the party and we stopped at a home where Mrs. 
Rutledge’s sister, Naomi, was well acquainted and 
much interested and being present she helped make 
the approach easy, in fact, she led the way. After a 
song, reading of the scripture and prayer, the mother 
yielded her will to be a Christian, prayed very earn- 
estly and seemed well satisfied and at once requested 
the party to return at the noon hour when her hus- 
band and the son would be in from the field. We 
called other places, watching the time that we might 
not miss the appointment. By missing dinner we 
were able to be at the home promptly at the time 
specified and when we walked into the house the - 
father and son were there as we expected. Again 
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we sang and then knelt to pray. While in prayer 
we walked over and knelt by the father who was 
still sitting in his chair and approached him concern- 
ing the subject of his salvation mentioning the af- 
firmative decision of his wife. He answered us very 
kindly and spoke of his wife with appreciation but 
declined a personal surrender to Christ at that time 
by saying, ‘It is all right; but not today.” Turning 
from the husband and father we went to the son, a 
young man, and asked him if he did not think it a 
good time to become a Christian. He said he did 
and had been thinking it over for some time. We 
asked him to surrender now but he declined by say- 
ing he was waiting for his father’s decision and would 
be willing to yield if his father did. We turned and 
related to the father the decision of the boy. He 
said he would start now and the two knelt together 
and sought the Lord. They came to church and tes- 
tified to the saving grace of God in their behalf and 
later joined the church. Thus they were strung on 
the gospel line. Thank the Lord for the highway 
experiences. 


REALIZED THEY WERE LOST 


THREE CAME FORWARD WHILE MESSAGE IS BEING 
DELIVERED 
One Sunday evening while Evangelist Rutledge 
was yet speaking to a crowded house, many of them 
being unsaved people, the Spirit of the Lord came 
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upon the speaker, great unction accompanied the 
Word and the power of the Lord was present to heal 
those stained by sin. The subject of the Evangelist’s 
message was, ‘“‘The Wages of Sin,” and since he him- 
self had in days past felt the sting of sin and its 
eternal guilt on his own soul he was able to show 
others the curse of a broken law and the doom of a 
God-rejecting sinner. The speaker showed the re- 
ward of the righteous in hearing the welcoming voice 
of the Savior when he comes to claim his own; he 
showed the record of the Lord-rejecter and sinner 
doomed to outer darkness to receive the acts for 
a life of sin. 

The Holy Spirit helped the Evangelist to con- 
vey the idea of the wages and reward in such a real- 
istic way that one man felt he dare wait no longer 
but must cry out to God for mercy. He gave the smail 
child he was holding in his arms to his wife and 
came down the aisle crying, “Oh Brother Rutledge 
pray for me for I have been a coward when it comes 
to religion and Christ,” and by the time this man 
got on his knees another came and _ still another. 
Then the Evangelist launched into the altar service, 
closed the sermon in a very abrupt way and extended 
the plea for others. Some went out at the door, oth- 
ers came to Christ while the church shouted the vic- 
tory over the enemy. These are times when saint 
and sinner are made to feel that the Divine power 
is in our midst to bless the church in their endeavors 
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to carry out the plans of the Lord, and to save the 
sinner when he is willing to be saved. 


SPIRITUAL AWAKENING, THIRTEEN, SOULS 


While working in North Ohio conference the 
home of the Evangelist and wife was in Hillsdale, 
Michigan, 60 West Street North and it was here 
they spent the time when not in the field. Just 
after the meeting at Adrian, Michigan, the party 
went home to rest a few days before launching the 
next campaign at Blissfield, Michigan. Sister Effie 
Hodgeboom, pastor of the Hillsdale United Breth- 
ren church, was engaged in revival services at the 
time and asked the Party to take the Sunday even- 
ing service which they did. Mrs. Rutledge sang as 
a solo, ‘Jesus Remembers When The World For- 
gets,” and the Evangelist spoke from one of his fav- 
orite texts, Luke 18: 37, “And they told him that 
Jesus of Nazareth passeth by,” using as his central 
theme, Jesus passeth by. 

It was a great night for the church at Hillsdale 
and a special work of the Spirit was realized by all 
present. The Evangelist plead with the unsaved to 
yield their hearts to Christ as He came their way. 
At the conclusion of the sermon the altar call was 
made and a railroad man was one of the first to come 
to Christ. Then others came and the call continued 
until there were thirteen at the altar of prayer. It 
was the wonderful workings of the Holy Spirit in our 
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midst and truly the Lord was glorified. To Him 
be all the praise and may we have more such mighty 
visitations of the Spirit. 


HE CAME AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR 


We were in a union meeting for three churches 
and the attendance was large, in fact, the sextons of 
the church turned people away from the doors of the 
chapel for several nights before the close of the meet- 
ing. There were many being saved and the town was 
stirred. The afternoon services were being well at- 
tended by the Christian people and we noted a re- 
quest for prayer one afternoon, made by a lady who 
appeared to be about forty-five years of age. She 
said that she and her father were all that were left 
of his family and that he had made his home with her 
and her husband and was not a Christian but often 
opposed them very much in their church work. She 
then burst into tears as she said with a trembling 
voice ““He never has been a Christian and this re- 
vival seems like an eleventh hour call for him and I 
fear if he fails this time the harvest may be past.” 

We have heard thousands of requests for prayer 
and often go from the services to wait before God in 
prayer remembering them at a throne of grace but this 
one seemed to grip our hearts more firmly than others 
that day so we made some inquiry relative to the man 
and his past life. Later we called at the home and 
while endeavoring to interest the old gentleman in the 
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welfare of his soul we at last said to him, “If you had 
life to live over again and knew what you do now, 
would you wait to seek the Lork at the close of life 
or would you yield to him while young and pliable?” 
He seemed to catch a new spring of life as leaning 
forward he said, “‘At the other end, my boy, at the 
other end of life,” but his courage seemed to fail 
when he was pressed to seek the Lord without further 
delay. 

One of the special features of this revival was a 
prayer meeting for the business men held in the busi- 
ness district and the men were accustomed to respond 
nicely. The next forenoon at ten o’clock was the 
time for the men’s meeting and it was held in a 
large garage on main street. As the men were gath- 
ering we noticed an old gentleman coming in sup- 
ported by a friend. He had come with the intention 
of staying for the service for he was warmly clad as 
it was a very cold and stormy day. To our glad sur- 
prise it was the man that many were praying for. 
The men in the garage looked as much interested as 
we did and possibly more surprised. We well re- 
member the scene at he sat on the running board of 
a car just to our left about ten feet away and list- 
ened very intently. At the close of this service we 
were a little disappointed to hear some of the men say, 
“Oh he just came because it is different to go to a 
garage for a men’s meeting. He will not come to the 
church.” but as the crowd thronged the streets on 
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their way to the chapel the old gentleman was among 
them. With tottering steps he found his way to God’s 
house and for several evenings he was seen in the 
anxious crowd as they came with an intense interest 
and desire to drink in the truths of God’s word. 

One evening while we were calling for decisions 
for Christ we noticed this old gentleman coming down 
the aisle with several others that were wending their 
way to the altar of prayer. He was carrying a fold- 
ing chair on which he had been sitting and before he 
reached the altar his daughter saw him and cried out, 
“There he comes! There he comes!” and started to 
meet him. He came, sat the chair near the altar of 
prayer, bowed his head upon the altar and in a voice 
trembling with emotion asked Christ to forgive his 
sins. 

His hair was white and his days few and as we 
looked down upon him there in prayer, to us it was 
his evening prayer. We had just been praying with 
some younger people at the other end of the altar, 
one, a young barber and we thought of his young life, 
his influence in business, his future life for the 
church and for Christ but when we came to pray for 
the old gentleman it was different. We could not see 
beyond that evening prayer, ‘Save this soul, save this 
soul,” for the life was wasted and only the soul could 
-be saved. The next morning he sent for me to come 
over to his daughter’s house where he was staying. 
When we went in he was sitting in his chair with his 
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reading glasses on and the Bible in his hand, the one 
his wife used to read. He said, “Good morning, 
Brother Rutledge.” Holding up the Bible in his 
hand he said, ““This was mamma’s Book. I have been 
reading in it. I didn’t sleep much last night, I was 
thinking of heaven, my Savior, mamma, and her 
Bible,” and then he broke into tears as he said, 
“Thank God, I am going that way this morning, but 
O, why did I wait until the eleventh hour to start?” 


FORTY SOULS 


A HARVEST OF FORTY SOULS IN THREE NIGHTS 


The Evangelist was about to close a meeting at 
Crystal Lake, Michigan, when the Spirit seemed to 
lead otherwise so arrangements were made to con- 
tinue for a few nights. In what was to have been 
the closing service people cried out from the audience, 
“Don’t close this meeting” and it was evident that 
the interest was deep. The crowds had been very 
large and for the last ten nights the sextons had 
seated the coming throngs until the house was 
filled to its capacity then they stood at the doors 
and urged the people to come earlier the next even- 
ing in order to secure seats before the great crowds 
arrived but even then large numbers came an hour 
and a half before time to begin services. 

Monday night would tell whether or not it had 
paid to continue. The house was filled and again 
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many were turned away who would have entered 
into the service. At the close of the sermon there 
were ten persons who came to the altar of prayer 
to confess their sins and take up their cross for the 
Master. This was a wonderful night for the cause 
of righteousness. Most of the seekers were grown 
people. 

Tuesday night was again a time of anxious expec- 
tation and it seemed as if the Holy Spirit had be- 
gun its work in an entirely new field. People who 
had previously given the revival no attention at all 
began to come and seemed to be under conviction the 
first night, and some yielded to the call. From the 
opening, the Tuesday evening service was deep, 
searching and spiritual and at the conclusion of the 
discourse another ten souls came to the altar of pray- 
er and professed saving faith in the blood of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Early Wednesday evening the crowds began to 
come and the house was filled long before time for 
the service to begin. The Evangelist selected for 
his subject, ““The Sin of Neglect.” Mrs. Rutledge 
sang the solo, ““There is Time Enough Yet,” and the 
audience seemed to be greatly influenced by the 
spirit of the meeting. The Holy Spirit was true to 
His office work in convicting sinners and calling them 
to Christ. At the invitation twenty adults came to 
the altar seeking pardon for sin. 
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This was truly a time of harvest for the churches 
of this city. May we have many more such times 
of spiritual awakening and is it not true that too 
often revivals are closed just as they begin to yield 
an influence and harvest. 


IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE 


FROM SCHOOL ROOM TO MISSION FIELD 


It was in the spring of 1920 while the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon a certain community in a very 
noticeable way that this incident was enacted, creat- 
ing a profound impression upon our minds. 

This was our second revival in this place and the 
attendance was large; people came for miles to be 
in the services. There was a merchant in the town 
with two young people in his home, a young lady 
who was a school teacher and a young man who was 
living on a farm. 

The young lady was at home during the week 
end and we well remember the Friday evening the 
mother and daughter walked into the service. The 
pastor mentioned that the mother was much con- 
cerned about the young people of the home. 

The young lady helped in the singing and seemed 
very friendly toward the revival and Sunday morn- 
ing came to the altar of prayer. After much prayer 
and singing and all the other seekers were satisfied 
we urged her to trust the Lord fully for her salva- 
tion. She said, “I can trust him but it will mean the 
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mission field, and how canI, howcan I? But not long 
after that statement she cried out, “I can, I can, yes 
Lord, I can by your help.” and she looked up 
through her tears and sang, 

‘“‘Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go, 

Anywhere he leads me in this world below.” 

She never repudiated that consecration to the 
Lord and the autumn following we saw her board the 
train on her way to the Bible school for the years of 
preparation in the work to which she had consecrated 
her life. She talked freely to us about her work and 
her determination to advance the cause of Christ in 
striving for the salvation of souls. May many more 
of our young people hear the ‘‘Go ye”’ of the gospel of 
Christ, then prepare for the best possible service in 
the Master’s work though the journey may end on 
the mission field. 


FROM CONVICTION AND TEARS TO ETERNITY 
WITHOUT GOD 


The brother of this young lady who was called 
and responded to the work of the Master attended 
this same revival but spurned every endeavor to do 
him good and help him to God. He refused the in- 
vitations of the minister, his sister, and his mother 
and would say, “Not to-night. Ill wait and see what 
some of the other boys are going to do about it.”” Of 
course he was not the only one that failed to obey the 
call of the Spirit though some of the young men did 
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yield to Christ and were happily saved but he seemed 
to look to the gang and made his decision with them. 
He contended that he believed in religion and some 
day expected to be saved and serve mother’s and 
sister’s God. 

As the revival progressed many yielded to Christ 
and several times the Spirit pleaded with him until 
he would weep and sit down on the seat during the 
altar call but he would not say “yes” to God. Dur- 
ing the afternoon of the closing day of the revival 
the mother asked us to have special prayer for her 
boy. This we did and was glad for the privilege of 
prayer. His sister did not return to her school Sunday 
afternoon as she.usually did but stayed for the even- 
ing service in the interest of her brother. The service 
was spiritual and pleading in nature. We watched the 
mother and daughter go to that young man and plead 
with him to come to Jesus but he stood with tears in 
his eyes, conviction on his soul and said, ‘‘Not now, 
sometime. I am young yet, I have lots of time.” 
We stepped off the platform to speak to him and said, 
‘My boy, you may be in your last door of opportu- 
nity. Come on and get right with God.” He told us 
that he was young and well and expected some day to 
be a Christian but not now. 

We closed the meeting and we shall not soon for- 
get the expression on the faces of that mother and 
sister when we dismissed that last service. They were 
one on either side of him when he walked out at the 
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door leaving them standing there. Was it his last re- 
vival? Did he, some day, as he had planned, get 
right with God? Does the fact that a man is young 
and well guarantee long life or a lease on time? My 
friend, less than ninety days after the close of that 
revival this young man was sitting in an automobile 
with one of his friends where they had gone to at- 
tend a commencement exercise and when they started 
to get out of the car this young man lifted a cigarette 
from his lips, threw up his mands, leaned forward 
and cried, ““My God;” His friend caught him, lifted 
him up but he was dead. He ran to the chapel door 
and called for a doctor. A physician came out and 
looking at the prostrate form made a hurried exami- 
nation and said, ‘‘He is dead. Heart trouble.”’ 
From conviction and tears to eternity without 
God. “Therefore be ye also ready.”” Matthew. 24:44. 


MOTHER KNEW PRAYERS WERE ANSWERED 


To those who walk and talk with the Lord He is 
an ever present help and burden bearer. 

In one of our meetings there was a very worldly 
young man who had been pointed out to us as one 
of the most needy in the community and it was said 
that his mother was a devout Christian woman and 
was much concerned for his soul. 

The meeting continued for nearly two weeks with 
results both in conviction and conversion. It being 
in the winter months a very severe snow storm came 
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and the highways were badly drifted. Well do we 
remember how we were tempted to ease up on the 
work and save ourselves a little since there were only 
two unsaved people present upon the occasion of 
which we speak, this prodigal son being one of them. 
Our first thought was to have only a prayer service 
and testimony meeting but as the time to preach drew 
near we felt strongly led to throw out the life line 
and let down the net for those wayward boys. So 
with the scant number, fourteen in all, and the ter- 
rible storm raging, we began our task and privilege 
as if there were a thousand souls in the audience. 
The Holy Spirit led the way in this service while the 
dear mothers of those needy sons were at home pre- 
vailing in prayer to God for their salvation. 

When the message was delivered and the time for 
the altar call was at hand it seemed that again we 
were at loss to know what would be the successful 
method of procedure. Just how to draw the net was 
the question but now we can plainly see how the 
Divine hand led on to certain victory. We felt im- 
pressed to plead for their souls from the platform and 
did so. We then sang, 

‘“‘Come every soul by sin oppress’d 
There’s mercy with the Lord 

And He will surely give you rest 
By trusting in His Word.” 

We had hardly closed the chorus after the first 
verse when the young man spoken of laid down his 
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song book and said to the other, “Come on, that 
means us,” and they walked out like working men 
answering the call to dinner. After prayer and song 
the men were saved and happily so for one praised 
the Lord aloud as he arose from the altar. After 
shaking hands and thanking the Lord for the victory 
over sin, we said to this young man, ‘‘We would like 
to go over and tell your mother that the prodigal has. 
returned, the lost is found.”’ He reached for his hat 
and coat and smiling through his tears said, “Yes, 
bless her heart I’ll tell her as soon as I get home.” 
He had ridden horse back four miles and as he rode 
into the yard on his return home he stopped by the 
yard gate near the back door in order to break the 
news to his mother before he cared for his horse and — 
put away the saddle but just as he stopped and 
started through the gate the door opened and mother 
stepped out on the porch and said, “I know it son, I 
know it. Praise God for answered prayer.” 

Mothers, are you praying for those prodigals? 
Did it pay this mother to pray? She had been pray- 
ing for some time, and, as is always the case the long- 
er you pray for some soul and the more interested you 
become in them the deeper your burden will be until 
the answer comes and mother knew when that boy 
was saved though he was four miles away. 
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CHAPTER XXXI 


THE BAsIs OF PRAYER 


Let us pray, is a common but serious statement 
made in every religious service throughout the length 
and breadth of the Gospel ministry. 

We hear the father of the Christian home at the 
close of the day say to his family, ‘Let us pray.” We 
hear the Class Leader as he comes before the class 
from time to time stand and read the lesson from the 
Bible, lay it on the table, lift his glasses from his 
eyes and say, ‘“‘Let us pray.” 

The pastor comes before his people Sabbath morn- 
ing and evening, walks down the aisle of the chapel 
_to the pulpit, announces the hymn, the choir bursts 
forth in song and at the conclusion the shepherd of 
the flock steps to the sacred desk, reads from the Book 
the morning lesson, then as he closes the Book he 
looks at his people and says, “Let us pray.” 

The evangelist makes an earnest plea that sinners 
may come to Christ and as they come kneeling about 
the altar of prayer every one knows what the next 
words will be as he makes his last plea and says, 
“While we sing this last verse, let the church, the 
praying people come forward,” and as the last words 
of the song die away audibly these words sound out, 
“Let us pray.” 
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Prayer is the language of want in simplest mean- 
ing. Prayer is asking something of God. As such it 
belongs to the regular order of the universe and to the 
eternal fitness of things. It is the vital employment 
of the saintly life. It is worship, always so, and 
of the highest type; and is usually measured with 
praise and thanksgiving. 


THE FIELD OF PRAYER 


The field of prayer is exceedingly large. Some, 
indeed, do not think so but the fact is unaltered 
nevertheless. The field of prayer is much wider than 
we at first may think or are able to see. It belongs 
to God and man, it takes in the whole human fam- 
ily. “I would that men pray everywhere.” 

It takes in heaven and hell, time and eternity, 
life and death, supply and demand, labor and rest, 
enjoyment and suffering, reward and punishment, 
home and neighborhood, little and big, high and low, 
the secular and the spiritual and there is a place for 
prayer in every department and relationship of life. 

Men at the head of our nation ought to pray for 
help and grace to guide the affairs of the nation. Men 
ought to pray who are placed at the head of our state 
as they endeavor to lead in the state life. Like Solo- 
mon of old, these men ought to make a choice before 
God and that choice be as his for wisdom and under- 
standing to know how to harmonize with the will of 
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God in directing the laws of the state to the best in- 
terests of the people. 

Men at the head of our schools ought to pray for 
they are shaping lives and directing the mind of the 
rising generation and once the little vessel is started 
wrong it may have a stormy sea to travel for many 
years and may never anchor where it ought on the 
shores of time. 

Fathers and mothers of our homes ought to pray 
for they are the ones who should do more to lay the 
foundation for a strong faith in God and prayer than 
any one else. As someone has said, ‘‘The hand that 
_ rocks the cradle rules the world.” 

The field of prayer is very large and may we 
pray as we ought whatever our lot in life may be. 

BASIS OF PRAYER FROM BIBLE VIEWPOINT 

The Bible has much to say on the subject of pray- 
er. Prayer should ever be taught. Its scriptural 
basis and reasonableness should be made very plain 
and its practices fully set forth. Our Lord was con- 
stant in his prayer life. Likewise the disciples, 
Paul and James, give us some brief but significant 
discourses upon the subject. Paul says, ‘Likewise 
the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered. And he that’searcheth 
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, 
(why?) because he maketh intercession for the saints 
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according to the will of God.’’ Romans 8: 26, 27. 
Note especially the fact that all must be done accord- 
ing to the will of God. Then let us remember what 
Matthew 7: 8 declares, “Every one that asketh re- 
celveth.” | 

Jude says, ‘‘Praying in the Holy Ghost.” Such 
praying always carries with it the sensibility of the 
Spirit’s help. When we pray in the Holy Ghost we 
are sure of this one thing, we are praying in the will 
of the Father and in harmony with the Word. 

John says, “But the anointing which ye have 
received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that 
any man teach you: but as the same anointing teach- 
eth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, 
and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in 
him. I John 2: 27. 

James says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” James 5: 16, Not 
the glowing fervor of a human being alone, but there 
must be a combined fervor of the two. The human 
spirit has a warmth of its own but only as the human 
is warmed by the Divine Spirit is it able to pray. 
The effectual fervent prayer is of both God and 
man and ’tis then it avails much. 


THE CALL TO PRAYER 


We with many other Bible students, evangel- 
ists, and personal workers, believe in the call to pray- 
er. At one time the call may be to general prayer, 
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and at another time special prayer. This call can be 
neither material, mechanical, nor ee it although 
it engages the human. 

A number of years ago in the city of Chicago 
two girls were together in their home resting after 
a day of work as Gospel colporteurs in the mission 
district when suddenly a burden of prayer came up- 
on them and they felt that the God who had called 
them to prayer would lead in the prayer to be made 
and answer according to his will. Soon after they 
knelt in prayer they were both praying for President 
McKinley. At first it seemed strange if not use- 
less. It is said that this was no ordinary season of 
prayer. They closed the prayer and agreed to rest 
their faith in God and say nothing to anyone concern- 
ing the incident only await the outcome. To their 
astonishment the next day the newspapers in glar- 
ing headlines brought the awful intelligence of the 
assassination of the President. This happening made 
Julia and Helen more sensitive to the call to prayer 
and led them to believe more fully that the Spirit 
knew best. 

Charles G. Finney was moved upon to pray for 
the furtherance of the Kingdom of God among men 
and this burden became so great that he was in great 
distress of mind and soul until he spent sleepless 
nights, days of unrest, and hours of earnest prayer to 
God that the work might move forward with a soul 
Saving program in the church. He asked God to pro- 
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vide for Himself men and means to accomplish that 
end. It was soon after this that Mr. Finney de- 
livered his series of lectures on revivals. Who can 
tell but what God called him to prayer for this spirit- 
ual awakening that Mr. Finney himself might be 
better able to do the very work he had been praying 
for. 

Many of us can recall similar instances when 
we felt strangely moved to pray for some one or 
for the cause of the Kingdom of Christ. We know 
a woman who was led to pray for her son and it 
was an evening when she had planned to stay at home 
in order that she might rest because she was not well 
but instead of sleeping as she had planned to do she 
spent the time in prayer until the burden was lifted. 
That night her boy was saved. 

Prayer changes things. Keep on praying and 
answer every call to prayer that God gives you and 
all will be well. 


A PRAYING BLACKSMITH 


A story related by Charles G. Finney illustrates 
the call to prayer in a very forceful manner, and 
shows the power of a prayer of faith. In a Christian 
town there had been no revival services for many 
years and the spiritual element of the church had 
lost the power and zeal for God and righteousness. 
The youth of the town were all unconverted and 
spiritual desolation reigned unbroken. There lived 
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in this town an aged man, a blacksmith by trade. 
He was so stammering in his speech that it was pain- 
ful to hear him speak but he was a true worshiper 
and a regular attendant to all the means of grace. 
One Friday afternoon while at work in his shop his 
mind became greatly stirred about the spiritual con- 
dition of the church and for the unsaved round about 
him. His mind and soul became so agitated that he 
put aside his work, closed the shop doors and went 
to prayer. He prevailed in prayer that afternoon and 
on the Lord’s Day called on his pastor and talked 
freely concerning those things which had stirred him 
most. He desired the pastor to call a meeting of the 
church members to see if they could not interest 
others in the matter and plan for a revival. After 
some hesitation the pastor decided to do so, observing 
however that he feared it would be of no avail. He 
appointed the time for a council meeting. The same 
evening after church service a large crowd remained 
and gathered at a spacious private home to hear 
what the plans were and what would be said concern- 
ing a revival. After a few remarks, some of which 
were made by the blacksmith, a solemn sense of the 
presence of God seemed to pervade the assembly. 
A sense of feeling too deep for utterance gripped 
many hearts both of the church and of the unsaved. 
All was silence for a time after the old gentleman 
had taken his seat then the silence was broken by 
a sinner who cried out saying, “If there is any one 
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here that can pray, pray for me,” and he knelt where 
he was. Another followed, and still another, and 
thus the revival began. It was found that people 
from all parts of town were under conviction. A 
great soul saving time followed and the remarkable 
feature was that almost all those that were converted 
confessed they first felt convicted the same after- 
noon the old blacksmith prayed. When God calls 
us to prayer let us pray. 


PRAYING MINISTERS 


The minister is commissioned to pray as well as 
preach. Ministers are human folk and as such are 
exposed to common temptations of life just as other 
men and are often overcome and hindered by the drift 
of strong human currents. 

Praying is spiritual work. Human nature does 
not like to undertake spiritual work and we often 
have to bring ourselves into line through no small 
effort and sometimes it is a battle. Human nature 
would rather drift with the tide or hope in some 
miraculous way to sail into heaven, blown by a 
breeze especially favorable on a sea calm and placid. 

Prayer is humbling work. It abases pride, cruci- 
fies vain glory, causes us to confess our spiritual com- 
placency, to confess our guilt and sin, and finally to 
take Christ as our all in all. These things are hard 
for humanity to bear. It is easier not to pray than to 
be humble and sacrifice selfish desires. It is hard to 
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surrender all and lean upon Christ and the promises 
of God as given in His Word. You may, as a rule, get 
a fair estimate of the time a minister spends in prayer 
by the value he places upon prayer and the prayer 
life. To men who think praying is their main busi- 
ness, and devote time to prayer according to this es- 
timate of its importance, to these men, God commits 
the keeping of His kingdom work and through them 
He works spiritual wonders in a material world. Con- 
stant continuous praying, praying in the Spirit is the 
sign and seal of God’s great leaders, and He will 
crown their labors with success. 

Brethren, a minister’s highest calling is not only 
to preach the Gospel, but it is to live the Gospel in 
his life as well, and his highest mission ought to be 
to save souls and teach them to pray. We ought to 
gather the people into close relationship with Christ 
in the school of prayer. But before the minister can 
be a teacher in this school of prayer, he must be a 
scholar in the closet of prayer before the great 
Teacher, Christ. We may do well to come to the Lord 
as the disciples did when they came to Him and asked 
of Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

A minister may be very thoughtful without pray- 
er, he may even secure fame and popularity without 
prayer. The entire mechanical side of a minister’s 
life may be run without the aid of prayer and he may 
come to his task as mechanical as a door on its hinges. 
The superficial results of many a minister, the half- 
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heartedness of some, and the inertia of others, is to be 
found in the lack of prayer life. God’s true minis- 
ters have been distinguished by this one great feature 
—they were men of prayer. They may have differed 
in many respects, they may have had different 
methods of accomplishing the work and starting from 
different angles they arrived at the result by different 
roads, but when it came to the subject of prayer they 
were one. To the giants of Israel in days past God 
was the center of attraction and prayer was to them 
the only path that led to God. These men prayed, 
not occasionally or at odd times, but they were the 
Bible type—without ceasing. They so prayed that 
it shaped their own lives for better and bigger service 
and affected in a forcible way the lives of those 
around them. They so prayed and prevailed in pray- 
er until they made the history of the church an in- 
fluence for all time to come. The men who have stir- 
red the world with the spirit of soul winning and suc- 
cessful evangelism have spent much time in prayer. 
While many private prayers, because of conditions, 
must be short, public prayers ought to be short. 
When we say that private prayers because of con- 
ditions must be short, we mean prayers at the bed 
side or the private morning prayer just before break- 
fast. Prayers at the family altar may be short and 
definite especially if each member of the family is to 
participate. Let us here say in harmony with the 
thoughts of all great men noted for prayer in times 
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past that time is essential to prayer, when in com- 
munion with God. Much time spent with God is the 
secret of all successful praying. As a rule our short 
prayers owe their apparent efficiency to the long sea- 
sons of prayer that preceded them. 

Mr. MacGregor once said while treating the sub- 
ject of prayer, “I would rather train twenty men to 
pray than a thousand men to preach.” 


As ministers of the gospel we should first of all 
know how to pray. Rev. E. E. Plumley once said 
when speaking of the success or rather the lack of 
success In a minister’s life, “How can he succeed when 
he knows not of the success of a constant prayer 
life? His family does not know what a family altar 
is, at least not since we have been in the home.” 
The men who have nearest illustrated Christ in their 
character, and have in a potent manner affected the 
world for Him, have been men who spent much time 
with God in prevailing prayer—until it became a 
notable feature in their lives . 

Charles Simeon devoted the hours from four un- 
til eight o’clock in the morning to God as a prepara- 
tion for the day’s service in the cause for righteous- 
ness. No wonder he moved men for Christ. 

Mr. Wesley spent two hours in prayer daily. He 
began his prayer period at four o’clock in the morn- 
ing. It has been said by one who knew him well that, 
“He thought prayer to be the greatest thing in the 
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world. It became his business more than anything 
else.” 

John Fletcher stained the walls of his room by his 
breath while in prayer. Sometimes the entire night 
was spent in prayer to God for the sinners about him. 

A prayerful minister is the only minister that 
brings the preacher into sympathy with the people 
and it is without doubt his best method to make a 
spiritual impression on the minds of sinners. 

A prayerful minister is the only minister quali- 
fied for the highest calling and the office of a minis- 
ter’s life. Preaching cannot make a preacher, college 
learning cannot make a preacher, neither can books 
or theology. His ministry is not projected on world- 
ly or surface principles. The apostle’s commission to 
preach the Gospel was a blank so far as efficiency was 
concerned until they were filled with the Holy Ghost 
at Pentecost and this came by praying and waiting 
before the Lord. Much prayer and communion with 
God will make men successful as ministers and as 
soul winners. 


THE PRAYING CHRIST 


And He withdrew himself into the wilderness and 
prayed. Luke 5:16. 

And it came to pass as he was praying in a certain 
place that when he ceased one of his disciples said 
unto him, “Lord teach us to pray as john taught 
his disciples.” Our Lord was a Lord of prayer and if 
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he needed to pray to God, his Father we need to pray 
to the same God, our Father through Christ. And, 
if this is what made Christ strong and foremost how 
are we to be strong without it? 

In the prayer uttered by Christ for his disciples 
as recorded in John the seventeenth chapter we find 
the same spirit of intercession as is found iater in his 
followers among which were Jude, Paul, Luke, and 
many of the giants in prayer of later years. Christ 
lived a prayerful life and all who follow Him in a con- 
secrated life will live the prayerful life. In re- 
membering His followers and disciples to the Father, 
in his prayer he says, “‘I pray for them: I pray not for 
the world, but for them which thou hast given me; 
for they are thine.” John 17: 9, and again in the 
fifteenth verse of the same chapter, “I pray not that 
thou shouldst take them out of the world, but that 
thou shouldst keep them from the evil.” Not alone 
did He live the prayer life but as our Teacher He 
taught us to pray and for our encouragement he says, 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” 
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CHAPTER XXXII 


WuatT WILL You Do WITH CHRIST 


What shall I do then with Jesus which is called 
Christ? Matthew 27: 22. 

This is one of the most important questions that 
any man can consider. It is of sufficient value to de- 
mand the attention of every sane-minded person that 
hears the question asked. 


WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH CHRIST 

What is it that determines what we do with 
Christ? This question with many others will naturally 
arise in the minds of all who hear the gospel message. 
What will determine our decision with reference 
to his teaching? 

What will be the gain if we decide for Him? 

Men, these are days of questioning the Bible, a 
time of arguing with God, about the creation of man, 
the fall of Adam, the redemption through Jesus 
Christ and we would too often rather take the free 
thinker’s side of the question. 

Evolution’s idea of producing man. 

The Christian Scientist’s conception of sin in the 
world. | 

Modern theology’s teaching relative to salvation 
and a preparation to meet God. 
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Regardless of the great outstanding theories of 
man’s conception of the Christ, I am going to preach 
my honest convictions and stand by the Bible as the 
Word of God. And the “Thus saith the Lord”’ will 
have first place in my mind on any and all subjects 
treated in the Word. 

Let me say here that I believe lasting and eternal 
results will follow our attitude and decision on this 
important question whatever may be our conclusion. 
I tell you it is time we are junking many of these 
human ideas and man made theories—Darwin’s theo- 
ry of evolution (Monkey man?), Christian Science 
(Man incapable of sin.), Spiritualism, Russellism, 
Theosophy, Mormonism, Modern Theology,—and 
take a firm hold on the Bible, the Word of God; ac- 
cepting its fundamental teachings that Jesus Christ is 
the son of God, and as such He is our Savior and only 
hope of eternal life. Such was the conception of its 
truths adhered to by our Pilgrim Fathers. 

The Bible from Genesis to Revelation recognizes 
man as a sinner and Christ as his Redeemer. I Tim. 
1: 15 declares, ‘‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.” The prophet Isaiah speaks 
thus, “‘All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.”’ Isaiah 53: 6. Our 
being freed from condemnation in this life depends 
upon what we do with Christ. Harken to John the 
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Beloved, “He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” John 3: 18. 

This question, “What will you do with Christ?” 
is just as important to the world today as it was in 
Pilate’s time. Christ had come to his own but his own 
had received him not and as we read the pages of 
history we see the sad and disastrous results of the 
Jews decision regarding Christ. They are what they 
are and where they are as a nation because they did 
the wrong thing with the Christ. They cried for his 
life to be taken: they shouted to the authorities 
away with him, away with him, crucify him,” and the 
climax of the angry spirit of the throng was reached 
when they cried out, “His blood be on us and on 
our children.” There is just as much depending upon 
our decision today as did upon that day when our 
Lord in reality stood before the vast throng of 
pleasure seeking, truth hating, God rejecting sinners 
of Jerusalem. Christ taught them that all earthly 
kingdoms and temples made with hands would de- 
cay and be torn down but. that his kingdom was di- 
vine and eternal, a spiritual kingdom, established in 
the heart life of his people. ! 

Over the triplet door of a Milan cathedral ses 
inscriptions are written. Over the first — door are 
these words: ihe ee 

All that troubles is but for a moment. 
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The intention of the message is to cheer the 
troubled mind that may chance to come that way. 
Over the second door is this expressed thought: 

All that pleases is but for a moment. 

This message is to warn all who are contented 
and satisfied with the perishable things of earth, for 
they will not always last. The third inscription reads: 

Only that is important which is eternal. 

Now my friend since Christ and His way is the only 
way to obtain eternal life in this world or in the world 
to come it is indeed important that we do the right 
thing with Jesus Christ and His teaching. Are we to- 
day willing to cry with Jerusalem sinners, “Away 
with Him, give us Barabbas.”’ Do we desire to open 
_ the prison doors, turn out the law-breaker, the crimi- 
nal, the disturber of peace, the highwayman? 


WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH CHRIST? 


You tell me what a man does with Christ and I 
will tell you what God will do with that man at the 
judgment. 

One time I was making an altar call and a widow- 
lady who had undergone a great deal of trouble and 
sorrow stood back in the audience thinking of the 
hardships.of life but she decided to become acquainted 
with this friend Jesus. It was a momentous decis- 
ion for she had no sooner reached the altar and 
kneeled down than her fourteen year old son who 
had stood by her side knelt also. A daughter, who 
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for the past year had been teaching school and help- 
ing to support the home was standing farther back 
in the audience by a gentleman friend and she too, 
came crying and knelt beside her mother. It was 
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a beautiful scene and a spirit of intense interest 
gripped the hearts of those who knew. Even the 
unsaved were made to weep. Before the revival — 
closed the mother was instrumental in leading her 
other two boys, now young men, to an altar of prayer 
and the little family were all rejoicing in the new 
found joys of the Christian life, all because she 
stepped out and did the right thing with Christ. 


ACCEPTED OR REJECTED BEFORE GOD 


If we accept Jesus Christ, God will accept us but 
if we reject him and his teaching, God will reject us. 
Our acceptance by God does not depend upon the 
lives we have lived in the past nor upon our character 
or any religious ceremony we may perform but what 
we do with Jesus Christ. 


HOW MAY WE BECOME SONS OF GOD 


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: It is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast. ‘Ephesians 
Laie 

The law came by Moses but grace and truth came 

by Jesus Christ. 
: There are many ways, so called, for.men to es- 
cape the wrath of God pronounced upon sinners, and 
to prepare to meet the judgment, or take away the 
guilt of sin and condemnation. What saith the Bible 
concerning works of self- righteousness? “There is 
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a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 14: 12. 
Your good works will be as filthy rags in that day 
when the hearts of men shall be tried unless you 
shall have done the right thing with Christ. 

Listen men! have you been honest with your 
home and your neighbors? You may have been honest 
with your family in providing for them the temporal 
needs of life and you may be called successful yes, 
you may have the respect of the home folk and neigh- 
bors, and rightly so but have you been honest with 
their spiritual needs? Have you tried as hard to sup- 
ply the spiritual needs as you have the temporal 
needs? 

In one of our meetings in the state of Kansas 
a man came to me and said, ‘‘Well Brother Rutledge, 
you have helped me to be a better man and live 
a better life.” 

I said to him, “That is fine. When did you sur- 
render your life to Christ? 

“OQ,” said he, “I haven’t done that yet.” 

I began with all earnestness to show the man 
that while he had accomplished some things worth 
while yet he had not taken the necessary steps to 
become a child of God. He informed me that he had 
quit smoking, going to dances, playing cards and 
swearing and of course I had to admit that this was 
better than some church members had done for we 
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both knew some who continued doing those very 
things. 

A few nights later we preached on the subject 
“The Prodigal” and the Holy Spirit helped him to 
see that he had never come to a decision for Christ, 
confessed his sins to God or asked forgiveness for 
wasted time. Before we began the call for the al- 
tar service we felt the Spirit had sent the message 
home to his heart. While the altar call was being 
extended he came, showing deep emotion, nor did he 
stop at the altar but stepped over the railing to the 
platform where we were standing and throwing both 
arms around me cried out, “This is the first time 
I ever started to seek the Lord and I am forty-two 
years old; pray for me and my family,” and as we 
looked over his shoulder his wife and two children 
were coming down the aisle to the altar and togeth- 
er they repented of their sins and became sons and 
daughters of the spiritual kingdom. 


OUR HAVING PEACE DEPENDS UPON WHAT WE 
DO WITH CHRIST 


“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.’”’ Romans 
ps yal 

You cannot get peace by any other method than 
by doing the right thing with Jesus Christ. Not 
even much prayer and penance, or weeping because 
of your condition will avail unless you are willing 
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to accept the redemption offered through Jesus and 
obey the ‘Thus saith the Lord” of the gospel. But 
the most sin-burdened and tempted soul can _ find 
peace by simple faith in Christ and a surrender to 
the Savior’s claims on his life. 

No one will ever find peace in the paths that some 
people of today are traveling for this world is no 
friend to grace to help us unto God neither can we 
expect the association of evil and wrong to spirit- 
ualize the soul and bring peace and harmony to our 
lives. 

While preaching in a certain Michigan town a 
man came to me and said, “Will you come to my place 
to-morrow afternoon at a quarter past five o’clock? 

“Yes,” said I, ““Where do you live?” 

He gave me the name of the street and number of 
the house and walked away. We made inquiry con- 
cerning the man and learned that he had been very 
worldly in the past. He had been a drinking man 
and it had been hard to deal with him in business 
affairs. Always could he find plenty of fault with 
the church and religion. His wife however was a 
good Christian woman and his fourteen year old 
daughter seemed to be following her mother’s way of 
living. When the wife would have prayer in the 
home he would leave, slamming the door behind him 
to demonstrate his disapproval of family prayer. 
The next day we followed our scheduled program but 
now and then our mind was turned to the date for 
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the afternoon. It seemed to have a drawing interest 
on our soul and caused us to be burdened with a spir- 
it of prayer. 

At the time appointed we drove to the place, 
stepped from the car and started up the steps to the 
door. The door opened and there stood the man. 
He said, ‘“‘Come in, Brother Rutledge, for I need you 
and I need the Lord,” and it was plain to see that 
the Holy Spirit had been dealing with him. After a 
short conversation, he asking questions and we try- 
ing to answer them in a way that would prove help- 
ful, he said as he started to kneel down, ‘“‘Pray for 
me. I am ready to give up everything for Christ and 
peace. I have lived an awful life.”” The wife and the 
daughter who had been waiting in an adjoining room 
came in, knelt down, and joined in the prayer ser- — 
vice. In the revival service that evening he took a 
public stand for Christ, every evidence indicating 
that he had found peace with God. The next morn- 
ing when time for him to go to work his wife brought 
him his coat and hat to help him get started to his 
appointment, intending to have prayer with the 
daughter after he was gone for this had been their 
custom for some time past. But the program changes 
now. He laid his hat on the library table, hung up 
his coat and said, “Where is the Bible?” It was 
handed to him. They all sat down and he said, 
“Let me read and pray this morning.” His wife told 
of this incident at the afternoon prayer service and 
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said, ‘‘Papa can’t read very well; his prayer was 
short and stammering, but it sounded mighty good to 
daughter and I.” Friends, if you seek for peace in 
the right field you are sure to find it. 

Men have tried in a thousand ways to find peace 
and satisfaction in their lives. Some love social life 
and have won many friends, but this fails. Some 
who are lovers of prosperity have added to their broad 
acres and bank accounts but this too, fails to bring 
peace and quiet to the soul. Some who are lovers of 
travel and nature have gone to the north, south, 
east, and west; did extensive traveling at home and 
abroad and yet fail entirely to find relief from the 
storm of sin and temptation, or quiet the uprising 
of an evil nature and bring rest to a tempest-tossed 
soul. But many have come down to the close of life 
who have tried these and many other methods of se- 
curing peace and have confessed their utter failure 
and disappointment. But the soul that comes to 
Christ in faith, and accepts the gospel invitation, will 
never be disappointed. 

May we who are of the household of faith stay 
by the gospel of Christ and the kingdom of Peace 
until the sinner forsakes his sin, comes to Christ and 
there seeks and finds peace. ‘‘Acquaint now thyself 
with him, and be at peace: Thereby good shall come 
unto thee.” Job 22: 21. Having become acquainted 
with the Lord and while experiencing the peace in 
our souls, let us be careful that our lives are kept 
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in harmony with the Divine and that our steps are 
ordered of the Lord. 

“Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace.” Romans 14: 19. 

Our having joy depends upon what we do with 
Christ. 

Our true joy in life does not depend upon our 
circumstances in life as some may suppose. Money, 
fine homes, fine clothes, and broad acres have all 
failed in bringing true joy to the life. But, true joy 
may be had, by having faith in the Master, and by 
doing the right thing with Christ. 

There is in the state of Idaho a very wealthy 
man who owns one of the large sugar factories of 
the West. He has given one-tenth of his income to 
the cause of the Gospel and has built several Gos- 
pel chapels in the western cities. We have preached in 
the one located at Nampa, Idaho, and heard this 
man give this testimony: ‘‘Some people would see me 
come in and they would say ‘There is that wealthy 
man; he ought to have joy in life.’ ”’ Then he said: 

“It is not money that brings the greatest joy to 
my life, but it is because I have been doing the right 
thing with Christ and his claims upon my life and 
money, and the real joy of living is in living for Christ 
and his cause.” 

Let me say here that if you professors of grace 
would separate yourselves from the world, line up 
for Christ, do the right thing with him in your own 
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lives and make the proper disposal of your money, you 
too would know more of the joys of the Lord. There 
are too many professors of religion that have turned 
to the world for pleasure rather than to Christ and 
the church but the joys of life are to be enlarged 
and will become greater by a constant association 
with the Divine through the means of grace. 

Our obtaining eternal life depends on what we do 
with Christ. 

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 
sia O: 

There are too many people who expect to go to 
heaven after death on the plea that they did the 
best they could; but the best anyone can do to pre- 
pare to meet God without Christ will come far short 
of atoning for sin. 

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life; and they are they which testify of 
me.” John 5: 39. 

Some men assume that they will receive eternal 
life by being clean morally, by honest living, -attend- 
ing church on special occasions as Children’s Day, 
Easter Sunday, and Christmas or by contributing to 
the minister’s salary and charitable purposes; but 
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man but 
the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 
14: 12. 
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Eternal life can be had nowhere else only through 
acceptance of the atonement of Jesus Christ and 
his Gospel and God’s offer to sinful men. When the 
Shepherd of your soul calls to you, it is your busi- 
ness to answer that call. 

“And I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand.” John 10: 28. 

The wonders of grace are here set forth in the 
gospel invitation when it says “Whosoever will.” 
Christ’s gospel is a ““‘Whosoever”’ gospel. 

The lowest bum of human kind that will come to 
Jesus Christ, repent, and turn away from sin, and 
believe in Jesus Christ shall have eternal life. God 
said so. 

The best moral man that dares to reject Christ 
and shut the door of his heart against him, will be 
rejected and shut away from eternal life. God said 
SO. 

The moral man of earth will be rejected at the 
judgment because he rejected offered mercy in this 
life while the vilest sinner will be received at the judg- 
ment because he received Christ and offered mercy. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 


THE Fruit BEARING CHURCH 


Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. John 15: 8. 

This subject “Fruit Bearing” ought to be of vital 
interest to every Christian for it is the individual 
life and conduct that makes the church barren or 
fruitful. 

He that is not with me is against me; and he 
that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. Matt. 
i Brags Gk 

There are two great powers that control and 
dominate the lives of men and women; the power 
of sin and the power of righteousness. Two vine- 
yards for man to live and labor in, two growing crops 
and two coming harvests and each harvest will bear 
fruit of its kind. 

At this point the question will naturally arise, how 
are we going to know in which of these two fields a 
man is living and working? What isasafe plan to go 
by? The Bible says “Judge not.” 

But the Bible will be the book to shed light that 
will best enable us to see clearly and understand this 
subject. Now the Bible says, ‘Search the scriptures; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me. John 5: 39. 
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In further search of the scriptures on this sub- 
ject we find them very clear and definite concerning 
fruit bearing and what constitutes a fruit bearing 
Christian or church for, ‘Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the-kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven.” Matthew 7: 21. 

Let us continue to answer this question of how 
are we going to know if a man is in the Lord’s vine- 
yard or in the vineyard of the world. How are we 
going to know if he is bearing fruit for the church 
or for the world? We are often confronted with this 
passage of scripture, ““Man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 

Now after we have given place and consideration 
for man’s imperfections and human weaknesses, we 
must still grant a place for the kingdom of Christ and 
the power of grace which is not only a part but the 
main thing that makes Christians different than 
others in the world who are without these means of 
grace in their lives. 

We are to be Christ’s witnesses here in the world. 
Witnesses of his power to change lives, witnesses of 


his converting power, witnesses of his keeping and 
sustaining power. This being true there must be some 
outward marks of the fruits of a Christian life or the 
world could never see Christ in our lives. The Apos- 
tle Paul is very definite and plain in his statement 
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concerning the change in the life of one who comes 
to Christ and enters the Christian life. 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: (or creation) old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.” II cor. 5: 17. 

Many of us have seen this scripture fulfilled, 
tested, and proven in the lives of those who have ac- 
cepted the mercy of the Gospel. Old things passed 
away; the drunkard drank no more, the gambler 
gambled no more, the liar told the truth ever after, 
the community gossipers had something better to 
talk about, the quarrelsome fuss raiser became a 
peace maker, the dishonest became honest, the im- 
moral became moral, the church knocker became a 
church booster; in fact, since his new creation in 
the spiritual kingdom he loves the things of God’s 
cause and kingdom. 

It is not a question of doing enough good to off- 
set the evil we do, but, are we the kind of men and 
women God and the church wants us to be as His 
representatives. The church is the Lord’s vineyard 
and God is carrying on His work through the church 
and her professed followers, and the question can- 
not be answered any plainer or upon a more scrip- 
tural basis than to say it in the language of this scrip- 
ture, “By their fruit ye shall know them.” 


FRUITS OF THE FRUIT-BEARING CHURCH 


“A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit; neith- 
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er can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” As we 
stated it is not a question of doing enough good to 
out weigh the evil in our lives and thus balance the 
scales in our favor but the question is this, ““Are we 
the kind of a tree God wants?” If the tree is all 
right the fruit will be all right. Is my life the kind 
of a life the Lord wants in His vineyard? 

The world is made of individuals, so is the 
church, and as our individuals live so will the life of 
the church be, we will bear fruit. There is an in- 
fluence going out from every life that will mean fruit- 
age to someone else in life’s pathway. 

Can you tell me why we hear the cry for preachers 
everywhere? Preachers not chicken eaters and seat 
warmers. Preachers with a living message to living 
men, delivering it as a dying man to dying men. Why 
are there so many pulpits empty? Some are empty 
that have a pair of number tens walking around in 
them. Why are some of our evangelists dated a year 
or two years ahead while some are casting about 
for a job, saying, ‘“They don’t want to hear the Gos- 
pel anymore.” Yes they do, brother, the world will 
listen to a commonsense, spirit-filled message but it 
is getting tired of star boarders. The difference in 
these two classes of men is, one is. bearing fruit 
while the other is barren and unfruitful, and the an- 
swer is in the one word Revivals. The unfruitful min- 
ister had no revivals. If a minister cannot produce 
a preparatory spirit for revivals and if an evangelist 


(254) 


cannot produce a revival spirit when he comes the 
public does not want either of them. And, if the 
members of the church do not line up with prayerful 
lives and faithful living and if the world cannot see 
the difference between the Christian and the sinners 
there is no fruit there. It is the fruit to be seen that 
makes the church attractive to the unsaved. 

When the ministry and the church want.a revi- 
val they will live for it, they will pray for it, they 
will pay for it not in money alone but in time and 
service. All fruit bearing men and women of the 
past have had a revival spirit and all fruit bearing 
churches have possessed a missionary spirit. 

_ The early church was born in the spirit of prayer 
and revival on the day of pentecost and in spite of 
the disadvantages of a beginning program and the 
criticism of her enemies she grew by leaps and bounds 
under the revival spirit and preaching of the disciples. 
Let us here mention some of the outstanding fruits of 
a fruit bearing Christian or church. 


INCREASED LOVE FOR CHRIST AND HIS CAUSE 


All fruit bearing Christians and churches will 
have an ever increasing love for Christ and His cause. 
Do you love Christ better now than when you found 
Him? Do you love the church better than when you 
become a part of it? Are you willing to suffer now 
if needs be and reign with Him on high? A real Chris- 
tian will do things for Jesus’ sake that he would not 
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do for any other cause in the world because of his 
love for Christ, and the longer you live for Christ 
and serve Him the better you will love Him and His 
cause. Many can testify today that it is much harder 
to give up a child from the family circle when it is 
six years old than when it is six days old because 
of the association and the fact that the mother has 
labored for and served and supplied the need of the 
child consequently her love has been growing and in 
return its affection for the mother is shown. So with 
the child of God. We love the church better than 
when we first joined. We love Christ better than 
when we found Him and we love God better now 
for we use to think of Him as a God but now it is 
as our Father and the Father of our Lord Jesus 
‘Christ. 


A FORGIVING SPIRIT 


Among the fruits of a fruit bearing church we will 
find this Christ-like fruitage, a forgiving spirit. This 
is one of the precious fruits in the orchard of Chris- 
tian graces. Jesus taught in His Word how that as 
he forgave us we ought also to forgive each other 
and nowhere else in the world have we a right to ex- 
pect this spirit of forgiveness as we do in tke church 
of Christ and His professed followers. We have 
gone places to hold revival services and someone 
would say to us, ‘‘We trust that this meeting will 
clear away some of the difficulties in the church. 
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You know Mrs. A. and Mrs. B. do not speak to each 
other and the only way you can get them to work 
is to put them on separate committees, one at the 
head of each committee, and then everybody boost 
forthem. Mrs. A. says Mrs. B. is to blame and Mrs. 
Bb. says Mrs. A. is to blame.” Listen! We say they 
are voth to blame and there isn’t an ounce ot Chris- 
tianity in either of them. Shame on such church 
members. If we are going to hold grudges against our 
neighbors for some little short-coming in their lives 
what could Christ do to us for the way we have 
treated Him? | 
We went with a man the next day after he had 
been saved to straighten up past deeds and ask for- 
giveness of one of his neighbors because he felt that 
those things did not belong to the Christian life and 
he wanted them out of the way. We found the 
neighbor out in the field, he was an unsaved man, 
and when we came up to him and explained our busi- 
ness he listened to us very kindly then the new con- 
vert stepped up to him and reaching out his hand 
said, “I started to serve the Lord last night and I 
don’t know much about it but I am going to do my 
best and I want your forgiveness and will do what- 
ever is right to clear things up.” But the unsaved man 
made no request only stepped toward his former 
enemy and said that he could hold no grudge nor 
make any claims on a man that came square like that. 
The two men clasped hands and renewed friendship 
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and forgave the past and in this attitude we bowed 
our heads in prayer asking God’s blessing and help. 
This act on the part of these two men was assuming 
a real Christ like spirit toward one another. 

We can give this sermon real merit in no better 
way than to quote from the teaching of the Christ 
of our salvation. 

“But if you forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
Matthew 6: 15. 

“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you.” Ephesians 4: 32. Read the whole 
account of the unforgiving servant, Matthew 18: 23- 
25. If the spirit of Christ be in the heart of an indi- 
vidual, that person will have a forgiving spirit. Ii 
Christ be in the church having His way there will 
be the fruits of forgiveness there. 


CARRYING THE CROSS WHEN: IT IS HEAVY 


One of the important things in a church is its cross 
life. Do we have a cross life? Christ did and he 
taught us that we would have. One of the outstand- 
ing features of the Christian life is that God’s peo- 
ple of all ages have carried the cross of Christianity 
so nobly, bravely, and willingly and it has made 
others want to help carry the cross as they see the. 
fruit of a cross-bearing life for Jesus’ sake. And 
when it comes from the heart it comes easy and be- 
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comes a joy instead of a burdensome duty. A cheer- 
ful Christian in the work for Christ is always a fruit 
bearing Christian. The church that goes about her 
task in the spirit of the Master will bear fruit for 
Christ and His cause. Mr. Bonney of Hillsdale, 
Michigan, says that the outstanding attraction that 
created in him a desire for Christ and His cause was 
the happy, cheerful, free-hearted way that the class 
leader, Brother George Mason went about in the 
Christian life and always came to his task rejoicing. 
If you count it a privilege to carry the cross for 
Christ you will carry it in such a way that every one 
can tell that you enjoy what you are doing and that 
you are doing it for Jesus’ sake. 


WINNING SOULS FOR CHRIST 


This is the real mission of the church; to win souls 
for Christ. All else in the program of the church 
is a means to an end that men and women might be 
saved. Bishop F. L. Hoskins says that to him one 
of the greatest proofs of a man’s call to the ministry 
is the fact that he is leading souls to Christ. This 
after all is the foundation of a fruit bearing church. 
What if we build large churches and fill them with 
church machinery, gather large crowds together in 
a contesting Sunday school, have a monthly church 
night and a social entertainment with new faces at 
every one of them, what of it men, if we fail to lead 
them to Christ and His saving power? We have then 


(259) 


and there failed in the real mission of the church. : 
To us the greatest joy of the Christian life is in 
winning others for Christ and His cause. Are we as 
Christians and as churches striving to save the peo- 
ple from sin or are we just entertaining them with 
a religious program? The mission of the church is 
not to entertain people but to save them for Christ 
and the church. The fruits of a fruit-bearing church 
are not alone found in gathering together large crowds 
by prize contests or social functions, these however 
are valuable in their places, but the real fruit of a 
fruit-bearing church is that of saving and building 
souls for Christ and His cause. - 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 


TO-DAY 


“To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not aes 
Rparts.? Hebrews 4:7. | 

_ There are many great days in national life, in 
state life and individual life. In national life we com- 
memorate days of battle, days of victory, Memorial 
day, July Fourth, and November Eleventh. These 
are some of the days that are great to us as a nation 
because of the memorable circumstances associated 
with them. 

There are great days in individual lives; birth- 
days, commencement days, wedding days, battle days, 
days of escape, of recovery, and crisis days. But the 
greatest day in the life of any one is the day of salva- 
tion, the day when you surrender your life to Christ 
and the Gospel, the day when you find peace with 
your Lord. Some of those who are saved can name 
their day of salvation as Finney and Spurgeon. It 
is said that they could name the time and place where 
they found the Lord. 

_ Then, there are those alive today who are frank 
to say that the Spirit has departed and not returned, 
and if it does not call again or draw upon the depths 
of the soul, they are lost for their day of salvation is 
past. | 
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THERE IS A DAY OF SALVATION FOR EVERY ONE 


“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Isa. 53: 6. 

Notice the first word and the last word in this 
text. After the prophet declares all have gone astray 
he then declares that through Christ all may be saved. 

God has manifested His salvation through Christ 
and is calling to earth’s multitude of sin burdened 
hearts to come and receive the offered salvation. 
“The mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and 
called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the 
going down thereof.” Psalms 50: 1. 

Turning to the New Testament for further proof 
of the above statement that the Lord calls and the day 
of salvation comes to every soul, we read, ‘‘For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men.” Titus 2: 11. 

We are convinced beyond doubt that there is 
such a day as salvation day and according to the 
Bible, to-day is the day. To-day if you hear his voice 
harden not your hearts. Every life is mapped out on 
God’s records. Birth, graduation, employment, the 
day you rejected Christ, the day you received Him 
and he knows how many times he has tried to claim 
his rightful place and receive recognition in your 
heart and life. To-day is the Bible day of salvation 
and the cry of warning comes to all. ‘Today if ye 


(262) 


will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THAT DAY 


The issue of that day is important and the day is 
rapidly passing on. The importance of a day is usu- 
ally determined by the issue being decided. The sal- 
vation of a soul is more important than all else which 
may be compared thereto. ‘For what shall it profit 
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?” Mark 8: 36. When the day of oppor- 
tunity comes to seek the salvation of your soul and 
you feel the drawing of the Spirit and are convicted 
of sin and the enemy of your soul tempts you to say, 
“Not now, not today, but some other time,” let us 
think just a little about time. When we say some 
other time, what is time? When we think of a day 
we think of time. A week, a month, a year, is to us 
time with a passing thought, but when we think of 
time in eternity we are made to cry out, “How long, 
O how long?” If a soul rejects the day of salvation 
and that day never comes again, eternity’s night 
with its duration is ahead of you. The salvation 
of a soul means its destiny during eternity. All de- 
pends on the issue and decision of that day of salva- 
tion that comes to you. 


WE MAY KNOW THE DAY OF SALVATION 


Any one who is a sinner may know when the day 
of salvation is at hand. 
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When your mind is drawn with interest to think 
upon your life with regard to God and the Gospel 
claims. 

“When you begin to feel that your own sins are 
against a loving God, as well as yourself and others. 

- When down deep in your heart there is a desire 
to live a different life toward God and His Maret 
and before your fellow men. : 





~ 


MR. ANR MRS. JOHN CARNAHAN, AUBURN, INDIANA : 


This man was not converted in the Rutledge revival but as a result of 
the meeting. A few days after the meeting he surrendered 
‘'.- to the Christian life and is one of the strong: church 
workers in that community. at this time. 
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| Byihen you realize the nearness of the Spirit of the | 

Lord and your affections are warm and. tender toward 
the cause of righteousness. © oh ea 

‘Be ye assured that your day Ot Enlcaton is at 
hand. aay if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.” | | : 

When others seem birdeted: and deeply interested 
in behalf of your soul’s eternal welfare it is only 
proof that the Lord has not only sent His spirit to 
convict you, but has enlisted other agencies to aid 
you in a surrender to the call of the Spirit in the day 
of your salvation. 


THE DAY OF SALVATION ENDS 


ic: Wake is the ay of salvation. it is not forever. 
- The longest day has an end. ~The days of the phoph- 


| ets came to an end when Jesus came and the prophecy 
~~ was fulfilled in the birth, life, death and resurrection 


of our Lord. The day of ‘salvation ended for the 
Jews. as.a nation for the time at least when Jesus 
came unto. his. own and his. own received him not. 
And because they rejected the Gospel, He turned 
to the Gentiles. “If ye will hhear his voice, harden 
not your hearts.” “My spirit shall not always strive 
with man.” Therefore be ye also ready for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of Man _ cometh. 
These are some of God’s greatest warnings to men. 
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HAVE YOU LET THE DAY PASS? 


My friend, if you in the past, have seen the light, 
heard the voice of the Spirit and have been conscious 
of the fact that you ought to seek the Lord and do 
it now, that was your day of salvation and you ought 
to repent for letting it go by and if you ever have an- 
other day of salvation seek the Lord while he may 
be found, call upon Him while He is near. 

Some people, to-day, are wishing for the return of 
that day. Be wise and seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness and all these things shall be 
added unto you. 
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CHAPTEROR ARV a at 
STONES 

~ “And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him 
five smooth stones out of the brook—And he drew 
near to the Philistine. I Sam. 17:40. | 

_ Now boys and girls stones are stones and we often 
find them along the brook or beside a path. We well 
remember when a boy at home on the ranch in Texas 
how we and our brother Jack use to go down to the 
brook south of the house pick up the stones and carry 
them back up the hill to the yard and prepare for 
what we then called the evening battle, when the 
birds began to gather in the big cedar trees in the 
yard. Sometimes we would kill one but more often 
we only made them fly from tree to tree until it was 
so dark we could no longer see them. In that case the 
stones were not very valuable for they did not accom- 
plish anything worthwhile. We ought to have been 
enjoying the company of these little birds instead of 
trying to harm them. 

Stones can be used in many ways. In many places 
they are used to improve the roads. While working 
in Ohio at Celina near Lake St. Marys we were out in 
the country at the home of Mr. A. T. Roades which 
was just across from the church ground where our 
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Orville Don Rutledge, son of Evangelist and Mrs. 
Rutledge. He is known to his many friends as 
Baby Don. He has traveled more than 40,000 miles 
with his parents in Gospel work, and among those 
of whom he speaks most often are his grandpa and 
grandma Regnier, of Clyde, Kansas. Grandpa and 
grandma Rutledge of Dallas, Oregon. Aunty Dutch, 
Uncle Babe, Miss Lula Kelley, of Hillsdale, Michigan, 
Little Don Johnston of Hillsdale, his Barber man of 
Stryker, Ohio, my Make] (the county nurse) of Van 
Wert, Ohio, Uncle Clif, and Aunt Ruby of the same 
town and many others that space will not permit us 
to: mention. 


(269) 


tabernacle was pitched. On the road bed there were 
many, many stones and our little son, Baby Don, 
_ spent much time picking up those stones, throwing 
them here and there just for the fun of it. Stones are 
valuable to builders in the construction of foundations 
and we remember the Bible says that the Temple 
building at Jerusalem had many precious and valu- 
able stones in it. Most boys and girls like stones. 
They like to look for them down by the brook. They 
like to throw them at a mark or take the pretty shin- 
ing ones, put them in a glass jar and pour water over 
them for that brings out the different colors of the 
rock very prominently. Try it. 


THE SHEPHERD Boy 


Then we feel sure you will be interested in a story 
about a shepherd boy, one who goes out in the spring 
of the year with the sheep and stays all summer, 
only coming home at long intervals. A shepherd boy 
usually has two good dogs to help him in controlling 
and protecting the sheep. Now it takes a good 
trust-worthy boy to be a shepherd for if he leaves 
the sheep they will scatter over the mountains and 
be lost and the wolves and bears would destroy them. 

Out in the state of Idaho a few years ago we were 
working near Nampa. Some friends told us of a 
shepherd boy who with his two dogs controlled one 
of the largest flocks in that country. Sometimes 
these shepherd boys are in great danger. They are 
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far out in the hills and mountains alone and if some- 
thing disturbs the sheep at night he must go out to see 
what the disturber is. It may be a wolf, a stray dog, 
or even a bear and he must protect the sheep and kill 
or drive away whatever it may be that is causing the 
disturbance. One time there was a shepherd boy 
caring for his father’s flock of sheep. A bear came 
and caught a little lamb and the boy ran after the 
bear, killed it and brought back the lamb. The name 
of this shepherd boy was David. 


THE GIANT 


How many of you boys and girls like stories about 
giants? Most boys and girls do. This giant was a 
champion of the Philistines, a soldier, a man of war. 
His name was Goliath and all his life he was a soldier 
and fought in many battles. He was a mean man 
with an ugly disposition. He stood at the head of the 
army of the Philistines and they were fighting against 
the armies of Israel and Israel’s armies were the 
armies of the Lord. Saul was king of Israel at that 
time and this giant had caused them considerable 
trouble for every one was afraid of this big man. 
The armies of the two countries were pitched in the 
valley of Elah. 


THE Bic BATTLE 


It was certain that a big batle was about to be 
fought between these two opposing forces. There was 
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an army . of mean men and an army of men fighting 
for good and the right. This giant was on the side 
of the mean men and they were opposed to the good 
and the right. Every morning and every evening this 
giant would come out and defy the men of God to 
come to him. 

Now boys and girls we have mentioned three 
things. ‘First, the five stones; second, the shepherd 
boy; third, the giant. This battle that was about 
to be fought was to be between the shepherd boy and 
this giant and the five stones did their part in decid- 
ing the contest. David the Shepherd Boy had three 
brothers in the army and his father wanted to send 
some things to the boys so David went to see his 
brothers. Just as David came to the trenches where 
the armies were located the host was going forth to 
fight for the battle line was in array, army against 
army. But instead of fighting in battle as they do 
now this giant of the Philistines was making ready, 
and while David was talking to his brothers who 
were in the army of Israel and as they were going 
forth to battle behold this champion of the Philis- 
tines, whose name was Goliath, steps forth and issues 
a challenge. When the men of Israel saw him they 
fled from him and were sore afraid. This giant was 
ten feet tall, his coat of mail was very heavy weigh- 
ing possibly one hundred fifty pounds and the head 
of the spear which he used as a weapon was very 
heavy also, weighing about eighteen pounds. Twice 
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- a day he would come.out and challenge the Lord’s 
army, Israel, and as he walked back and forth on the 
hillside that day challenging the army, David, the 
_ shepherd boy saw him and the men of Israel fleeing 
- from before him. David watched that big sinner 
over on the hillside parading like a pet bear in a 
cage and he said to the soldiers, ‘“Who is that big fel- 
-low anyway?” They told the shepherd boy that he 
was a soldier, a warrior, a champion of the Philis- 
tines. Then the soldiers stopped and began to talk 
the matter over and said that the man who killed the 
giant would be made rich by the king and his fath- 
er’s house would be made free in his kingdom. The 
boy David, fresh from the foot hills where he had 
.been caring for his father’s sheep, wanted to go and 
fight against this giant but his three brothers who 
were in the army, Eliab, the first born, Abinadab, the 
second, and Shammah, the youngest of the three re- 
buked the boy David. But the story came to the 
‘king that a man had offered to fight the giant so the 
king called for David and when he stood before the 
king he said, “‘Let no man’s heart fail because of him; 
thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 
The king looked at the shepherd boy and said, “Thou 
art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with 
him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war 
from his youth.” David said unto Saul, “Thy servant 
kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and 
a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: and I went 
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out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of 
his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught 
him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.” . 
So the king consented to let David go out and 
fight against this heartless God defying giant seemed 
king a great deal of trouble and no one in all Saul’s 
army wanted to fight with him. David said to the 
king, ‘“‘The Lord that delivered me out of the paw 
of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will 
deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.” And 
Saul said unto David, “Go, and the Lord be with 
thee.” . 7 | a | 
This was a serious time. For a lad, to go out and 
fight against this heartless God defying giant seemed 
foolish but something had to be done because wrong 
must be put down and those who feared God and 
loved the right were the ones to go out and fight evil 
wherever it was to be found. The king gave his 
own armor to David, also an helmet of brass for his 
head, armed him with a coat of mail and gave him his 
‘own sword but David did not want to meet the giant 
clad in the.king’s armor for he was not use to it:. 
Boys and girls, notice this shepherd boy. He 
fought in his accustomed way. He had a way of his 
own to protect himself. Boys do not fight their bat- 
tles now in the same way that their forefathers did. 
Now you are anxious to know how this boy conquered 
this giant and killed the champion of the Philistines. 
We will tell you how he did it. He used a sling and 
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some stones for he was use to this method of defense 
and knew just what he could do which gave him con- 
fidence to meet the champion. When he was.out with 
the sheep he probably slung stones at a mark, at 
strange dogs to keep them away from the flock, or 
even at wolves and bears and he no doubt. had 
learned to be very accurate. We should learn to do 
well everything we undertake for if anything is 
worth doing at all it is worth doing well. 

This shepherd boy started after the big soldier 
and as he went down across the brook he stopped to 
choose some stones for as we use bullets in guns, 
David used rocks in his sling. The Bible says he 
picked up five stones. Of course he was very careful 
and wanted the best for there was much at stake and 
all seemed to depend on him just at this point, and 
he was depending on God. Both armies were there; 
all eyes were fixed on the champion of the Philistines 
and upon David, the shepherd boy. When the giant 
looked up and saw David coming to him, he ridiculed 
him, seeing he was but a youth, ruddy, and of a fair 
countenance. The giant cursed David and said, “‘Am 
I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves?”’. And 
he shouted to David and said, ‘(Come to me, and I 
will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to 
the beasts of the field.” 

Then said David to the Philistine, ‘“Thou comest 
to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
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of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou 
hast defied. This day will the Lord deliver thee into 
mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head 
from thee? oo. e And all this assembly shall know 
that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear: for 
the battle is the Lord’s, and he will g.ve you into our 
hands.” 


Then Goliath came toward David and David ran 
toward him, and as he ran he put his hand in the bag 
in which he carried the stones. He picked out one, 
placed it in the sling and slung it at the big soldier. 
The stone struck him in the forehead with such force 
that it did not fall to the ground but he fell face fore- 
most. When he fell to the ground David ran to him, 
took the sword out of his hands, stood upon him and 
cut off his head. The army of Israel shouted for vic- 
tory and ran forward while the Philistines fled before 
them and the shepherd boy with his faith brought 
victory to Israel and defeat to their enemies. 


MopERN GOLIATH 


We have just completed the discussion concern- 
ing the shepherd boy and the giant. David fought the 
giant because he stood for evil and was an enemy of 
the Lord’s work. This boy had faith in God that he 
could overcome this evil man, he had faith in his sling 
and he had faith in the stone. He chose five stones 
and only used one of them but that was all right and 
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it teaches us to have plenty of reserve force at our 
command when we go into a conflict. 

Now we want to help you, boys and girls, to he 
men and women strong for the right and against evil 
and wrong. Let us take the five stones as illustrat- 
ions, name them and use them to slay the modern 
giants of evil that oppose the right and the good of 
our day. Notice, David did not fight as Saul did 
neither do we fight our battles of today as our fore- 
fathers did. David could not use Saul’s armor but 
we will use David’s sling and five stones as examples. 
We will call the sling Faith. David was afraid to trust 
Saul’s sword and armor because he had not proven 
them but he did have faith in his sling for he had 
tried it. These modern giants must be fought and 
we must be the Davids to fight them. Now who will 
be David, take the sling and Dispare for the battle? 
Remember right will win. 


TRUTHFULNESS. 


Let us call the first stone, Truthfulness. Now 
put it in the sling of faith and let this stone be hurled 
against the modern giant, Untruthfulness. This is 
one of the terrible evils of our day and we must stand 
by the truth at all times. If our first stone hits every- 
one who tells a lie we wonder how large will be the 
casualty list. Science has proven to us in more ways 
than one that the boys and girls of America are piti- 
fully weak under the stress of temptation and this: 
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modern giant of evil is dreaded today as much as 
Goliath in the days of David. We can best fight the 
giant of Untruthfulness by hurling the stone of truth. 
We may do this by always telling the truth ourselves 
and by rebuking untruthfulness everywhere it may 
be found. 


CLEAN SPEECH. 


The second stone we will call Clean Speech which 
we must use to hurl against a giant named Unclean 
Speech. Many a person has lost the respect of the © 
people around him just because of the foul words and 
smutty stories he indulges in. Who will be the David 
that will take the stone of clean speech and cast it 
with all your might at the modern giant of swearing, 
dirty words, and smutty nasty stories? Some time 
ago a man came into a barber shop where we were 
being shaved and soon after he came in a lady step- 
ped out. This human buzzard flopped his wings, 
stuck his thumbs in the arm holes of his vest and 
said,‘‘Well boys, seeing the ladies are all out I will 
tell you one of the latest. It is a good one.” We 
could see the nature of the dirty story when he had 
just begun so we said to him, ‘Beg your pardon, 
the ladies are all out but there are some gentlemen 
in here and you can just hold that until we are out.” 
All was quiet for a minute and then he walked out. 
Now boys and girls we may not be able to change the 
evil practices of some of these fellows but we can 


(278) 


show the world where we stand and the stone of Sas 
Speech will do the work. Try it. 


OBEDIENCE. 


The third stone we have selected will be called 
Obedience. This stone must needs be hurled with 
great force against the giant of Disobedience. A 
professor in a certain large school said to us,‘“I can 
pick nine out of ten of the boys and girls who are ob- 
edient at home and have respect for the rules of their 
homes. They may not always agree with their par- 
ents or with their teachers but they have trained 
and been trained to regard the discipline of their fa-. 
thers and mothers.”” He further said, ‘‘They are the 
ones that keep up the standard of the schools.” 


We can see the difference in the lives of grown folk. 
We knew a boy who grew up in a home and whose 
father had never known obedience in his young- 
er life. He had been kicked from one job to another 
because he had never learned the first lesson in ob- 
edience. This son was allowed to grow up under the 
Same environment and quit school before he finished 
the grades. At the age of nineteen, while in a heat- 
ed argument with his father, he shot his own parent 
as he was standing in the door of his home and is now 
serving a prison sentence. Let us be obedient in our 
homes, to our teachers, to our fellow travelers in life 
and obedient to the trust others put in us. By so 
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doing we shall be enabled to bring down the giant. 
of Disobedience in ourselves and in others. . 7 


DILIGENCE. 


The fourth stone is that of Diligence to be used 
in causing the downfall of the giant Idleness. Ed- 
ward Bok says that when he entered the business’ 
world he was surprised to know how many there were. 
who were really diligent in business while on the other 
hand for every young man earnest and eager to serve 
and willing to do even more than he was paid for 
he found ten trying to see how little they could do 
for the money paid them and still hold their position. 
The world cannot outgrow the Bible teaching that 
diligence in business is necessary for success. Con- 
sult the Bible and watch successful men. , : 

Don’t think you know it all. 

Be diligent. Be busy. Give attention to the 
smallest details in life. It is at this point that many 
make or break their career. 


LovE FoR Gop AND RIGHT 


The fifth and last stone in our kit will be called 
the stone of Love for God and Right and the giant - 
to'be slain by this stone is Irreverence for God, and 
Disrespect for Right. ; 

With all our twentieth century program to reach 
the masses with the Gospel and to teach the people 
reverence for God and love for righteousness it seems 
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that here and there are found those who have little or 
no reverence for God or respect for the right. 

We ought always to reverence God at all times 
and before all people and show our love for right 
and righteousness wherever they may be _ found. 
The safest foundation our young people can lay for 
success In life is reverence for God and love for 
right. 3 
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AN APPRECIATION 


Some men preach great sermons and we admire 
them and praise them. 

Some have a gift of organization which assures 
them of success. 

Others have various gifts which are useful in 
building up the Kingdom of God. 

Rev. O. C. Rutledge is a good preacher, a good or- 
ganizer and knows how to direct folks. He is keen in 
intellect and is a fine interpreter of the moods of the 
crowd. All these things combine to give him a place 
among successful evangelists. 

Mrs. Rutledge is a soloist and song leader of fine 
ability and makes a great contribution to the ef- 
fectiveness of the work in which they are engaged. 

_.. I have watched their work critically and do not 
hesitate to say that they are workmen of great ability. 
J. W. Burton. 
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